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CHAP. I. 


A very ſhort one; containing a Digre/ 
fon; 4 fortunate Circumſtayce to the 
Aera and other Matters, not very en- 


tertaiuing. | 
HEN I began to write this 
Hiſtory, from the Materials 
given me by the Hero of it; J was 


big with Expectation, that it would 
Vol. IN B wes be 
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be the moſt entertaining and wonder- 
ful Performance, that ever was, or ever 
would be written. But I begin now, to 
he of a very different Opinion. So, 
gentle Reader, ſhould you be tired of 
it, (as I make no Doubt but you are) 


and condemn it; I am beforehand with 
you; and think it the worſt Thing ever 


written. But, I promiſe you one Thing, 
—if you'll forgive this firſt Offence, I'II 


never do the like again. Vanity led me to 
turn Author, and a fine Piece of Work 
1 have made of it: So, that I cannot 
ſay as a certain Gentleman did, when he 
publiſhed a Print of his own ſweet Face 
before a Volume of Eſſays, that, be 
was not aſhamed to appear in Print. 1 
confeſs, that I am, and therefore ſtand 
Self-condemned, hoping this will be 
conſidered as my laſt dying Speech 
and Confeſſion, Be merciful, good 

fy Reader; 
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Reader; whoſoever thou art, be merci - 
ful, Habes confitentem reum.— 


Arthur had not been long in Deven- 
ſhire, before a Circumſtance happened, 
that gave a new Turn to his Affairs. 
This was the Death of a Maſter of Mu- 
ſic of that Place, which gave our Hero 
an Opportunity of making uſe of his 


- muſical Abilities to advantage. Mr. 


Goodall, propoſed his Undertaking to 
teach the Harpſicord, as it was what 
he was ſo capable of doiag. Through 
the Intereſt of this Gentleman, he was 
ſoon eſtabliſhed in the deceaſed Perſon's 
Buſineſs, which was very advantageous. 
This was conſider'd, as a lucky Hit; 
Arthur embrac'd it with great Eagerneſs 
and Pleaſure, and was relieved in his 
Migd, by the Proſpe& of being able to 
provide for himſelf. He purſued this 

B 2 Buſi- 
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Buſineſs with great Aſſiduity, and hav- 
ing ſuperior Abilities to his Predeceſſor, 
met with great Succeſs, and obtained 
univerſal Approbation; ſo that he had 
ſoon the Pleaſure to find, both an En- 
creaſe of Fame and Fortune; two of 
the greateſt Bleſſings to an honeſt Mind. 


As Mr. Goodall's Family was rather 
numerous, he had not a Conveniency 
for Arthur's living conſtantly with him; 
it was therefore propoſed, that he ſhould 
lodge and board with ſome reputable 
Family in the Town; and accordingly, 
a proper Place was provided. 4rihbur 
was now ſettled in an agreeable Situa- 
tion, beyond his Hopes or Expectations, 
and determined, as ſoon as he had eita- 
bliſhed himſelf ſecurely in this Way of 
Life, to compleat his Happineſs, by 
_ marrying his beloved Louiſa. 


Ide 
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The Family, in which he had taken 
his Reſidence, conſiſted of a Widow 
Lady, her Daughter about fixteen 
Years of Age, and a Maid Servant. 
Here, be lived in an agreeable Man- 
ner, at a ſmall Expence, owing to the 
Cheapneſs of Proviſions in this Coun- 


try. 


Our Hero's Youth, handſome Per- 
fon, and police Accompliſhments, ſoon 
made him admired by the Ladies ; 
they were all in Love, and ſtrove by 
various Methods, which ſhould moſt 
engage his Eſteem and Affection. This 
frequently embarraſſed him, as his Mind 
was perpetually employed in the Con- 
templation of the propoſed Happineſs in 
the Poſſeſſion of his divine Leuiſa. So 

that he was regardleſs of their Endea- 
B 3 vours 
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vours to engage his Heart, and made 
no other Returns, than what Gratitude 
dictated for their Civilities. This for a 
Time, paſs'd on without Slight or Re- 
ſentment, being conſidered as the Effect 
of his great Modeſty and ſhort Ac- 
 guaintance, 


If the young Ladies were enamour- 
<d with our Hero, they were rivall'd in 
their Affection, by the good Lady at 
whoſe Houſe he lived. She thought 
him an Adonis, and ſtrove by every 
Means probable and poſſible, to gain 
his Eſteem. She prais'd, careſs'd and 
overpower'd him with Civilities, not 
doubting but ſhe had Influence enough 
to ſurmount all Difficulties in the Road 
to her imaginary Happineſs. —The 
Daughter's Regard: and Affection for 

| | Arthur, 
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Arthur, was as warm and ſanguinary 
as her Mother's: Nor was Mrs. Bei- 
ty, the Maid, without her Likings, 
L.ongings, and deſirous Wiſhes. 
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CHAP. Il, 


Thich the Author cannot greatly recommend, 


T has been obſerved. by an ingenious 
Writer, that, There is no Situation 

fo wwretched, as that of berg deſpiſed.” Ir 
may appear paradoxical, but it ſome- 
times happens, That there is no Situation 
fo deplorable, as that of being univerſally 
gftzemed. To be a Favourite, is to be 
envied, abuſed, traduced, and frequently 
deſpiſed. We often ſee this in Politics, 
and why not in Love ? 
Women admired Arthur, (not to men- 
tion the old ones) the young Men envied, 
hated, and abhorred him. He was their 
univerſal Rival, and though they could 

| Dot: 


If the young 
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LY 
is 


not but acknowledge his ſuperior Ac- 
compliſhments, yet, they were ſo ſenſi- 
bly affected by his Influence over their 
Enamouratas, that they ſecretly curſed 
him, and endeavoured to make him the 
Sport of Ridicule and Contempt. 


The good Lady, before-mentioned, 
(whoſe Name was Brooker) laid cloſe 
Siege to our Hero ; not doubting, but 
ſhe ſhould obtain a Victory. She thought, 
nor talked of nothing elſe, and though 
it may not be very entertaining to the 
Reader, yet I cannot anſwer it to my 
Conſcience, not to inſert a ſhort Con- 
verſation, that happened between this 
good Lady, her Daughter, and Beth 
the Maid. 


* Lord! Peggy,” ſaid Mrs. Brooker. 
to her Daughter, © Don't vou think 
B 5 Mr. 
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Mr. Arthur, a very handſome young 
Man? Don't you think he's an Angel?” 
Les, indeed, Ma'am,” replied Miſs, 
81 think he's the ſweeteſt Creature 1 
ever knew; he's ſo kind, and ſo civil, 
and ſo pleaſing, and ſo lovely, and ſo 
genteel, and ſo bewitching, I could be 
in his Company for ever; and he talks 
fo modeſtly, and ſs kindly, and fo ſen- 
ſibly, and ſo deliglitfully, that I could 
hear him ſrom Year's End to Year's 
End: 1 wiſh Mamma, you was to hear 
how divinely he talks of Love, you 
never heard any Thing like it in all 
your Life.” Does he ſo?” replied 
the Mother with ſome Warmth? © Hea- 
ven preſerve me, how the Girl runs on! 
Peggy. Peggy, don't let your Tongue run 
fo, you are diſtracted! Here's a fine 
Piece of Work indeed ! What have you 


to do with Love, or with what Mr. 
| | Bradley 
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Bradley ſays? Or with what any Man 


ſays? It is Time enqugh for you to 


think of Love “ Why, don't you 
love Mr. Aribur, Mamma?“ faid Peggy. 
« Love him! Child!“ cry'd the Mo- 
ther, who Love Mr. Bradley? Is the 
Girl mad? What, I love ſuch a young 
Fellow Child at my Years?” *© Nay, 
Ma'am,” ſaid Peggy, Why ſhould you 
not love him? Every Body loves him; 
I'm fure I do from my very Soul, and 
I can't help loving of him, and I mult 
love him, and I will love him.” 


© Mercy on me!” cry'd the Morher, 
„What's here to do? You: muſt love 
him, and you will love him, what does 
all this mean? Here's fine Doings. in 
deed !” =—— © Nay, for the Matter of 
that Ma'am,” ſaid Betty, who ſtood by 
Who can help loving ſuch a dear 
young 
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young Man? For my Part, I think he 
has bewitched me; I'm ſure I ſhall love 
him as long as I live.“ Why you 
brazen Baggage,“ cry'd the Miſtreſs, in 
a Paſſion, how dare you talk thus? 
Can't a Man come into the Houſe, but 
vou miſt fall in Love with him? The 
World's come to a fine Paſs, if ſuch 
@'rollops as you muſt be in Love.”. 
„Why not?” ſaid Betty, ** Servants 
are Pleſh and Blood as well as Gentle- 
folks; and he's the ſweeteſt, beſteſt, 

gdoU-naturedeſt young Man my Eyes ever 
beheld; who can help loving him, and- 
where's the Harm on't ?*? None at 
all,” cry'd Miſs, that I ſee, though I 
don't know any Bulinefs you have to 
love him, becauſe I do Betty, ſo keep 
your Love to yourſelf, ſuch a young 
Gentleman 1s not fit for you to love, but 


deen 40 your Betters. © Jeſu, Jeſu!” 
. ſaid 
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faid the good: Lady, quite choak'd with 
Rage, l'm ſtruck dumb, did ever 
Woman hear ſuch a Couple of impudent, 
forward Huſſeys? Get you both owe 
of my Sight, or I ſhall loſe my Pati- 
ence.” Betty thought fit to withdraw, 
but muttered as ſhe went out, the De- 
vil's in my Miſtreſs, ſhe loves to keep 

all the young Fellows to herſelf,” —— * 


. 


As ſoon as Betty left the Room, Mrs. 
Brooker. became more calm; and taking 
her Daughter by the Hand, ſaid, „ My 
dear Peggy, you alarm me very much! 
Do you know my Dear, what you have 
faid? Think, Child of your Character; 
would you ruin yourſelf for ever? Who 
knows what Mr. Bradley may be, he is a 
Stranger to us, and Men will be Men. 
You are handſome, you have Charms, - 
and may attract his Notice, and I am- 

| almoſt 
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almoſt. diſtracted, when I think of the 
Conſequences! . Heavens! if he ſhould 
love you, I am undone! I mean (cry'd 
ſhe, recollecting herſelf) if he ſhould at- 
tempt to ruin you.” © Lord! Mamma!“ 
cry'd Miſs, how you talk; if he loves 
me, do you think he'll do me any Harm? 
It is impoſſible.” - 
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He is a ſweet Creature,” faid the 
Mother ſimpering, and I do love 
him.— Lord -bleſs me,” ſaid ſhe, recall- 
ing her Words, I mean, I hope he 
does not love you.“ „ What!” cry'd 
Miſs, do you hope he don't love me??? 
Indeed I do, ſaid the other, for if 
he does I am miſerable.— What have J 
faid ! I mean you will be made miſerable, 
for he's a wild young Fellow as I have 
heard. Therefore, my dear' Peggy, don't 
liſten to any Thing he ſays, he will de- 
celve 
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4 ceive you depend on it; beſides, my 
7 Dear, you are too young to be married. 
Heaven defend me (throwing herſelf back 


bn the Couch) 1 wiſh he had never come 
to our Houſe; though to be ſure he's a 
handſome young Man, a very handfome 
young Man ; what a handſome Leg ; and 
what an Eye; a moſt killing Eye! O, 
he's a pretty Fellow, that's the Truth 
ont, any one may love him.” —* Look 
you there now,” ſaid Miſs, * Juſt now, 
you railed againſt him, now you praiſe 
him, and fay any one may love him, 
why may'nt I then?“ „C, no, my 
Dear,” ſaid the Mother, if I faid, 
love, I meant any one might like him, 
as & Friend, an Acquaintance, or 2 
Neighbour, or fo; but Love! Lord 
bleſs me, I did not know what I was 
faying ! No, no, Love is quite another 
Matter; you muſt not love Child, 'tis a 

dangerous 
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dangerous Thing; love him Heaven 


forbid you ſhould love him, or that 
he ſhould love you; I ſhould never 
be happy, if I thought there was any 


Love on either Side; you wonld not 
wrong your poor Mother ſo much ? 
I hope my Peggy knows better. He is 
a charming Creature to be fue, that 
he is, but what then? Who knows 
his Heart, or his Intentions ? I trem- 
ble when I think on't. So ſet your 
Mind at Reſt, my Dear; think no 
more of him.” But what muſt I 
do Mamma,” replied Miſs, if I can't 
help it?“ « You muſt help it, 


Child,” ſaid the Mother, Don't 
talk like a Fool, T ſhall go mad. 
But I'll put an End to it all, (zz 


a Paſſion) for I'll have a little pri- 
vate Converſation with him To-mor- 
row 
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CHAP. II. 


The Duty and Obedience of Miſs Peggy 
vindicaled. A powerful Attempt tis. 
made on the Virtue of Mr. Arthur 
O' Bradley. 


2 


OOR Miſs Peggy retired to Bed, 
not very well pleaſed with the Con- 
verſation between her and her Mother; 
but being a good Girl, and a very du- 
tiful Child, came to this prudent Reſo- 
lution, viz. to obey the Injunctions of 
her Mother—as far as ſhe could; but 
where they abridged her Pleaſure and 
Happineſs, ſhe determined to follow the 
Bent of her own Inclinations. This was 
being 
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being as good as ſhe could; and who is 
better? The Examples of the whole 
World are on her Side of the Queſtion, 
ſo that it muſt be allowed ſhe was right. 
Who will call her Conduct, or her Judg- 
ment in Queſtion ? Who are they, that 
are better than they ſhould be, or rather 
than they can be? It is well if thou- 
ſands are fo good ! — She put Aribur 
and Pleaſure in one Scale, and Virtue 


and Obedience in the other, and what 
was the Conſequence ? Why, as the 
Ten has it 


$ The latter ſoon flew up, and kick*d 110 
Beam. 


80 much for Virtue, and poor Miſs 
Peggy. Let us now take a View of that 
ou Lady her Mother. She, poor 
Woman, 
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Woman, went to Bed it is true, but ne- 
ver cloſed her Eyes the whole Night; 
dtiſtracted between Hope and Fear, Doubt 
and Deſpair, ſhe tumbled and toſſed like 
a troubled Sea, One Moment ſhe gave 
our Hero up for loſt, the next ſhe flat- 
tered herſelf with the Hope of Succeſs ; 
again, ſhe deſpiſed, and again, careſſed 
next her diſtemper'd Fancy ſaw him in 
her Daughter's Arms; then ſhe hugg'd | 
the dear imaginary Being in her own 
and thus did the Balance dance back- 
ward and forward, like two Children at 
the Game of Sze-/aw. -— Wiſh'd Morn- 
ing came, and then ſhe wiſh'd it Night 
again, fearful of knowing her Doom too 
ſoon ; at length ſhe aroſe, fully reſolved | 
to conſult the Oracle, and be happy or 
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Her firſt Buſineſs was to decorate her 
Perſon with unuſut Care; or, in other 
Words, ſhe was determined to fet her 
Cap at poor Aribur.— Down ſnhe came 
to Breakfaſt, with all the Pomp and 
Mock. elegance of a Tragedy Queen. 

' Penelope did not ſmile on her long loſt 
Lyſſes, with half ſo good a Grace, as 
ſhe-did on Arthur; nor ſaid half ſo many 
civil Things to him. —— As ſoon as 
Breakfaſt was over, ſhe took Care to 
ſend Peggy out of the Way, and then 
deſired Arthur to take a Walk in the 
Garden with her, which he readily agreed 
to. They were no ſooner there, and 
feated in an Arbour, but ſne * to 
diſcourſe as follows. - ed bg 


94 


1 La! Mr. 4 Icar'e help” ad- 
miring you, you're ſo handſome; you 
are the prettieſt young Man I ever be- 

held; 
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held; you make a ſtrange Piece of Work 
among the Ladies they all admire you, 
aye, and love you too.” Aribur ſaid, 
he was obliged to her for the Compli- 
ment, but thought ſhe over-rated him. 
„Indeed, but 1 don't,” replied ſhe, 

« you muſt give me Leave to be a Judge, 
for I think I know a nandſome Fellow as 
well as any one. Your Modeſty won't 
let you own it, but it is too viſible to be 

. denied, Every one ſees it, every one 
owns it, every one loves you ; at leaſt I 
can ſpeak for myſelf; I love you very 
much, Mr. Arthur.” —— Arthar replied, 
te he would ſtudy not only to deſerve her 
Friendſhip and Eſteem, but to preſerve 
nu” „ Friendſhip and Eſteem,” cry'd 
ſhe, what are they, mere Trifles! 
You deſerve more than all that ; you are 
worthy every Thing a Woman can ds 
for you, Bleſs me, what a handfome 
Leg 


— 


ARTHUR © BRADLEY. 23 
Leg you have got! (Aroting his Thigh) 
and what 2 delicate white Hand ! (taking 
bold of one of hit Hands) Well, youre 
an Angel, that you wet” | 


' Arthas did not know what to make of 
all this, and began to bluſh, which ſhe 
perceiving faid, © La! you little Thing, 
how you bluſh, can't one praiſe you, but 
you muſt bluſh? (then ſbe lolfd on his 
Shou!der and firod his Cheek.) Ha! ha! 

ha! ( finipeting with an amorous Leer) 
you're too medeſt for a Man, that you 
are, you little ſweet Face !”--— Arthur 
faid, © he thought Modeſty as 1 
in Men as Women,” Why yes,” re- 
plied ſhe, . ſo it is, upon many Occa- ® 
ſions; yes, yes, Modeſty i is commenda- 
ble ; but few Men are modeſt, nor is it 
fit they ſhould. Women ſhould be mo- 
Ueſb, but Men thould be bold and free; 
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tig natural to them, and the Women 
love them the better for i it.” —< Indeed, 
Madam,” replied . Arthur, ©* L mult beg 
Leave to differ from you 3 Modeſty is 
a Virtue in Men as well as Women and, 
for my own Part, I ſhould have a very 
bad Opinion of that Woman's Mind, 
who would eſteem a Man for his Immo- 
deſty. „ . So ſhould I too,” anſwered. 
ſhe, < « but you quite miſtake my Mean- 
ing, vou little Rogue, you dos (patting 
him on the Cheek) there is a Time for all 
Things; we can't be too careful of our 
Characters; the World i is very cenſori- 
ous; People ſhould not expoſe their 
Follies ; 3 but Time and Place make a 
great. Difference in Things I aſſure 
yo” I cannot think, Madam,” 
faid Arthar, « that Time, or Place can 
alter the. Quality of Actions, or make 
chat to be right, which is not ſo; and in | 
| my 
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ARTHUR O' BRADLEY. 23 
my Opinion, we ſhould be more care- 
ful, not to do any Thing wrong, than 
to commit Evil privately ; for it is not 
our committing an Evil privately, or | 
publickly, that can make any real — 
. in _ * icſelf. Nane 


«6 bann bleſs me!“ ' cry'd ſhe; ve how 
perverſe you are; you will keep up the 
Spirit of Contradiction; I know what 
right and wrong as well as any one; but 
do People always mind theſe Things? 
Don't we commit Folly every Day? 
Has not Pleaſure Charms, and does ndt 
Temptation overpower us?” © All this is 
very true,” ſaid Arthur, © but we ſhould 
endeavour to reſiſt,” Aye, its fine 
talking,” replied ſne, Who can reſiſt ? 
I'm ſure I never could, and I've tried 
as much as any one. We're all frail you 
know, and fooliſh ſome Times, and who 

Yo L. H. C rein 
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can help it? And for all you look ſo 
ſerious, you have had your Frolicks as 
well as others I dare ſay, you:fly Rogue 
you.” Arthur replied, he did not pre- 
tend to be better than the reſt of the 
World, but had always guarded againſt 
Vice.“ ——* Vice,” ſaid ſhe, *<* I hope 
you have; that's quite a different Thing 
from what we have been talking about. 
Aye, aye,” God forbid, but we ſhould 
all guard againſt Vice. But I don't call I 
Follies Vice; we do many little Things 
which 1 can't call Vice. Suppoſe I 
ſhould be in Love with a young Man 
now; for Inſtance, you; well! what # 
then? Where would be the Harm of it, 
if it was out of my Power to help it? Wl 
And indeed, you little Thing, you, 
6 impering) I am almoſt afraid, I ee | 
better than I ſhould.“ - Arthur re- 
. plied, he was much obliged to her, for 
her Regard, and as he did not ſee any 
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Harm in it, he wonder'd what the ſhould 
Fear, adding, he hoped he ſhould never 
do any Thing to make her repent of her 
Kindneſs.” 1 hope you won't,” fail 
ſhe, (getting cloſer to him) © if you do, 
you're a naughty Thing; but I will not 
think ſo of you; you are too ſenſible, 
and too good, to.uſe a Woman ill; and 
if a Woman is ſo filly as to confeſs her 
= Weakneſs to you, you have too much 
Honour to betray' her, I know you 
have.” (Here ſhe played with his Hank, 
and _ it.) 


Arthur could not imagine what ſhe was 
driving at, but replied, © he would ſcorn 
to betray any Secret ſhe might repoſe in 
him, let it be what it would.” That's 
a Dear,” cry'd ſhe, (throwing ber Arm 
careleſsly about his Neck) ] think a Wo- 
man may ſafely truſt ſuch a good Crea- 

C 2 ture 
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ture as you; bleſs your bright Eyes l 
(Here Pe kiſſed bim.) — Arthur bluſhed 
prodigiouſly ; eſpecially, as ſhe ſtill kept 
her Arm about his Neck; 3 upon which 
ſhe ſaid, .O you little modeſt Thing, 
that was a guilty Bluſh I'm ſure, you 

was not thinking of any good then, PII 
be hang'd if you was now; I ſhall be 
afraid to ſtay with you alone much 
longer, if you look ſo roguiſhly, that 
I ſhall.” (laughing, and thruſting ber 
Hand in his Boſom) Arthur was going to 
reply, but ſhe ſtopped his Mouth with 


her Hand, and faid jokingly; © nay, 
you ſhan't ſpeak, I won't hear a Word 


you have to ſay, for I know you have 
Miſchief in your Head.” 


Avibur could not help ſmiling, and, 
as ſoon as ſhe would let him ſpeak, laid, 


- 9975 , Word Madam, you wrong 
me, 
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me, to think I had any evil Intention in 
my Mind.” —— I don't know that, re- 
plied ſne, I don't know that; when 
People are privately together, many 
Things happen, they never intended} 
Importunity and Opportunity are power- 
ful Things ſometimes, and often obtain 
a Victory without Deſign. I will not 
anſwer for Conſequences, if any Thing 
happens, *tis none of my Doings, there- 
fore I ſhall lay the Fault at your Door. 
(/queezing bim) O, you dear Creature; 
bleſs your ſweet Face; I do love you 
very much, that's the Truth on't. Do 
you know what makes me love you fo 
Mr. Arthur ?” Why really Madam,” 
replied Arthur, I am at a Loſs to ac- 
count for ſo much Kindneſs.” “ Lord!” 
cry'd ſhe in a pet, you're very dull of 
Apprehenſion; why what do you think a 
Woman ſhoulg love a pretty Fellow for? 

my C3 What 
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What do other Women love the Men 

for? Why, becauſe they. are Men; to. | 
be ſure, that's all the Reaſon I can 
give. Well, I hope we ſhall ſoon 
be better acquainted, - and I bleſs the 
Day that brought you to our Houſe, i 
for 1 am fo melancholy, being a lone 

Woman, with only my Daughter, and 
the Maid in the Houſe, that I can 
hardly ever get a Night's Sleep; tis 
horridly difmal, not to have a Man. 
in the Houſe: O you Men give Life 
where- ever you come, you are bewitch- 
ing Creatures. But now we are 4 4 
alone, I muſt, give you one Caution; 
pray dear Mr. Aribur, don't make 
yourſelf familiar with my Maid Betty, 
ſhe is a forward Huſley ;. and I ſhalt 
break my Heart, if ſhe ſhould draw you 
away. Take Care of her, for I am 
afraid the is a wanton Baggage, and: 
505 il. 
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"will be à ſad Diſgrace to have any 
Thing to do with ſuch a Trollop.“ 


Arthur could not help bluſhing again, 
to hear her talk in this Manner, which 
ſhe perceived, and catching hold of his 
Hand with great Emotion, ſaid God 
forgive me, you bluſh z what can this 
mean; have you been ſeduced by the 
Slut already? Heavens how I tremble.” 
„Dear Madam!“ replied Arthur, you 
amaze me! I have nothing to do with 
Betty, nor ſhould T, were ſhe am A agel; 
you touch me in a tender Point, but be 
aſſured, I have more regard for you, than 
to attempt a Thing of that Sort, were I 
not influenced to the contrary by other 
Motives. 4 That's well , cry'd ſhe, 
A that's well; I'm glad on't to my 
Soul, for 1 would not have ſuch a 
Thibg happen for the World. But,” 


C 4 conti- 
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continued he, there i ie another peine 
yer unſettled. —— My Daughter Peggy i is 
young; ſhe is like all other Girls, in 
Love with every pretty Fellow they ſee; 3 
J was ſo at her Age. Now I know ſhe 
likes you, aye, and loves you too, I 
jear; but conſider, my dear Soul, con- 
ider what a ſad Thing it will be to give 
her any Encouragement. She is courted 
by Mr. Matthew Pilduc the Apothecary, 
at next Door, whoſe Father has lately 
left him a conſiderable Fortune; and L 


hope ſoon to get them married ; but I 


know ſhe loves you better than him; 
therefare be on your Guard, take no 
Notice of her; and above all, keep. Betty 
at a Diſtance, Do this, and you'll 
make me happy. Deſpiſe them both, 
they're a Couple of forward Minxes not 
worthy your Notice.“ 


Thus 
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Thus ud this curious and entertain- 
ing Diſcourſe. —— Arthur now departed, 
to teach his Scholars, but not till he had 
promiſed to ſup at Home, it being, as 
the laid, her Wedding. day. 
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CHAP. N. 
Of no Importance to the Hiſtory; and on- 
bh makes the Reader better acquainted 
with the Character and Conduct of Mrs. 
Brooker and her Family. 


AFTER Mr. Bradley went about 
£4 his Buſineſs, the good Lady re- 
turn'd from the Garden, not a little 
pleaſed with what had paſs'd. She 


conſider'd our Hero, as a Perſon to- 


tally ignorant of the World; and to 
fay the Truth, ſhe had no very good 
Opinion of his Underſtanding : In ſhort, 
ſhe believed him a Novice, eaſily per- 
ſuaded to any Thing; and therefore 
imagined ſhe had nothing to fear; ei- 
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ther from the Liberties ſhe had taken, 
or thoſe ſhe intended to take. 


No ſooner had ſhe return'd from the 
Garden, and given Orders about the 
Evening's Entertainment, which con- 
fiſted of the beſt Delicacies the Country 
afforded, but ſhe obſerved to Betty and 
ber Daughter, that Mr. Bradley had 
complained to her of their Forward- 
neſs; declaring, that unleſs they be- 
hav'd better for the Future, he ſhould 
be obliged. to leave the Houſe. 
«. Lord Ma'am,” cried Betty, «© I don't 
underſtand you ; what does Mr. Br adley, 
mean by Forwardneſs, muſt not a body 
ſpeak ? for my Part, I think other Peo- 
ple are as forward as myſelf.” . Other 
People,“ replied: the Miſtreſs, * what 
do you mean by that, you ſaucy Huſ- 
fey ? ”—*© Aye, pray Belty,” Taid Miſs, 

| « what 


hat do you mean by that? pray ex- 
plain yourſelf; ; how dare you rank your- 
ſelf with your betters ? what have you 
to do with Mr. Bradley ? ” —*<* Nay, for 
the Matter of that,” ſaid Betty, «1 have 
nothing to do with him, but I believe 
that's more than. ſome Folks can ſay.” 
Some Folks,” cried the Miſtreſs, 
« what does the Trollop mean by ſome 
Folks ? Get you out of my Sight you 
impudent Slut ; and. for your Aſſurance, 
if I know you offer to ſpeak, or even 
look at Mr. Bradley, you ſhan't ſtay ano- 
ther hour.“ Marry come up,” ſaid 
Betty, .** who cares; what a Fuſs here 
is indeed about Mr. Bradley, if there 
was neer another Man in the World 
you could not make a greater Rout ; 
for my Part, I don't fee any thing ſo 
very extraordinary in him, any more 
than in other Folks ; he is but a Man, 

make 
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make the beſt of him.”——<* There's 
mote in him than you imagine, Huſſey; 
(cried the Miſtreſs in a Paſſion) ſo hol 
your Tongue.“ May be fo,” ſaid 
Betly, ** mayhap you know more of him 
than I a you may ſpeak from Expe- 
rience. This laſt Sentence left ſuch a 
Sting in the Tail, that -it is doubtful 
how the Diſpute would have ended, had 
not Betty (ſeeing her Miſtreſs riſe in a 
Paſſion) thought it beſt to withdraw. 

| ep. 

At length the wiſh'd- for Evening 
came, and Arthur return'd from teach- 
ing his Scholars. The good Lady of 
the Houſe (as became her) was in great 
Spirits, and remarkably courteous and 
civil. After Tea, Mr. Pilduc the Apo- 
thecary and Humble Servant of Miſs 
Peggy came in, which enabled them to 
make a Party at Whiſt. We muſt not 
omit 
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omit mentioning, that though the Mo- 
ther was abundantly civil and polite to 
Arthur, Miſs diſcovered great Coldneſs 
to her Lover, and ſeem'd to intimate, 
by the Gloom on her Countenance, that 
he was no very welcome Gueſt at that 
T ime. To Cards. they went; the Mo- 
ther and Arthur Partners on the one 


Side, Miſs Peggy and the Doctor on the 
other. | 


While the Cards were dealing, Miſs 
was a little ſulky, and ſaid in a Whiſ- 
per, that they ought to have cut for 
Partners:“ this being heard by the Mo- 
ther, he replied, © Why Pegey, what's 
the Matter? pray Child don't be rude 
it is but right that you ſhould play with 
the Doctor my Dear, and therefore Mr. 
Bradley muſt be my Partner of courſe; 
muſt not it be ſo, Mr. Arthur ( ſimpering ) 

don't 
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don't you think its right, Sir? be, be, 
he, be! Arthur ſaid, ©* he was very 
happy, and hoped Miſs would be ſo.” 
Here 'Miſs fetch'd two or three deep 
Sighs; then caſt ſeveral languiſhing 
Looks at our Hero, and then as many: 
Frowns at the Doctor. 


The good. Lady's Attention was ſo 
engaged with repeated Winks, Nods, 
and Ogles at Arthur, that ſhe frequent- 
ly play'd wrong Cards; and in ſhort, 
ſcarcely knew a Club from a Spade, or 
a Heart from a Diamond: She loſt every 
Game, but declared many Times that 
Arthur play'd like an Angel. The 
Daughter was not filent in his Praiſe, 
but as for the poor Doctor, he was left 
unnoticed. — After Supper, the Glaſs 
was puſhed merrily round by the old 
Lady, who paſfed many Jokes with the 

two 
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two Batchelors, but with Arthur in par- 
ticular. At length the Clock ſtruck 
twelve, when ſhe ſtarted and ſaid to her | 
Daughter, „Lord bleſs me Peggy, you 1 
ſhould not have ſet. up ſo late Child, get 
you to Bed immediately ; fine Hours in- 
deed for young Girls!” “Dear Ma'am,“ 
ſaid Peggy, how you talk, I ſhan't go 
to Bed till we all go.“ O ſhan't you,” 
cried the Mother, but you'll find your- 
ſelf miſtaken, I ſhall not let you do as 
you pleaſe, I am Miftreſs yet, ſo get you 
gone dire&ly.” ——— Miſs was forced to 
comply, ſeeing the Violence of her Mo- 
ther's Temper, but went away mutter- 
ing, * this is the way I'm always ſerv'd 
before Company, but I'll not bear it 
long.“ To which the Mother anſwer'd 
in a Paſſion, that ** ſhe would bear that 
and a great deal more ſoon, or ſhe was 
miſtaken.” 5 She then addreſſed herſelf 

to 
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to the Doctor, « Come, Sir, I ok no 
Ceremony with you, but 1 believe tis 
almoſt Time for you to be at Home.“ 
The Doctor ſmil'd, and with great . 
vility did as he was deſir'd. 


As ſoon as the Doctor took his Leave, 
Mrs. Brooker drew her Chair cloſe to 
Arthur's, and ſaid, I'm glad I've got 
rid of thoſe two Plagues, we'll now en- 
joy ourſelves a-while, for I declare 
love your Company * Bradley; ape, 
and I love you too.” Arthur bow'd, _ 
and ſaid, . he was obliged to her for | 
her Kindneſs,” adding, that he would 
endeavour to deſerve it, and hoped he 
ſhould have it in his Power to make a_ 
grateful Return for all her Favours.” — 
] don't doubt it,” crigd ſhe with ſome 
warmth, * ir is in your Power, and 1 


am well aſſured you want not Genero- 
ſity. 
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fity. Ah! Mr. Bradley (taking him by 
the Hand and fighing) it is in your Power 
to make me happy; it is in every Man's 
Power to make a Woman happy you 
know.“ To this our Hero replied, 
that he was ready to give her every 
Aſſiſtance in his Power, if ſhe laboured 
under any Difficulty, and declared he 
would part with the laſt Shilling to ſerve 
her.“ “ Pſhaw,! ” cried ſne, a Fig 
for your Money, I don't want Money, 
you miſtake my Meaning; but you. 
young Fellows. are always dull of. Ap- 
prehenſion, or however, appear to be ſo; 
you oblige a Woman to ſpeak too plain; 
you love to teaze and torment us before 
you come to the Point; were I a young 
Girl of ſixteen, you would be glad to 
do me any Kindneſs without aſking, but 
now I am forced to ſolicit a Favour.” 


Arthur's 


ARTHUR O BRADLEY. 43 


Arthur's Innocence, and total Igno- 
rance of the Ways of the World, pre- 
vented kis ſuſpecting her Deſign upon 
him. He imagined ſhe had ſome Fa- 
vour to aſk, but wanted the Reſolution 
to explain herſelf ; and therefore repeat- 
ed his former Promiſes of ſerving her to 
the utmoſt of his Power. The good 
Lady finding him inſenſible to all ſhe 
ſaid, dropped the Subject at preſent, and 
determined to avail herſelf of his Stupidi- 
ty, by purſuing a different Plan, They 
parted and retired to reſt, | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, V. 


Full of extraordi nary Adventures; in which 
ſſome Folks expoſe themſelves. 


4 


UR Hero had but juſt retired to 

his Chamber, and got to Bed, be- 
fore he heard his Door open, and ſome- 
body enter the Room. He was greatly 
ſurpriſed, and haſtily aſked who was 
there? To which Queſtion, a Voice 
anſwered in a Whiſper, Only me, 
Mr. Arthur.” Only me, cried 
Arthur, Who are you, What do you 
want?” «© For Heaven's Sake, don't 
be angry,” replied the Voice, “ tis only 
Betty.” —— Well,“ ſays he, What 
brought you here? “ La!” cried 
VISIT 4: | Betty, 
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Betty, can't you gueſs ?”— Arthur was 
thunderſtruck, and without further En- 
quiry, told her to quit the Room imme. 
diately, or he would call to her Miſtreſs. 
« Dear me,” anſrered e ſhe, what need 
we mind my Miſtreſs, ſne would be glad 
to be here herſelf.” — Before Arthur had 
Time to reply to this, he heard the 
Door open again, and a ſecond Petſon 
enter the Chamber. This being heard 
alſo by Betty, ſhe crept ſoftly into the 
Bed, by the Side of Arthur, and coyered 
herſelf over with the Cloaths; which 
he ſuffered without Interruption, fear- 
ing to be diſcovered in this Anson. 


” 
* * 


The Perſon Who now entered, was s 0 


„ 


ward with great Deliberation and Cau- 
tion, to the Bed- ſide. —— Arthur re- 


mained filent, being unable to conceive 
what 


46 Tur Avventvats of / 


what all this meant, or where it was to 
end. The delicate Damſel ſuppoſing 
him aſleep, felt about the Bed till ſhe 
found his Hand, and then began to pull 
him in order to wake him. He remain'- 
ed motionleſs, being determined to wait 
the Event of all this. - This Attempt to 
wake him, not ſuceeeding, ſhe began to 
call him by his Name, to which he 
anſwered, and aſked who ſthe was, and 
what ſhe wanted; as he had done before. 
To this ſhe replied, © Don't you know 
me? Dear Mr. Bradley, let me ſpeak to 
you. Don't you think my Mother uſed 
me cruelly to fend me away in the Man- 
ner ſhe did? She knows I love your Com- 
pany, and therefore ſhe hates I ſhould 
be with you; ſhe has her Reaſons for 
this). but J hope you love me beſt, for 
Tm ſure I love you to Diſtraction. * 
Le at this Inſtant, ſomething was 
| heard 


ARTHUR. O' BRADLEY. 47 


heard to move, on which ſhe ſaid; O 
Heavens! there is Thieves in the Houſe 
it is my Opinion, what ſhall I do, ſave 
and defend me, ſave and defend me; 
and then, - without further Ceremony; 
entered the Bed, on the oppolite Side to 
where Beity had concealed herſelf, and 
catched faſt hold of Aribur, 'who was 
fo ſhock'd that . menen 


ſpeaking. 


10 A third Perſbn now entered, viz. The 
good Lady of the Houſe. Before ſhe 
ſpoke one Word, ſhe took Care, not 
only to ſhut the Door, but to loek it. 
Arthitr's two Companions fearing a Diſ- 
covery, both hugged him cloſe, while 
he endeavoured without making a Noiſe, 
to diſengage himſelf. During this Time, 
the good: Lady ventured to the Bed-ſide, 
and faid, . what are you aſleep; ſo ſoon 
175 | aſleep, 


run all Hazards, and like a Soldier heated 
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aſleep, Mr. Arthur ? Ah! would I could- 


ſſleep ſo, but you have diſturbed my Reft; 


What a Fool am I to love one that loves 
not me! — O you dear Man, ſpeak to 
me and comfort ma —Muſt-I ſue in 
vain? — Time was it was otherwiſe.” 
Here, ſhe pauſed, and all was ſilent, 
Arthur made no Reply ; for though he 
trembled at his Situation, and indeed, 
for the Situation of Miſs and the Maid, 
he was unwilling to expoſe them to Mrs. 
Brooker, eſpecially, as he 2 her as 


guilty as * 


} 


2 this Pauſe, the wiſe Matron; 
conſidered what Step was to be taken. 


She wanted Courage to proceed any-fur- 
ther; at the ſame Time that ſhe had 


neither the Reſolution. or Inclination to 
draw back. At laſt; ſhe determined to 


in 
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in Battle, puſhed boldly on, not doubt- 
ing of Succeſs and Victory. Thus re. 
ſolved, ſhe attempted to enter the Town, 

and take the General Priſoner. But what 
was her Surpriſe, when ſhe found the 
Garriſon ſo ſtrongly fortified and blocked 

upon every Side, that all Attempts were 
in vain. — But to drop all Simile, and 
ſpeak i in plain Terms, her Rage of Diſ 
appointment, joined to her Apprehen- 

ſions, about her Daughter, ſoon broke | 
looſe in the following Manner. — «* 0 
Villain! Villain! Villain! Is it for F 
this you lighted all my Favours? Are 
theſe your modeſt Tricks ? What would 
no one elſe ſerve your Turn, but you 
muſt debauch my Child ?” 


e Artbur, ill unable totally to dil. 
engage himſelf from the two Damſels. 
replied in the utmoſt Confuſion, Ma- 

Vor. II. D dam, 
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dam, you wrong me greatly to ſuppoſe 
me capable of ſo much Diſhonour Ap- 
pearances I am ſenſible are againſt me, 
yet believe me, I am innocent.“ In- 
nocent,” ſaid ſhe, « © Jeſu, grant me 
Patience, it is enough to drive a Woman 
diſtracted to hear a Man talk of his In- 
nocence, with two Wenches in bed with 
him, he muſt be very innocent truly,” — 
Here her Rage increaſed to the utmoſt 
Pitch of Violence, which ſhe vented on 
the two poor Females, dragging them 
out of the Bed, and beating them with- 
out Mercy, which Arthur, who was now 
releaſed from his Entanglement, endea- 
voured to prevent by holding her, and 
entreating her Patience.“ Don't tell 
me of Patience, you Villain,” replied 
ſhe, ** ſo let me go; Do you think 1 
ſal pay any Regard to a Fellow, after 
having been in Bed with two Women at 


One 
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one Time ? No, no; I know the World 
too well for that; had you offered any 
Rudeneſs to me, I could almoſt have 
forgiven yoù, but to ruin my Daughter, 
and my Maid at oris Time, is enough 
to drive me diſtracted. During this 
Time, the two Damſels found Means to 
make their Eſcape.— Arthur put on his 
Cloaths, and left the Room, telling her, 
that when her Paſſion was abated, he 
would endeavour to ſettle the Point 
with her.” —— To which ſhe replied, 
that it! was ont of his Power to ſet- 
tle the Point with ber, | after what was 


s ſoon as Arthur withdrew, ſhe ran 
to her Daughter's | Chamber, determin- 
ing to chaſtiſe Her with the utmoſt Se- 
verity. Here, her Rage vented itſelf 
in Language too ſcurrilous and obſcene 

| D 2 fur 
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for us to relate; and when ſhe found 
herſelf unable to: proceed any further 
this Way, it came toe Blows; during 
which, ſhe met with no Reſiſtance; nor 
even one Word in Return. — At laſt, 
ſhe found, notwithſtanding it was dark, 
that the Perſon ſhe was treating with ſuch 
Violence, was not a Female, and conſe- 
quently it could not be Pepgy. — It 
now remained to be conſidered, who it 
was. She ſuppoſed that her Daughter 
and the Maid had ſecreted themſelves, 
after they left the Room, in order to 
avoid that Puniſhmeot they had Reaſon 


to expect, and that Arthur, finding this 
Place Vacant, had taken ſhelter here.— 


As won 3 as ſhe had fertled this Point 
in n her Imagination, her Rage abated, and 
ſhe began to accuſe: him of his Baſeneis; 


which was ſoon changed to Cruelty, and 
i | at 
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at laſt into the tender Expreſſion of Un- 
kindneſs. Still got one Word in Anſwer 
to all this. I lere ſhe pauſed and con- 
cluded, that the Advantage ſhe now had 
over him, gave. her an Opportunity, 

which, if not embraced, might never 
happen again. Now was the Time, or 
never; the late Diſcovery ſhe imagined, 

would teach him Humility, and there- 
fore ſhe T herſelf Succeſs. | | 


be now affected to cry, talked of his 
Hard- heartedneſs; of her Regard, E- 
ſteem and Love; of his Repentance 
and her Forgiveneſs, and at laſt decla- 
red, ſhe would endeavour to forget what 
vas paſt, provided he'd be dutiful for 
che futüfe, and malte her happy. "Still 
not a Word- all ſilent. This our 
good Lady interpreted as the Signal of 
Conſent. Fully ſatisfied of this, 
; D 3 without 
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without further Ceremony, ſhe determin- 
ed to bring Matters to a Concluſion, 
and ſettle all Differences; for to ſay the 
Truth, ſhe was not an ill-natured Wo- 
man. She had nothing to fear from her 
Daughter, or the Maid after what had 
happened, nor was ſhe apprehenſive, of 
any Interruption, all being ſilent; ſo 
after ſhutting the Door, ſhe crept ſoftly 
into the Bed, and offered to ſettle a 
Treaty of Peace on the moſt friendly 
Terms HIER. TG 0? 8 Tis won d 
827 D 4l2nb2)2626-bizH 
The poor 8 Aitl , remai 
| Glent, and ſignified his Diſapprobation 
of her Conduct, by wrapping himſelf 
up is the Bed - Cloaths; which the Lady 
conſidered as the Effect of his Mode ſty ; 
and therefore. made Uſe of every Art 
the was Miſtreſs, of, to reconcile him to: 
che Rane dat Affairs. wy 
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The two Damſels, in their late Fright, 
had ſecreted themſelves in a Cloſet in the 
adjoining Room, where they heard all 
that had paſſed. He now thought it 
high Time to turn the Tables, and re- 
venge herſelf on her Miſtreſs, whom ſhe 
imagined had at laſt carried off the 
Prize. She ſtole ſoftly down Stairs, and 
got a Light, with which, accompanied 
by Miſs Peggy, ſhe entered the Room in 
order to inſult in her Turn. But what 
was the Surprize, when they drew near 
the Bed, to find Mr. Pi duc the Apothe- 
cary there, inſtead of Artbur. — The old 
Lady's Confufion, Shame and Diſap- 
pointment would beggar all the Powers 
of Deſcription. The various Paſſions 
at this Time ſtruggling for Vent, de- 
prived her of the Power of Utterance. 
The Girls began to exult and triumph, 
Paſſing many ſatirical Jokes, that are 
1 better 
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better imagined than related, At 
length the Doctor, unable to bear it any 
longer, fiew from the Bed with great 
Precipitation, and ran about the Room 
like a Madman. The good Lady, now 
recovered herſelf, and began to cry out, 
Fire, Thieves, Murder, Ravifhmenr, 
while the Girls weie nous; # to burſt 

vith laughing. 


Aribur, who had retired to the Par- 
Jour, hearing all this Confuſion of 
Mirth and Madneſs, now entered the 
Room, and though not perfectly ac- 
quainted with the true Cauſe of what 
he heard and ſaw, he could not pre- 
ferve a fertous Face. The Doctor ſeverałl 
Times attempted to- make his Eſcape, 
but the Girls had ſet themſelves againſt 
the Door, and barred the Paſs. Mat- 


ters remained for ſome Time in this 


Contufion, 
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Conſuſion, till at Jaſt the Noctox flew to 
the Window, . and; getting out upon the 
Leads, made a fate Retreat to, ys own 
Owe (1.203 bas A lM ant 


_Thit. che Wen ey not ** his 
Tonconiocnie find out the Origin of this 
laſt Incident; it is neceſſary, that he is 
made acquainted with the whole Truth 
of che Matter; Which, though it will 
not add to the Credit of ſome Folks, 
yet it is the indiſpenſable Duty of. a 
faithful Hiſtorian, -to relate Matters of 

Fact, juſt as they really are, without 
the leaſt Partiality or Reſerve. Lier 
the guilty . bluſh for themſelves ; it will 
be no Diſgrace to the Author of this 
Hliſtory, to relate what he knows to be 

real Truth. ö 

* 10 b. Tit 9.1: 10 0 b 
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Ender thr), Gentle Kacke, that her 
fore the celebrated Hero of this Hif- 
tory made his Appearance in Devon- 
ſhire, Miſs Peggy and the Doctor were 
very good Friends; and as the Doctor's 
Houſe joined to Mrs. Brooker*s, he had 
for ſome Time made it his Practice to 
come over the Leads, and pay the young 
Eady a Viſit, after the Family retired to 
Reſt. Now, all this might be very 
friendly; he. might come for many and 
various good Purpoſes, very different 


from what may be imagined by the 


Reader; who, it is much to be feared, 
will put ſome wieked Conſtruction on 
all this, and of Courſe be very ſatirical. 
But remember, Gentle Reader, I have 
not given the leaſt Hint that can autho- 
rize, or ſupport any Conjecture to the 
Prejudice of the fair Lady's Character; 

8 more 


＋ - 
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mote than that the Doctor ſometimes did 
viſit her after ſhe was in Bed, but further 
this Deponent ſayeth not. 


This fatal Night, the Doctor, not 
being well pleaſed at parting with Miſs 
Peggy in the abrupt Manner he did, in 
Obedience to her Mother's Commands, 
the Particulars of which, the Reader 
muſt remember to have ſeen in the laſt 
Chapter; he thought himſelf under an 
indiſpenſable Obligation to make the 
young Lady a Viſit; and therefore, 
after he retired Home, came over the 
Leads, and got into her Chamber, but 
not finding her there, he concluded, 
ſne had joined the Company again after 
he left them. Suppoſing this to be the 
Caſe, for it was impoſſible he could di- 
vine, that ſhe was gone to Arthur's 

Cham- 
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Chamber; he got into Bed, (only be- 
cauſe it was a very cold Night) and re- 
ſolved to wait her coming with great 
Patience. In this Situation, he remained 
till the Arrival, not of the young La- 
dy, but of the old one; the Particulars: 
af which, the Reader is ſufficiently ac- 


quainted with. 


As ſoon as the Doctor made his Re- 
treat, Arthur went to his own Room; 
the old Lady ran to her Chamber in. 
the utmoſt Confuſion, without ſpeak- 
ing one Word, and the two diſappoint- 
ed Daniels. retiring to Reſt, put an 
End to this intereſting and important 
Atﬀair. —— 


Wich what Eagerneſs and Aſſiduity, 
do we often labour to expoſe ourſelves 
hs to 
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to the Ridicule and Contempt of the 
World; whereas, by a contrary Con- 
duct, half the Pains would procure 
us univerſal Favour and Eſteem. Let 
the Reader learn from hence, that 
there is a ſecret Curſe attending the 
Practice of Vice and the Indulgence 
of unlawtul Deſires; and that all ima 
ginary Security is vain and impious: 
That Virtue ſeldom goes un-rewarded 
for though ſhe may ſometimes meet 
with Difficulties and Diſcouragements, 
yet, Providence, ever mindful of the 
good, never fails to m Ws 
w__ of 1 2 9 een 

We ſhall cloſe this long Cheng 
by informing the Reader, that when 
the different Parties met the next 
Morning at Breakfaſt,” they cut a moſt 
- ridiculous 
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ridiculous: Figure, Not a Word paſ; 
ſed; all was in dumb Shew z in which, 
however, the Old Lady was the moſt 
Capital Performer. Ariubur quitted 
the Houſe in a few Days, and reti- 
red to a Place where he hoped to hve 
more at Quiet; but, he had too much 


Honour, ever to 1nentton to any one, 
though often ſolicited, the Reaſon of 


his going from Mrs. Brooter s. As 
to the poor Doctor, he found it im- 
poſſible to accompliſh a Reconciliation 
with the good Lady, by any other 
Method than that of marrying Miſs 
Peggy, which he did in a few Days. 

She was obliged to comply though. 
much againſt her Inclination, not be- 
ing able to baniſh from her Mind, 
thoſe pleaſing Ideas Arthur had rai- 
fed ; however, we have the Pleaſure 
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to acquaint the Reader, that ſhe makes 
a very good Wife, and ſtudies to copy 
her Mother's amiable and virtuous, 
Qualities, 


CHAP. 
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The Hiſtory of LOTHARIO and Dor1L as. 
; 


'T this Period of the World, when 
the Minds of Men are corrupted 


by B.iches, Luxury and the deluſive 


Blandiſhments of Pleaſure : when we 
behold Vice lording it triumphantly in 


the gilded Chariot of Vanity and Folly, 


while humble Virtue walketh on Foot, 
regardleſs of Titles and of Honours ; 
the Principle maintained in the laſt Chap- 
ter, that Virtus ſeldom fails of ber Reward, 
may be ridiculed and condemned by thoſe 
who have more Wit than Honeſty, or 
more Courage than good Senſe. 


In 
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In order to illuſtrate this Maxim, we 
ſhall preſent the Reader with a Story. 
And it is imagined, it will be no unac- 
ceptable Offcring, after the laſt tedious 
Chapter of this Hiſtory, which the Au- 
thor would gladly have omitted, had not 
the Authenticity of it made it inconſiſt- 


ent wich his Integrity as an Hiſtorian? 
© -w$ + , - , - | 7. A 


Lothario, was the only Son of a Gen- 
tleman of a very conſiderable Fortune. 
As he was alſo an only Child, his Fa- 
ther idolized him to the utmoſt 17 
of Extravagance. | | 


Derilas, was the Offspring of Inno- 
cence and Humility ; or, to ſpeak an 
plain Terms, the Son of an honeſt Farm- 
er; who roſe with the Lark to his 
daily Labour, and ate the Bread of Care- 


fulneſs with Pleaſure and Gratitude. Un- 
acquaint- 
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acquainted with the Follies or the Vices 
of the Great, he led a Life of Innocence 
and Virtue : his greateſt Pleaſure was to 
provide for the Maintenance of his Fami- 
ly, and he ſought for no Happineſs be- 
yond what he enjoyed in making others 
happy. His lowly Habitation was the 
Tenement of Tranquility and Peace, 
and though he knew not the Bleſſings 
of Plenty, yet he had Philoſophy enough 
to be ſatisfied with his Condition in this 
Life. He had no Knowledge but, what 
he had acquired from Nature and Ob- 
ſervation 3 yet he was friendly and hu- 
mane, virtuous and honeſt; he deſired 
not to be great, but he ſtudied to be 
. Such was the F nber of Nur. 


This hawy Peaſant, rented a ſmall 
F arm of Lothario's Father, adjoining. 
to that Gentleman's Country Seat. In 
| the 


LEEDS. Aa. Ae 
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the dummer Seaſon, Latbario and Dorilas, 
(even, from Childhood) were inſeparable 
Companions. . The idle Forms of Diſ- 
tinction were not attended to in their In- 
fancy, and they loved each other with 
the Friendſhip of Nature. When 
Lothario became of Age to go to a pu: 
blick School, his Attachment to Dorilas 
made him unwilling to leave his Com- 
panion behind: 10 ſhort, they were not 
to be parted. The Father of Dorilas Was 
ſeat far; and an offer made of his Son's 
Education with Lathario at no Expence 
to him. - He acknowledged the Favour 
with great Gratitude z at the ſame Time 
declaring, . that he had no Opinion of his 
Son's receiving, | the. Education of a Gen- 
tleman,, as. he muſt hereafter accommo- 
date his Mind to humbler Views. This 
however, was over: ruled by the Solici- 
tations. of Lotharia, and the Commands 
of 
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of his Father, who determined to in ndulge 
his Son in every Requeſt; 10 that Dori 
la went with his Companion to School, 
and left his Parents with great Reluct- 
ance and great Grief; more cfpecially, 
as he ſaw his Father yielded to his go- 
ing, from the Fear of giving Offence ra- 
ther than ere ination, F 


Fr rom School Dorilas was obliged to 
accompany Litharid © to the Univerſty ; 5 


where he purſued bis Studies with great 
Attention and Aſſiduny, while 'Lothario 


followed the Allurements of Vice and 
Folly. The one became a perfect Scho- 


lar, and the other only imagined himſelf 
ſo. It was can for Lotbaris, that 
his. Father was 4 Gentleman, arid: that 
he ſhould one Day de in Polſeffion'of 
ren. thouſand Pounds a Tear. Dori 


had no n but what aroſę from his 
Induſ- 
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Induſtry, and he made himſelf happy 

with; the Expectation of improving his 
Talents to the Advantage of himſelf and 
Family. He knew the Value of the 
Opportunity he now enjoyed throught 
the Bounty of Lotbario's Father, and he 
ſtudied to make himſelf worthy of it 
with the . Wee Mu 


— WES <> bis Studies and 
purſued his Pleaſures. He ſoon be- 
came what the World falſely calls a fine 
Gentleman; without either Knowledge 
or Good Breeding. He was vain, in- 
ſolent and haughty, at che ſame Time 
that he was mean, miſchievous and cow- 
ardly. He embraced the Temptations 
of Vice, and rejected the Admonitions 
of Virtae. He was a Slave to the In- 
dulgence of his Paſſions; and though 
the 3 of fuch an Indulgence 

frequent; 
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frequently gave his Soul the moſt heart- 
racking Torture, yet he wanted the Re- 
ſolution to purſue à different Conduct. 
Thus as he increaſed in Years, he quit- 
ed that Virtue and Innocence he poſſeſſed 
in tis * 


The Behaviour of Lothario gave the 
virtuous Dorilas the greateſt Uneaſineſs 
of Mind; and he often wept for the 
Follies of his Friend. The Conduct 
of the two Students was obſerved by the 
Univerſity. The one was applauded and 
careſſed, while the other was gongerrmed 
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Derilas cried every Method he could 
invent, to make him ſenſible. of his Er- 
ros. He reaſoned 3 he ady iſed;] be re- 
proved, He warned him of the certain 
Danger attending a Perſeverance in ſuch 
a Courle 
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a Courſe of Riot and Debauchery ; he 
painted the Deformity of Vice, and the 
Beauty of Virtue; and when he found 
all this inſufficient to reftore him to Wil 
dom and Innocence; he endeavoured to 
raiſe and alarm his Fears; by obſerving, 

that though an affluent Fortune OTE 
for a Time, ſupport a Man in the In- 
dulgence of Vice and Pleaſure, - without 
ſuffering him to ſcel the fatal Conſe- 
quences of it, yet, it would at laſt be 
incapable of ſcreening him from the 
Contempt of the World; the greateſt 


| Misfortune that can happen to an intel- 
ligent Mind. 


What was ; the Conſequence of this? 
Inſult and Abuſe Deteſtation and Con- 
tempt '—He deſpiſed | the friendly, gentle 

Admonitions of Dorilas; ; he conſidered 
him as an inſignificant Dependant, un- 
| worthy 
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worthy his Notice, and therefore he re- 
jekted his Counſel. Thus from the Cor- 
ruptions | of Vice, was he loſt to the 
Dictates of Reaſon, and all the ſocial 
Ties of Friendſhip and Humanity. _ 
From hence we may learn, how dan- 
gerous it is, to attempt the Taſk of cor- 
recting the Follies or Vices of others. 
The Depravity of our Nature prevents 


| our ſeeing Things in their true Light ; 
for though we are frequently ſenſible of 


our Errors, Pride, or Shame almoſt 
always lead us to deſpiſe thoſe who 
point them out to us. 


It may not be improper to mention, 
in order to ſhew what Lengths Extrava- 
gance and an unbounded Purſuit of 
Pleaſure will ſometimes carry us; that 
though Lotbario was allowed a very con- 
ſiderable Income to ſupport him at the 


Univerſity, 


F 
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- Univerſity, it was not ſufficient to main- 
tain the Multiplicity of Expences his in- 
ordinate Manner of living brought up- 
on him; while the humble ODerilas, with- 
out the leaſt Appearance of Covetouſ- 
neſs, by Prudence and good Oeconomy, 
conſtantly ſaved ſomething out of the 
Stipend allowed him, though not a tenth . 
Part of what Lolbario had; and fre- 
quently lent this Off-ſpring of Vice and. 
Folly his laſt Guinea to relieve his Di- 
ſtreſſes, which he had the Meane's to 
take; as much as he deſpiſed the good, 
the virtuous Doril 


It would tire the Patience of the 
Reader, were we to enter into a De- 
tail of the various Acts of Vice and 
Folly committed by Lothario, while 
he was at the Univerlity, A dreadful - 

Vol. II. E Catalogue ! 
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Catalogue! We ſhall therefore paſs on 


to Things of greater Importance. 


1 Dorilas made a ſhining Figure as a2 
Scholar, he was beloved by his Precep- 
tors, and indeed the whole Univerſity. 


And when he was of a proper Age and 


| ſtanding in the College, he received 


holy Orders, agreeable to the Directions 
of Lothario's Father, who juſt before, 
had a very valuable Living in his Gift, 


' Vacant, to which he preſented Dorilas. 


Soon after this, Lothario loſt his 
indulgent Father; whoſe Days were 


| ſhoitened by his Grief and Anxiety for 
- the abandoned Conduct of his Son. Lo- 
_ thario heard of this Event with Uncon- 


cern ; he left the Univerſity in a few 
Days, and as he was now in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion 
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ſion of a very conſiderable Fortune, he 
reſolved to purſue his licentious Plea- 
ſures to the utmoſt Extent, being 
no longer ſubject to Controul. His 
Life became one continued Scene of 
Folly and Debauchery, regardleſs ei- 
ther of Fame, Honour, or Honeſty ; 
by which he ſoon impaired both his 
Conſtitution and Fortune. 


Dorilas, on the contrary, paid the 
ſtricteſt Attention to the Duties of his 
Function; living that Life of Virtue 
he perſuaded others to live. He inſtruct- 
ed his Hearers in the moral Duties of 
Life, making them ſenſible of what they 
owed to their God, their Country, them- 
ſelves, and their Neighbours. Ile ne- 
ver perplexed their Underſtandings with 
Syſtems of Religion, but taught them 
to be juſt and generous, merciful and 

E 2 benevol.ot.' 
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benevolent. He endeavoured to remove 
from their Minds, every vulgar - Preju- 
dice; enlarging their Ideas, and inform- 
ing their Underſtandings. He ſhewed 
them the Folly of Strife and Contention; 
and having firſt taught them to be in 
Love with themſelves, he ſoon brought 
them to ſee the Happineſs of living in 
Friendſhip with their Neighbours and 
Dependants. He ſet them a noble Ex- 
ample in his own good Conduct, and 
hence his Arguments made a laſting Im- 
preſſion on their Minds. He was their 
Comforter in Affliction, and their Friend 
in Diſtreſs. Being happy in himſelf from 
the Goodneſs of his Heart, he thought 
it his Duty to make thoſe happy around 
him. In this he ſucceeded beyond the 
Credibility of Belief, 'till at laſt he was 
not only eſteemed as a Man, but almoſt 
adored as a God. 

Let 
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Let us now take a View of Lot bario. 
He ſtill purſued the ſame” abandoned 
Path, inſenſible of approaching Deſtruc- 
tion. He paid no Attention to the 
good of others; the Gratification of his 
own ſenſual Appetites, employed all 
his Time and Fortune, His Heart was 
a Stranger to one ſocial Virtue ; and he 
lived for himſelf alone, Hence he was 
unjuſt and ungenerous ; cruel and op- 
preſiive; hated even by his Dependants, 
and in ſhort, deſpiſed by the whole 
World.—He took a Pleaſure in triumph- 
ing over Innocence in Diſtreſs, eſpecially 
when he himſelf had been the Cauſe of 
it. Ile endeavoured to ſeduce every 
Woman he came near, and wherever he 
ſucceeded, he abandoned them, either to 
the Miſeries of Want, or the Reproaches 
of an unforgiving World. 


29 In 
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In a few Years, however, his Fortune 
was exhaufted by his Extravagance, and 
he felt the Miſcries of Poverty and 
Diſtreſs himſelf. Then, and not *till 
then, he enquired if there was ſuch a 
Man in the World as Dorilas ? . 


At this Time, Dorilas was married to 
a Lady of Family and Fortune; and by 
his great Learning, exemplary Piety, 
and amiable Character, promoted to 
+ Dignitary in the Church. Lotharis 
viſited him, and in the moſt abject Man- 
ner aſked for his Aſſiſtance. Dorilas wept 
when he ſaw him and found to what 
Diſtreſs he was reduced by his Folly and, 
Extravagance. He received him with 
Friendſhip and Humanity, for he not 
only loved him, but bore in his Mind 
the pleafing Remembrance of their In- 
fant Friendſhip, and the Obligations he 
1 o Wed 
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owed to the Bounty of his Father. He, 
took him into his Houſe, and relieved 

lis Diſtreſſes, without ever once reproach- 

ing his Conduct; and he gave Thanks to 

} leaven, that Fortune had given him an 

Opportunity of acknowledging the Fa- 
vours he had received. | 


Here, for a Time, Lothario lived a 
Lite of Sobritty and Peace, enjoying the 
Bleſſings of Plenty and Eaſe. It was 
the Wiſh and Expectation of Dorilas, 
that as he had experienced the fatal Ef- 

ſects of his Vice and Folly, he had now 
purchafed Wiſdom: That he would now 

purſue a different Conduct, and ſpend 
the Remainder of his Days in Innocence 

and Virtue. And that he might not ſuf- 

fer an Uneaſineſs of Mind from the Re- 

flection of his intire Dependance on him, 

be generouſly gave him a conſiderable 

| E 4 Sum 
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Sum of Money, to ſupply himſelf with 
thoſe Things he might wiſh to poſſeſs and 
enjoy, without the diſagreetble and pain- 
ful Circumſtance of Solicitation, In 
Mort, he endeavoured to prevent his 
knowing the Want of any Thing, that 
reaſonable Expectation could wiſh or de- 
fire, for the Purpoſes of Convenience, in- 
nocent Amuſement, and intellectual 
Happinefs.—But alaſs! all this, had not 
{ufficient Influence to baniſh from Lo- 
thario's Mind, the Inclination to follow 
his former Courſe of evil Habits. IIe 
was not ſufficiently reformed by his late 
Sufferings, but ſtill thirſted after Plea- 
ſure and Diſſipation. Thus we ſee, 
when once Vice and Folly gain the 
Aſcendency over Virtue and Reaſon, 
they make Slaves of their Votaries, and 
chain them with Links of Iron, which 


are not eaſily broken. | 
_ The 
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The Return he made Dorilas, for his 
Generoſity and Friendſhip, was an At- 
tempt to ſeduce his Wife to diſhonour 
his Bed; and when he found her Vir- 
tue and Integrity to her Huſband, was 
not to be ſhaken by the Arts of In-. 
ſinuation, he endeavoured to raiſe the 
curſed Paſſion of Jealouſy in the Mind 
of Derilas, by pretending (under the 
Maſk of Friendſhip) a Concern for the 


Injury af his Honour, which he ex, 


plained, by a falſe Story of having de- 
tected his Wife in a criminal Converſa- 
tion with his own Footman. But this 
laſt Piece of Treachery and Baſeneſs, 
became an Act of Neceſſity, in order to 
ſcreen himſelf from the Conſequences of 
the firſt, and invalidate the Charge a- 
gainſt him, from the Lady to her Huſ- 
band. This will teach us, how dan | 
gerous it is to give Way to the firſt 

E 5 Temptations. 
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Temptations of Vice; becauſe, after 
the Commiſſion of one bad Act, we 
often find it neceſſary to commit 
many more, (though we might not 
intend it) in order to ſeeure our- 
ſelves from the Reproach of the 
World, or the Juſtice of condign 
Puniſhment. 


Dorilas was deaf to the Inſinuations 
of Lothario, reſpecting his Wife's In- 
continency; being too well acquainted 
with the Integri:y of her Soyl, and 
her affectionate Attachment to him. 
He ſaw the Villainy of this Proceed- 
ing in its true Light, and finding the 
Danger of any future Connection with 
one, totally loſt to every Senſe of 
Honour and Honeſty, he baniſhed 
him his Houſe, | 


Lor bario 
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' Lethario, now ſoon | ſquandered in 
Riot and Debanchery, the Money he 
had received from the Generoſity of 
the friendly Dorilas; and when Di- 
flreſs made the ſecond Approach, he 
went on the Highway, Where, after 
having committed many Robberies, 
he was taken, committed to Newgate, 
tried, caft, and condemned. 


Dorilas heard . of this fatal Event, 
with great Perturbation of Mind; 
there ſtill remained in his Breaſt, ſome 
Sparks of Friendſhip's Flame; and 
he paid the laſt Duty he owed to the 
Memory of Lotbario's - Father, by ob- 
taining a Mitigation of the dreadful 
Sentence pronounced on the Son. The 
Confequence of this, was a Permif- 
ſion for Lothario to tranſport him- 
felt to one of the Colonies in Ame- 

: rica; 


| | 
. 
| 


_ dence. 
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rica; where Shame, Remorfe, and the 
Horrors of a guilty Conſcience, ſoon 
fixed the Period of his miſerable 
Liſe. N 


From the fatal Effects of Lothario's 
bad Conduct and Propenſity to Vice; 
we may obſerve, that, whoever gives 
himſelf up to Wickedneſs, does as it 
were, ſolicit Miſery and Deſtruction, 
The virtuous Man, may not, it is true, 
be always tortunate, yet he may be hap- 
py from the pleaſing Reflection of hav- 
ing done what is right. . Conſcious of 
this, he will be enabled to bear with 
Fortitude thoſe afflicting Trials Virtue 
ſometimes ſuffers ; and wait with Pati- 
ence for that Reward, which, though 
late, he knows he muſt receive from 
the Diſpenſations of a gracious . Provi- 


If 
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If we were to reflect on the Shortneſs 
and Uncertainty of Life, we ſhould re- 
nounce our Follies and ſeek after Wil- 
dom and Virtue. Short as the longeſt 
Life is, was it employed in the Exer- 
ciſe of Virtue, how many great and 
glorious Actions might be crowded into 
it; and how happy would the Recol- 
lection of them make us! Was the 
Practice of Virtue to engage our 
Thoughts, and be made the grand Ob- 
ject of our Attention, the frequent Re- 
petition of lawleſs Pleaſures, and a Life 
of Diſſipation, would ſoon grow taſte- 
leſs, inſipid and diſguſtful; nor ſhould 
we long continue to waſte the precious 


Moments in thoſe extravagant Pur- 


ſuits after Vice and Folly, which fre- 
quently put a haſty Period to that Life 
we ſo much covet. There are but 


few who wiſh not for long Life: But to 
live 
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live virtuouſly, is the Ambition of a far 
leſs Number. Let it therefore be re- 
membered, that nothing but a virtuous 
Conduct, can teach us the true Value 
of Life; render old Age happy ; and 
prepare us to be reſigned in Tranqui- 
lity, for the ſuture Event of Things. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


A be Hiſtory goes on. Some Obſervations on 
Marriage; and a very improbable Circum- 
fiance, but a true one. | 


TAVING digreſſed from the Hif- 
tory, by introducing the Story of 
Lothario and Dorilas, it is now highly 
neceſſary that we return to our Hero — 
His great Attention to his Profeſſion, 
polite Behaviour and virtuous good Con- 
duct, rendered him univerſally beloved, 
careſſed, and eſteemed. Fame and Wealth 
were the Rewards of his Diligence and 
Induſtry, and he ſeemed to wiſh for no- 
thing but a proper Opportunity to ac- 
compliſh his kind Intentions to Louiſa, 
„„ in 
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in order to ſettle and compleat his Hap- 
pineſs ; but though this Point was the 
grand Object in View, he determined to 
wait 'till his Situation and Circumſtances, 
would not only authorize him to demand 
her of her Father, but enable him to 
make her his, ſecure from Want, ſhould 
he be denied her in Marriage. He had 
ſome Reaſon to imagine her Father 
would object to the Match, but as 
he was ſenſible of her Attachment to 
him, he knew that her Happineſs as 
well as his own, depended on the Union, 
and therefore he determined to marry 
her at all Events. 


I can eaſily ſuppoſe, that this Reſo- 
lution of Arthur's,” will leſſen him ia the 
Eſteem of thoſe provident Parents, who 
think they have a Right to diſpoſe of 
their Children in Marriage juſt as they 

pleale "FN 
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pleaſe; and who are generally governed 
by intereſted Motives, without ever con- 
ſulting the Temper, Inclination, or ſu- 
ture Happineſs of the different Parties. 
It is therefore my Duty to vindicate our 
Hero, from any Charge that may be 
brought againſt him, for what has juſt 
been hinted; and I am the more inclined 
to do this, becauſe I think the Folly of 
Parents in this Point, may be eaſily ſet 
in a different Light from what they may 
imagine. | 


Every thinking Perſon will ſurely ac- 
knowledge, that Love is the beſt Secu- 
rity for Happineſs in Wedlock; and that 
the Hearts ſhould be united before. the 
Hands, What then can we think of 
thoſe, who marry for Intereſt? Or, to 
enjoy a momentary Pleaſure, bind them- 


{clves for Liſe to Objects diſagreeable to 
their 
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their ſerious. Reflections? With whom 
they muſt live in perpetual Diſcord ?— 
We are indeed commanded by Au- 
thority to marry, leſt we. ſhould be 
tempted to indulge-Concupiſcence. But 
the Charte of a Partner is however left 
to cure; we are under no legal Re- 
ftricuur z is Point. | Some it muſt be 
confeied, ate obſtructed in it, on Ac- 
count of accidental Cireumſtances; but 
thoſe who are at Liberty, and under no 
external Impediment, ſhould be particu- 
larly careful, that they do not marry 
merely for Beauty or Wealth. 


Neither Beauty nor Riches, are abſo- 
lately capable of ſecuring Happineſs in 
the Marriage State, though they. often 
operate as an additional Means of pro- 
_ curing it. Beauty does not always 
create real Love; it almoſt una voidably 

will 
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will Deſire z which when gratified, will 
ſoon be ſatiated. And what can Riches 
give? Will they either ſecure or beſtow, 
Content ? Will they atone for the De- 
ficiency of Virtue ? —— They will not, — 
It is therefore the higheſt Wiſdom and 
Prudence, to make our Engagements 
for Life with ſuch Perſons as appear a- 
miable. A mutual Love ſhould be firm- 


ly cemented before Marriage; for wich- 


out it, we cannot figure to ourſelves a 
greater Miſery. Where Love is, there 
will be Happineſs; and let Old Age 


come when it will, Happineſs will ſtill 


ſabfiſt; nor will any Misfortune ever be 
able to deſtroy that mutual Satisfaction, 
enjoyed in the Society of one after our 
own Hearts. | 


« Thoſe Traces for ever will laſt, 
* Which Sickneſs ner Time can remove; 
as Fo or 
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« For when Yeuth and Beauty are paſt, 
« And Age brings the Winter of Love, 
« A Friendſhip inſenſibly grows, 
« By Reviews of ſuch Raptures as theſe ;, 
«© The current of Fondneſs ſtill flows, 
«*« I/hich decrepid old Age caunot freeze.” * 


Arthur was moſt agreeably ſurpriſed, 
with an unexpected Viſit from Mr. Caleb 
the Player, with whom we made the 
Reader acquainted in the firſt Volume 
of this Hiſtory. The Company to which 
this. Gentleman belonged, were perform- 
ingat a Town, about twenty Miles from 
where Arthur lived, and as they had not 
met with any great Succeſs, they were 
on the eve of leaving it ; which brought 
Mr. Caleb here, to ſee what better Pro- 


— — 


— —_ 


n 


* Old Ballad, of Colin's Complaint. 
ſpect 
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ſpe& this Place ſeemed to promiſe z and 
alſo to obtain Permiſſion of the Mayer 
of the Town to exhibit, 


The Day after Mr. Caleb arrived, 
he waited on the Mayor, and petitioned 
for Leave for the Company to perform 
there, which his Worſhip refuled, tel- 
ling Caleb, he would not ſuffer Strolbers 


in his Town, becauſe the Lau ſaid they 


were Waggabones.” Poor Caleb endea- 
voured to ſoften and perſuade his Wor- 
ſhip into a Compliance, but with- 
out Succeſs. *©* Sarrah,” cried the Ma- 


giſtrate in a Paſſion, ** Do you know 


who I am? Do you know that I appre- 
Bend the King's Majeſty? And ſhall 
you tell me what I am to do? Get out 
of the Town immediately, or J ſhall 
reprebend you, for I'll not remit Wagga- 
bones in my Furedickſon,” 

Poor 
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Poor Caleb returned to Aribur, not 
well ſatisfied with his Reception, and 
yet highly pleaſed with his Worſhip's 
Importance. Arthur finding how Mat- 
ters went, undertook to intercede for 
him, and waited on the Mayor, of whom 
he requeſted the Favour he had denied 
to Caleb; telling him that he knew the 
Perſon who had applied to him, and 
would be anſwerable for the Conduct 
and good Behaviour of the whole Com- 
pany. * Nay, if that's the Caſe, Sir,“ 
-faid his Worſhip, Why I have no De- 
jection to it, provided it will not degrate 
the Dignity of my .Sofrain Hautherity ; 
but you know Sir, I muſt deſarve and 
retain that, or I ſhall not ſupport my 
CarraZur. So, look you, d'ye ſee, if 
ſo be as how the Townclark thinks it will 
hold good in Lau, I have no Dejeclion to 
it, ſince you bequeſt it,” 
| Arthur 
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Aribur returned his Worſhip Thanks 
for his Civility and Indulgence, and left 
him as faſt as he could, finding it im- 
poſſible to forbear laughing had he ſtaid 
much longer ; however, he indulged his 
Mirth as ſoon as he returned to Caleb. 
Matters being thus ſettled, Caleb returned 
to the Company, in order to acquaint 
them ef his Succefs, and haften their 
Removal; to which Place Arthur ac- 
companied him. When they arrived, 
they found the Company at a Stand 
for Want of one 'of their Performers, 
who during Caleb's Abſence, had been 
taken up by the Pariſh Officers for a 
Baſtard · child, ſworn to him by one of 
the Actreſſes; and being unable to pay 
what was demanded on this Occaſion, 
was committed to Priſon. Caleb ſhook 
his Head when he heard of this Tranſac- 
tion, which raiſed Arthur's Curiofity, 
as 


8 ** 
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as he ſaw Caleb ſeemed ſhocked, and did 
not appear to believe what he had been 


told. 
R 
Aribur could not be eaſy *till he had 
enquired of Caleb who the unfortunate 
Perſon was, and alſo what would ſet him 
Liberty ; for though he conſidered this 
Affair as highly imprudent, yet his ten- 
der Heart was affected with the Diſtreſs 
of the Perſon, though unknown to him; 
and he reſolved to deliver him from his 
Trouble : So eafily was he moved to re- 
heve the Diftreſſes of others; though 
made miſerable by their -own Follies. 
Such generous and benevolent Diſpoſiti- 


ons proceed only from great and exalted 


Minds, who pity the Misfortunes of 
others without Reproof, and relieve 
without Severity. Caleb explained to 

Aribun 
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Arthur the Reaſon of his being alarmed 
and ſhocked at this Affair. 


« You muft know my Friend,” ſaid 
he, this is all a Trick, a baſe Pro- 
ceeding. The Woman who has had the 
Child, has been long ſuſpected of an In- 
trigue with the Maſter of our Company; 
who, either by Perſuaſion or Threats, 
ſeduces every Woman within his Power. 
That our Tyrant is the Father of this 
Child I have not the leaſt Doubt; for it 
is impoſſible the Perſon to whom it is 
ſworn, ſhould be the Father of it, for. 
he has not been above a Month in the 
Company, and was before that Time an 
entire Stranger to us all. Beſides, he is 
ſo young, and appears to have ſo much 
Virtue and Innocence in his Compoſition,” 
that I own ſhould not ſuſpect him, had 
he been longer with us. This is an in- 

Vol. II. F famous 
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famous Stroke of Policy in the Maſter, 
to ſereen himſelf, not only from the Scan- 


| by. but the Expence of this Aue 


Good God!“ cry'd e is it 


poſſible he can be ſuch a Villain? Surely 
Human Nature is not ſo loſt to Honour, 


Virtue, and Humanity? Men can ne- 


ver run ſuch wicked Lengths for the 
Indulgence of Pleaſure!“ “ Ah! my 
Friend,” ſaid Caleb, „vou judge of 


Mankind by the Goodneſs of your own 


Heart, but that will almoſt for ever de- 


_ceive you. There are Men in the World, 


who live but tor themſelves, and are ſo 


| loſt to every Senſe of Goodneſs, by a 
boundleſs Purſvit after lawleſs Pleaſures, 


that they break through all Order, and 
ſet aide the Diſtinction between Virtue 


and Vice, Good and Evil, Friendſhip and 
bh Tumanity. This baſe Tyrant, has not 


only 
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only ſeduced the. poor Creature (who 
when-ſhe canie among us, ſeemed per- 
fectly innocent) but has forced her to- 
add Perjury to her Loſs of Virtue. My 
Nature ſhrinks. at the Thought, and 1 
hope Providence: will ſoon deliver: me 
from the Power of ſuch a Monſter. As 
for the poor young Fellow,” continued 
Caleb, I am ſo ſenſible of his Innocence, 

that I will give him every poſſible Aſliſt- 

ance, if J part with my laſt Shilling; for 
to know of: Virtue in Diſtreſs, and not 
'endeavour to relieve its Misfortunes, is 

next to being the Author of them.” 


„O my Friend,“ ſaid Arthur, your 
Greatneſs of Soul gives me the higheſt 
Pleaſure, and you will henceforth be 
dearer to me than ever. Fear not of 
Proſperity and Happineſs, for Provi- 
dence never fails to reward ſuch virtuous 

F 2 and 
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and benevolent Diſpoſitions. As for the 
young Man, I will ſet him at Liberty, 
be the Expence what it will; therefore 
let us go and acquaint him that his Trou- 
bles ſhall ſoon have an End. I own, 1 
long to ſee him, after what you have 
Taid in his Favour, and when we know 
what will ſet him at 2 1 will _ 
the Money and purchaſe.ix. | | 


They went immediately to the Priſon 
and viſited him; and when he ſaw Caleb, 
he burſt into a Flood -of Tears. But 
when Arthur entered the Room, the 
young Fellow fixed his Eyes ſtedfaſtly 
on him for a few Moments, and wring- 
ing his Hands, ſaid, Good God, Good 
| God! What do | ſee?” Scarcely had he 

delivered theſe Words, before his Sur- 
prize overcame him, and he fainted a- 


_— C and * ran to his Aſſiſt- 
| | X ance, 
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ance, but what was. the Surprize and 
Aſloniſhment of the latter, when he be- 
held i in the Perſon, of this young F ellow 5 
his dear, his beloved Louiſa ! 


17 the Reader is deſirous of knowing, 
Ve what Accident, or from what Cauſe 
this extraordinary Event came. to paſs; 
he muſt go on to the next Chapter, 
where he will find the Matter fully rela- 
ted and explained. 


7 
9 
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In which, what . ERR. and 
- incomprehenfible in the laſt Chapter, is 
rendered clear and evident to the Satis. 
Faſtion of the Reader, unleſs be ſhould 
require Matbematical Demonſtration. ' 


HE Meeting of Arthur and Louiſa, 
ia the extraordinary Manner the 
Reader has juſt been made acquainted 
with, produced a Scene of Diſtreſs and 
Joy not to be deſcribed, —Happy would 
it have been for Hayman, Dance, or 


MMoriimer, had they beheld it at the Time 


Touiſa tainted away; as it would have 
afforded a noble Deſign for a Picture. 
you _ might either of theſe cele- 

brated 
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brated Painters, have expreſſed their dif- 
ferent Countenances and Attitudes, — 
Louiſa gating, with Doubt, Surprize and 
Joy, on the Idol of her Soul, 'till loft 
in Amazement and extatic Tranſport, 
Thought preſt on Thought and over- 
N Senſe! Arthur watching her 
}.ooks with Tender nefs and Compaſſian, 
feeming to ſay, ** though thanart a Stranger, 
young Man, I ceme to reſcue. you from Di- 
fires.” And laſtly, the amiable Caleb, be- 
wildered with Surpsize, when he found 
they knew each other, and that his Com- 
rade was a Woman. 5 1 994 
. 
3 
As ſoon as Louils eld Catch 
went and informed the Magiſtrate Who 
| had committed her, of the Diſcovers 4 
in conſequence of which, ſhe was immea 
diately ſet at Liberty. And u hen the 
45 beeame public, the Actreſs who 
| | F 4 had 
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had ſworn the Child to Lou, and the 
Maſter of the Company, who had been 


the Cauſe of it, thought proper to with- 


dra themſelves, in order to eſcape that 
Puniſhment they ſo juſtly merited, and 
which they knew muſt follow, in Confe- 
Fate of fo erer a Proceeding, 


— 


0g was almoſt diſtracted to know 
the Cauſe of this Event, which he knew 
not how to reconcile to his Mind. It 
appeared like a Dream; and though he 
with-d to know the Particulars, his 


Poubts and Fears raifed an Apprehen- 


ſion, that ſome fatal and unhappy Con- 
fequences muſt have given Riſe to what 
he had heard and ſeen, He lov'd Louiſa 
even to Madneſs! No wonder then, he 


was alarmed at finding her ſo unexpect- 
edly, in ſuch a 3 and under oy 
Circumſtances. 


£318 
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_ Louiſe, ſaw the Anxiety of his Mind, 
and as ſoon as they left the Priſon, and 
retired to a proper Place, related the 
nn of Her Adventures. 


0 0, my deareſt n ſaid YI 
+ am ſenſible that, this Event, muſt be · 
wilder your Imagination, and create the 
molt terrible Apprehenſions. I feel for 
you to my Sopl, becauſe 1 know you 
love me and I muſt confeſs, that the 
preſent Appearance of Things is greatly 
againſt me; I therefore_intreat you to 
ſuſpend all Doubt and Cenſure till you: 
hear the Story. L have to relate,” . 


15 Know then, about three Months 
azo, my Father by Chance, ſaw one. of 
your Letters; and found by, the Con- 
tents of it, that we not only correſpond: 
ed, but that our ſormer. Love ſubſiſted; 

F 5 and 
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and that we propoſed Marriage. This 
unlucky Circumſtance, was attended 
with very diſagreeable Conſequences to 
me. — I was examined in the ſtricteſt, 
and, I may ſay, moſt cruel Manner. I 
avowed my Love for you, and my Refo-, 
lation to be your's, and your's only. 
reminded him of his formerly conſent- 
ing to my encouraging your Addreſks ; 
of having firſt taught me to love and 
eſteem you. All this, is very 
true,“ ſaid he, but Arthur muſt have 
been 'a very bad young Man, or his 
Father would not have turned him out 
of Doors, and given him up as he did. 
While I thought him worthy of you, 
and knew that his Father could, and 
probably would give him a Forrune, 1 
had no Objection to the Match; but, 
a8 Things now ſtand, I will never give 
my Conſent; and therefore it is my 
* Command, 
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Command, that you drop all Correſpond-' 
ence, and in. * reſolve to think no 
more of, him.“ 


« This was.a heart-wounding Stroke 
to me. But judge my Diſtraction a few 
Days after, when 1 found, he not only 
pei ſiſted in his Reſolution, but intro» 
duced: a Friend's. Son to me, and cam- 
manded me to receive him not only as a 
Lover, but the Perſon. he intended to 
make my Huſband! 1 ſtarted at the 
Thought and was barely civil to the Gen- 
tleman, who to do him Juſtice, ſhewed 
me every Mark of Tenderneſs and: E- 
ſteem; declaring his Approbation of 
my Perſon, Family and Fortune, and 
his Deſire to make me his Wife. God 
forgive me! My Attachment to you, 
and my Apprehenſions of the Danger 
likely to arije from this critical and di- 

ſlreſſed 
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flreſſed Situation, led me to treat him 


90 


with great Unkindneſs and Sruelty.— 


My Father ſeeing the Obſtinacy of 

my Temper, and my determined Reſo- 
lution not to yield to the Propoſal; 
won reſolved to put an End to the Aﬀ- 
fair. A Day was fixed for the Marri- 
age, and I was given to underſtand, 
that if I perſiſted in my Attachment to 
you, and refuſed to obey his Commands 
in this Affair, he ſhould no longer con- 
ſider me as his Child, or think him- 
ſelf under the leaſt Obligation to give 
me a Fortune: And laſtly, if I refuſed 
this Perſon, and married you, he would 
never ſee me more.” 


© £ 
\ 


, Good God * cry:d Arthur, “ how 
E:tremble with the Thought of what 


"» 
* 


IIb you 
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* 
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you' mut hare ſuffered — _ 


went on. H . Dean ; 214 (448 
4 

5 The Day drew near, and I became 
more alarmed and diſtreſſed. I implored: 
the Aſſiſtance ot my Mother; ſhe, good 
Woman, had it only in her Power to pi- 
ty me, for ſhe declared, ſhe had ufed 
every Argument ſhe could deviſe, to 
perſuade my Father. from his Purpoſe, 
but all without Effect; who in this Af 
fair was governed wholly by Intereſt. 
The Day before that fixed for my Mar- 
riage, 1 flew to my Father's Chamber 

tore he was up, and on my-Knees, in 
the moſt moving and aſfeting Manner, 
begged him to take Pity on me; telling 
him I was ready to obey him in every 
Command, provided he would not in- 
ſiſt on my marrying the Man who was 
my utter Averſion. I even promiſed I 

would 
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would never..think- of marryitg you 
without his Conſent ; and at laſt; only 
begged a longer Time to conſider of his 
Propoſal. All would not do; he was 
determined; and ſtill perſiſted in the 
harſh, the unnatural Command; talked 
of forcing me to a Compliance, and con- 
cluded all by ſaying, that the Moment 1 
refuſed, he would turn me "_ of n 
700 abandon me far ever.“ MEIN 


146 God * bis . Cruelty,““ 
cried Caleb, did not daily Experience 
furniſn us with repeated Inſtances, it 
would ſcarcely be credited, that Parents 
can be ſo loſt to the Ties of Humanity 
and natural Affection, as to force the 
Inclinations of their Children, to what 
muſt make them for ever miſerable, 
| —_— for interefted Views; nor is it 

* that ſuch barbarous a 
n= - ſhould 
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ſhould” be ſuffered with Impunity in 2 
Chriſtian Country. The "OP 
FS — . 


7 1 now gave e myſelf opfortoſt 5 — 
Hope was baniſhed. I flew to my Chams 
ber, almoſt diſtracted with Deſpair and 
Horror: A Flood of Tears gave' me 
fome Relief, and my Spirits became 
more compoſed. 1 faw Ruin before me; 
and yet knew not how to avoid it. O! 
| how I wiſhed for you, my deareſt Ar- 
thur ] One Sight of thee, would have 
made me happy. I had no Friend to 
adviſe with, no one to counſel or aſſiſt 
me: I called for you in my Deſpair a 
thoufand Times, but oh ! you heard 
me not. It may be thought inconſiſtent 
with the Delicacy and Propriety of Fe- 
male Modeſty to declare myſelf ſo open- 


ly, out I am. not aſhamed of it, ſince I 
know 
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know my Attachment to you; is founded 
on thoſe virtuous Principles, which no 
Woman need be. aſhamed to own; nor 
ſhall it ever lead me to any Thing cri- 
minal, or that may bring either the Re- 
proach of the World, or my own Con: 


ſcience 2 me.” 


4 What a * generous Way of 
thinking is this,“ ſaid Caleb, <<] com- 
mend you for your Openneſs and Free- 
dom of Thought; it is the Character- 
iſtic of a great Mind; and I have not a 
Doubt, but they who are more reſerved, 

| have lets. true, Delicacy, Honour, and 
Virtue, Therefore, my dear Lady, make 
no Apology tor yoar Freedom of Ex- 
preſſion, it is the genuine DiRates of an 


honeſt Heart.“ IF 


: .”. : 
4 . ad {1 
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| * * — aid _— 1; e 
« 52 » 


511 


ARTHUR 0 BRADLEY. 113 


"White Cali was ſpraking, arthur 
gazed with Admiration on Louiſa, and g 


4 


try d to ſpeak, but his Heart was too 


full, * till at laſt he burſt into Tears, 


and then ſaid, O my deareſt Louiſa, 


my Soul doats on you, yet I am filled 
with the moſt alarming Apprehenſions.“ 


Here his Countenance changed, his 
* failed, and he fainted away. 


Caleb and Louiſa, ran and ſupport y 
him, *cill he recovered. * During the 
Time Arthur was inſenſible, Louiſa ſhew- 3 
ed the moſt diſtreſſed Signs of heart. felt 
Anguiſh ; and Caleb wept at ſeeing two , 
People ſo concerned for one another. 
Arthur begged Pardon for the Inter- 
ruption; and Louiſa finding him reſtored 


to his Senſes, ſaid every Thing ſhe could 


to cheer his Spirits and relieve his Mind. 


8 *l muſt beg you,” ſaid ſhe, ** to com- 


: poſe 
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poſe | yourſelf, that I may finiſh my 
Story, becauſe I think it my Duty to 
make you acquainted with every Parti- 
cular.” Ar:bur lifted up his Hands, and 
begging of Heaven to bleſs her, deſired 
ſhe would proceed. She ogy and 
2 the Narration. d nid 


| « The Eve * my Sacrifice came, 
and my Horrors increaſed; Preparati- 
ons were making in the Family for the 
approaching Ceremony of my Ruin. 
Under this dreadful Anxiety of Mind, E 
was inſpired with the Thought of flying 
from - the 4mpending Danger. Here, 
Fear, Duty, and filial Affection, ſeemed 
to forbid it. I became ſhocked and di- 
ſtracted with the Thought. I was divi- 
ded betwixt Love and Duty; and, for a 
Time incapable of making any Choice. 


- - ry 
ff. a1 5 
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ish,“ cry'd Caleb, I had been 
behind you; I would have whiſpered 
Elapement in your Ear.” — Lcœuiſa ſmiled 
and went '0n, — _ | 


| +4 Terrified with the Apprehenfion, of 


being oblized to ſubmit to the cruel 
Commands of my Father the next 
Morning; I at laſt Nen 


from the intended Injury.“ —** Bravo,” | 
cry'd Caleb, clappirig his Hands, · you" 


did right,. That is a Point,” 


Lauiſa, ] am not yet thoroughly Af 
eiled to; I till have my Doubts as to 
the ReQitude of the Proceeding. —After 
I had reſolved to take this raſh Step, 4 
thouſand ' Difficulties preſented- them- ö 
ſelves. I knew not where to go, to re. 
main undiſcovered, and I was ſenſible 


my Father's Diſappointment and ven- 
GR would lead him ta ſeek me ow, 
ſhould 


\ 1-1 AMY e HUHTHA 
11 Mapa abus OE 
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thould he have haken, off the more ten: 
der In:ereſts of parental Affection.— The 

Time waſted, and every Moment created 
new Fears. — At length, I was ſtrüuck 
wich the Thought, that it would be beſt 
to diſguiſe myſelf. ih recollected, chat 1 
had i in my Cuſtody, a Suit of my Bro- 
ther s Cloaths which le had left off when 
a Lad, becauſe they were too little for 
him. This pleaſed me, and when the 
F amily.retired to Reſt, I put them on, 
and found they fitted we pretty well. I 
alſo found a Pair of his Slices; but my 
whole Scheme had like to have proved 
abortive, for Want of a Hat. At laſt 
T was reduced to the Neceſſty o of raking 
one Belonging to the Footman. Thus 
equipped, I dreſſed my Hair in thie 
Manner it is worn by Men, and about 
two o'Clock i in the Morning, made my 


Eleape undiſcovered and unſſpe&ted:” 
had. 
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J. had ſcarcely quitted the Houſe, 
before my Heart failed me, apd I trem- 
bled with the Recollection of my Raſh- 
neſs and Diſobedience, as much as I had 
done before for my Danger.” — © Do 
not call it, Diſobedience,” cya Caleb, 
„ if, Self-defence i is Diſobedience, I have 
loſt my. Underſtanding; however, I 
commend you for N Goodneſa of 


Rh t. = 


: « 14 was "al. Avided,” 4 continued 
* « which Step to take. 1 
thought of the Confuſion and Diſtreſs 
my poor Mother would be in when 
my Elopement was diſcovered ; Ti ima- 
gined I ſaw her raving and calling out 
tor. me. I turned. back, and "FE, mh 
ger ſtar'd me in the F ace. 1 1 
Manner was I perplexed and, you 
dered till Day- light began to appear; 


when 


w 8 * 
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when I came to the Reſolution of riſk- 
ing all Conſequences rather than return. 
— Thus determined, I could think of 
no Step ſo proper as that of flying te 
AI was happy in the thought of my 
Difguiſe, becauſe I was ſenſible it would 
ſecure me from thoſe Inſults I. ſhould 
have been liable to. as a Woman.— I was 
under no A pprehenſion of being purſued 
the Road I reſolved to take, becauſe I 
knew my Father did-not know to what 
Part of the World you was gone; nor 
could he come to the Knowledge of it, 
had he ſuſpe&ed I was gone to: you, 
—_— he * enquired of n FOO” 


Fear added Speed to my Feet ad 
Strength to my Limbs, for in a ſhort 
Time I reached K2x/ingion, where J 
found che Maſter of a Public-Houſe 
7 A | up. 
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up. I inquired* of him, concerning 
the Exeter Coach, and was told it would 
paſs by in leſs than an Hour. Here-[ 
ſtopt and got ſome Refreſhment, detet- 
mining to wait for the Coach. I exa- 
mined my Dreſs and Appearance by 
Day-Light, and found I was ſo well 
equipped and looked ſo little like-a Fe- 
male, that I had no Reaſon to fear 4 
Diſcovery. — The Coach came, but 
When I inquired into the Expence, I 
found ' the Money I had about me 
would be | inſufficient to defray my 
Charges, and therefore was obliged to 
proceed on Foot. This was am un- 
lucky Circumſtance ; but in my Fright, 
forgot to take any more Money than 
what I had about me, when I changed 
my Cloaths.— My Spirits were not de- 
preſſed by this Accident, and I deter- 
We to purſue” my Journey, not 

* 
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nm but my Money Mae's laſt 
to the had of it, in the Manner I tra- 


velled. 


p «6 1 mall not tire you with. a Detail 
of what happened to me on the Road 
between Ken/ington and Honiton; ſuffice | 
it to ſay, that I was frequently ſo fa- 
tigued and benighted, that nothing but 
the Circumſtances of my Situation 
could have tempted me to proceed. — 
When arrived at Honiton, I went to 
an Inn, in order to. procure ſome Re: 
freſhment and a Lodging. Here 1 
found.my. Money reduced ; to two Shil- 
lings; and apprehended JI was at leaft 
fifty, Miles diſtant from you, which 
at the Rate I was now. able to travel. 
was four. Days Journey. My Spirits 
now -fail'd me, and I knew not what 


Step to take; to return, I could not; 
and 
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and 1 muſt freely own, that Pride,” or 
Shame, or Fear, or, in ſhort, IL. cannot 
tell what, would not ſuffer me to come 
to a Reſolution to remain at Honiton 
till I could acquaint you of my diſtreſs- 
ed Situation. Here, I began to refled 
on my raſh Imprudence, and ſaw with 


all it Horrors, the fatal Conſequence 
of my; r = 


* 1 dente. ſaid Caleb, cc h will 
not repeat the Word Diſobedience a- 
gain, The World indeed may think it 
Jo, becauſe People in general make no 
Diſtinction between true Delicacy and 
falſe. Lou left your Parents with Rea- 
ſon, and certainly are neither wrong, 


or accountable to any one for your Con- 


duct. Eb. pray go on.“ 1 2 70 : * 


A 


Vol. 1 G „OP 
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E he with theſe Thoughts,” | 
continued Zone, © I could ſcarcely con · 
ceal the Anguiſh of my Mind from the 
People at the Inn; and in this Situation 
was I, when Mr. Caleb came into the 
Houſe and fat down by me at the Kirch- 
en Fire.“ 


Aye,“ ſays Caleb, I ſhall always 
remember it. I was greatly: ſtruck with 
your Appearance; and I ſaw by your 
Countenance that you was labouring 
under ſome Diſtrefs of Mind, which 
affected me very much, becauſe I faw 
you was but a Lad, and ſeemed to be a 
Stranger to thoſe Parts. I thought to 
myſelf, you was the moſt handſome 
Youth I ever beheld, not that I had the 
leaſt Suſpicion of your being a Woman. 
But 
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But 1 interrupt you, fo pray go on.“ — 
Louiſa continued her Story. 


* This good Glalathin, who 1 little 
thought was an Acquaintance of my dear 
Arthur's, obſer ved, as he ſays, my Di- 
ſtreſs, and inquired the Occaſion of it. 
He aſked me ſo many kind Queſtions, 
and ſaid fo many civil Things to me, 
that I was almoſt tempted to make him 
acquainted with my Story; bur on Re- 
fletion, Prudence forbad it. I how- 
ever told him, I was in a ſtrange Place, 
diſtant from my F riends, and deſtitute of 
Money. He ſhewed great Concern” for 
my Situation, but ſaid, Money was a 
Thing in which he could not befriend 
me. That I was a ſprightly Lad, and 
if 1 thought proper, he would tecom- 
mend me to his Maſter, who, he was al- 
moſt certain, would employ me, which 

G 2 Vould 
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would relieve me for a Time, "ral 1 
could ſend to my Friends.” 


When found he  belong'd to a Com- 
pany + of Players, my Spirits failed me 
again, for otherwiſe I would oladly have 
accepted of the Offer; but I knew 1 
had no Abilities to attempt a Thing of 
this Sort. Ie made light of my Ob- 
| jections, told me I might be uſeful many 
Ways, and offered to inſtruct me. I 
ſhudder'd at the Thought, but at laſt, 

his Entreaties and my Diſtreſs prevailed. 
1 joined the. Company the next Morning, 
and determined to get the better of my 
Fears; hoping in a ſhort Time, by ſome 
Means or other, to be able to raiſe Mo- 
ney enough to enable me to proceed on 
my J ourney 3 for I till reſolved not to 
apply to you, or acquaint you of my 
| Situation, Strange as this Conduct may 
6 appear, 
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appear, I ſtuck to the Point, and ab- 
horred the Thought of ſoliciting your 
Friendſhip, becauſe I knew not what Re- 
ception it might meet with, or how you 
might behave afier you knew of my Im- 
prudence. I know this Conduct and 
Obſtinacy of Temper, will be condemned 
by the World; till 1 think I had a 
Right to follow the Feelings of my own 
Heart, in what concerned no one but 
myſelf alone. My greateſt Care at this 
Time, was to conceal my Sex from thoſe 
I aſſociated with.“ 


«© Mr. Caleb ſhewed me great Civility 
and Friendſhip, he inſtructed me in ſome 
trifling Parts which made me uſeful to 
the Company. The Attention I paid to 
this Buſineſs, in ſofne Meaſure diverted 
my Thoughts and relieved my Mind ; 

ſo that ſome of its Horrors were loſt on 
| G 3 me. 
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me. The Pay I at firſt received, would 
have been inſufficient to ſupport me in 
common Neceſſaries, had not this good 
Friend given me ſome Aſſiſtance, One 
Circumſtance I cannot help mentioning, 
he was ſo generous as to offer me a Part 
of his Bed, in order to ſave me the Ex- 
pence of a Lodging, a Mark of his 
Geodneſs I ſhall never forget.” 


And did you accept of it,” eried Ar- 
thur, in the greateſt Agitation.-< Why 
no, ſhe did not,” replied Caleb, but ſup- 
poſe ſhe had, her Perſon ſhould have 
been ſacred for me, had I diſcovered 
her Sex; fo don't be alarmed, and put 
yourſelf in a Flurry about nothing; 
what you'll be jealous I ſuppoſe ?” And 
then burſt into a Laugh. To ſay the 
Truth, Arthur did look a little fooliſh, 
juſt at this Time. 

_— - 
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« | hope, continued Zowiſa, he 
does not ſuſpect either my Honour or my 
Virtue; however, to-remove his Fears, 
it is neceſſary to inform him, that I did 
not accept of your kind Offer; I was 
not ſo imprudent amidſt all my Folly.— 
From Honiton I travelled with the Com- 
pany to the Town where you found me; 
but 1 intended to have left my Comrades. 
and my new Profeſſion in a few Days, as 
I faund I was within twenty Miles of the 
Place where you lived, As to the Cir- 
cumſtapce of the Impriſonment, I am 
unable to accaunt for it, not that it gave 
me much Concern; for though 1 was 
unwilling to diſcover myſelf, I knew if 
4 was reduced to the Neceſſity of doing 
it, that would ſoon acquit me of the 
| Charge againſt me; but as my Friend 
Mr. Caleb was abſent when it happened, 
L ſubmitted patiently to. it, determining 
| G 4. to 
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to wait his Return, in order to conſult 
him before I took any Step to obtain my 
* FI 7 | 


a my deareſt {r/bur, is an au- 
thentic Account of my whole Proceed- 
ings, Part of which, your Friend can 
confirm the Truth of. I know not what 
Judgment either you, or the World will 
form of my Conduct in this Affair, and 
indeed, I am truly ſenſible, that as a 
Woman, J have gone an unwarrantable 
Length; yet I fatter my felf, a Time 
will come, when I may be able to vindi- 
cate it to my Friends, and you, I flew 
from a Violence which was offered me ; 
but then I flew to you for Protection, 
and joined a Company of Players, quit= 
ting the Delicacy of my Sex, and aſſum- 
ing that Form, which no Woman can 


be ſuppoſed to do, without. being loſt to 
all. 
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all Senſe of Propriety, Decency, and 
Shame.—— All this I have done, and I 
fee the Guile of it with Horror; I am 
bewildered with the Recollection of it, 
and I can hardly credit the Intelligence 
of my own Senſes. A ter all, though 
1. may confeſs it with ſome Degree of 
Shame, I think I can truly ſay, that no- 
thing but my Regard for you, could 
have prompted me to do what 1 
have done, and therefore J am intitled 
to ſome Favour from you; and on your 
Judgment I muſt now ſtand or fall, muſt 
now be happy or miſerable for ever. 
Conſider this: Conduct as the Weakneſs. 
of a Woman, and if by Imprudence I 
have forfeited my Pretenſions to your 
Love, have the Humanity to protect me- 
as a Friend, from the Inſules 1125 a LU - 
ny World.” —— — HOLT 
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The Moment theſe laſt Words were 
pronounced, her Countenance changed, 
and ſhe fainted away. Caleb ſaved her 
from falling, but Arthur was ſo affected 
with what ſhe had ſaid, that he was in- 
capable of riſing from his Seat to her 
Aſſiſtance. He recovered himſelf 
Juſt as ſhe revived, and running to her, 
took her in his Arms, ſaying, O! 
my deareſt, my adorable Louiſa, doubt 
not my Love, doubt not my Friendſhip ! 
1 ſtill love you as ardently as ever, nay 
more than ever, after what you have ſut- 
fered for my Sake! Wrong me not 
therefore ſo much, as to ſuppoſe me ſo 
loſt to Honour, or Want of Senſe, as to 
ſlight or condemn you, becauſe you have 
broke through the idle Forms of Cere- 
mony and Cuſtom; I efteem you the 
more for it. I deſpiſe the Opinion of 
| thoſe, who think you muſt quit your 
MAT Virtue 
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Virtue with your Garment, or that you 
are leſs amiable for having tranſgreſſed 
the Boynds of Forms and Ceremonies. 
J. behold you and your Conduct with 
Wonder and Admiration, Gratitude and 
Eſteem, and to fuſpect my Love is to 
make me miſerable. No my deareſt 
Ereature! We are now met I hope, 
to part no more; met to be for ever 
happy! It: ſhall be the Study of my 
Life, to make you the moſt grateful 
Returns in my Power, for all the Mi- 
ſeries you have ſuffered on my Ac- 
count. Fear not, my Love, we ſhall. 
be happy! Heaven is a Witneſs of 
our Virtue, and will reward it!“ 


This Scene was truly affecting, Leui/a 
gazed on Arthur, while he ſpoke; with 
ſo much Tenderneſs and Love, as Words. 
cannot deſcribe, while the Tears fell 


gently. 
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gently down her lovely Cheeks, as if 
they wiſhed to loiter as they paſſed. 
Arthur's Heart overflowed with Joy to. 
ſuch an Exceſs when he left off ſpeak- 
ing, that he could not refrain from 
Tears; and the amiable Caleb wept, to 

ke them weep. 00 9 5 einen 


CH AP. 
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Same Account of the Players; and other 
extraordinary Matters, which the Reader 
may be made acquainted with, if be chuſes 
- to peruſe this Chapter. 


FT ER Matters were ſettled, as 
the Reader has ſeen at the Cloſe 
of the laſt-Chapter, they thought it high 
Time to think of getting ſome Refreſh- 
ment, which they accordingly did. 
Arthur ſaid, he © was obliged to returt 
home the next Day, to teach ſome of his 
Scholars, but would come back at Night; 
for he thought it would be improper for 
Louiſa to go home with him, till ſuch 
Time as ſhe had purchaſed proper Ap- 

parel 
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parel to change her Appearance, and 
again aſſume her own lovely Form.” — 
He therefore deſired ſhe would provide 
herſelf with whatever ſhe choſe, and ſaid, 
he would bring nn to pay for vit 
when he returned. 


They ſpent the Evening together very 

happily ; in ſuch heart-felt Rapture, as 
none can enyoy, but thoſe whoſe Minds 
are unconſcious of Guilt; and who, 
from the Recollection of. their virtuous 
Conduct, feel thoſe. calm, undiſturbed 
and agreeable Senfations, which antici- 
pate, as it were, the Ne Blifs 
or — 5 1 


icing: the Time theſe good People 
were at Supper, one of the Players came 
to Caleb, and told him, that they were 
1 in the greateſt Conſternation and 
5 Diſtreſs, 
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Diſtreſs, on Account of the Manager's 
leaving them, on the late Occaſton; and 
unleſs ſome one would take Charge of 
the Company, that they might go on, 
they were all ruin' d: Adding, it was 
the general Voice, that he ſhould un- 
dertake the Management ; which if he 
would do, they promiſed to ſerve bim 
with the greateſt Attention and Fidelity.” 
Caleb at firſt, rejected the Offer, not 
knowing whether he or the Company 
had any Right either to move, or make 
uſe of the Property, as it belonged to 
the Maſter ; who might hereafter make 
what Demand he pleaſed for it. But 
when the Perſon obſerved, that à re- 
gular Account of the Money taken, 
might be kept, and the uſual Shares 
be deducted and reſerved for the Maſter 
if ever he ſhould demand it, Cg/eb ac- 
cepted of the Offer. This ſpread uni- 
"Set © verſal 
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verſal Joy through the whole Company, 
for they all lov'd Caleb. As they had 
met with bad Succeſs in this Town, and 
had ſtopt playing ſeveral Days on Ac- 
count of what had happened; Caleb gave 
Directions for their removing to the 
Town where Arthur liv'd, which was 
r done. 


The next Morning Arthur went home, 
leaving Louiſa to the Care of Caleb; but 
returned in the Evening, and brought 
Money to pay for thoſe Things ſhe. had 
-purchaſed for her Change of Dreſs. The 
Day following, they left this Place and 
arrived ſafe at Artbur's Lodgings, where 
he had provided an Apartment for Louiſa; 
having firſt acquainted the Family who 
ſhe was, and on what Occaſion ſhe had 
made a Viſit to Devonſhire. Arthur en- 
deavoured, as much as poſſible, to raiſe 
Lewia's 8 
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Louiſa's Spirits, which at Times were 
greatly affected, when fhe thought of the 


Confuſion her Elopement muſt have oc- 
caſioned at her Father's, and of the Di- 


ſtreſs her Mother muſt be in, on Ac- 
count of the Step ſhe had taken : Nor 
did ſhe yet think herſelf ſecure from 
Danger fearing that her Father might 
get Intelligence of where ſhe was, and 
Taree her back Aare 


Aribur had his — but hi them 


to himſelf, and though he hoped to have 


ſtaid longer before he married her, in 


order to increaſe his F. ortune, he now 
ſaw the Danger of a Delay, and there- 


fore wiſhed it had been practicable for 
them to marry immediately; but this 


could not be, as Louiſa wanted ſome 
Months, and himſelf. more than two 


Years of being of Age; ſo that the 


late Act of Parliament obliged them to 
| wait 
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wait the Expiration of the Time. How- 
ever, they had Philoſophy enough. to 
wait with Patience, till they had it in 
their Power to make themſelves happy, 
according to Law. 


Mr. Caleb arrived, two Days after 
Arthur and Louiſa had left him, with his 
Company, and fix'd on the Angel Inn, 
for the Place of Reſidence, as there was a 
very large Room there, which was the only 
Place in the Town, where they cauld 
exhibit, commodiouſly.— In the Evening, 
Arthur begg d Lauiſa to ſpare him for an 
Hour or two, that he might go to the 
Augel, to ſee how Caleb propoſed; to re- 
gulate his People, and ſettle his Plan 
of Operations, He found the Manager 

and his Company round the Kitchen- 
fire, where he join'd them. Artbur 


air for ir Sucesſs, led him to in- 


quire 
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quire what Play they propoſed to begin 
with, and what Day they had fixed for 


the firſt Performance ? 


Caleò informed him, that he deſigned 
to perform the Tragedy of Hamlet tor 
the firſt Piece, and that he had got 
Things in ſuch Forwardneſs, that they 
ſhould be able to ſtart the next Evening. 
* Pray Mr. Manager,” cried the Land- 
lady of the Houſe, who ſtood by, pay- 
ing great Attention to what was faid, 
* what is that ſame Amlet you mention- 
ed?” Caleb told her, that Hamlet was 8 
Tragedy. And what's a Tragedy? 
faid ſhe. Caleb ſmiled, and in order to ſa- 
tisfy her at once as he thought, told her, 
a Tragedy was a Play in which ſome 
one Perſon or more was Kill'd.——** 0 
» mercy on me,” replied ſhe, © why that's 
Murder! Il have no Murder in my 
Houſe; 


140 Taz ApvenTuRES or 


Houſe ; if I ſuffer ſuch wicked Things; 
the Juſtices will take away my. Li- 
cenſe.“ | 


The Company burſt into a Laugh, at 
the good Woman's Ignorance; and Ca- 
leb told her not to be frightened, for they 
would not do any Thing to endanger 
her Licenſe. —— They now endeavoured 
to caſt the Parts, and found they were 
able to perform it pretty ſtrongly ; but 
upon Recollection, they were at a ſtand 
for a Perſon to play the Part of the 


|  Ghoſl, that having been uſually done 


by the Maſter of the Company, who was 
now abſent; © Good Lord,” ſaid the 
Landlady, *©* what do you want to raiſe 
a Ghoſt? I'll have no Ghoſts in my 
Houſe, it will frighten all my Cuſ- 
tomers away, for do you think any 
body will come to a Houſe that's haunt- 
. | ed? 
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ed? No, no, I'll not ſuffer a Ghoſt to 
enter my Doors if I can help it, I'd ra- 
ther have twenty Murders ; for our Par- 
ſon does not know how to lay a Ghoſt, 
he's ſuch a May; z now the Parſon in 
Somerſetſhire, where I was born, had a 
rare Hand at laying a Ghoſt ; bur the 
Parſons of theſe Days know nought 0˙ 
the Matter, they're ſuch Simpletons: 

So look you, d'ye ſee, I'll have no 
Ghoſts in my Houſe, Maſter.” Caleb, 
ſeeing the Temper of the poor Land- 
lady, winked at the Company and aut 
ed the Subject at this Time. | 


* Prithee Wife,” cried the Landlord, 
©. don't let your Tongue run ſo, do you 
think the Gentlefolks will do us any 
Harm? I'll warrant you, if they know 
how to raiſe a Ghoſt, they know how 
to lay him again. Now, for my Part, 

I ſhould 
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1 ſhould Uke to ſte what fort of a Bexft 
à Ghoſt is, for I've heard much talk of 
them. Pray Sir, (to Caleb) have your 
Ghoſts four Legs or two?“ What 
a Fool you are to aſk ſuch a Queſtion,” 
cried the Wife, that's juſt as it may 
happen; ſometimes four and ſometimes 
two; ſometimes with two Heads, and 
ſometimes with ne'er a Head. Some- 
times your Ghoſts are white, then black, 
and ſometimes as I have been told, they 
have two great faucer-Eyes and ſpit Fire 
from their Noſtrils like any Dragon. 
The Lord have mercy on me, I tremble 
to talk about em.“ 


«© Well,” faid the Landlord, < I wiſh 
Maſter would raiſe a Ghoſt ſome Night 
or other, for I long to ſee one, that I 
do.“ You long to ſee a Ghoſt, 
you Fool,” cried the — « you don't 

nid know 
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know what you talk of, Jerry; your 
Ghoſts are not Things to play Fooky 
Tricks with, you may repent it to the 
Day of your Death, if you do ſuffet 
them to raiſe a Ghoſt, that you may. 
Don't you know what had lik'd to 
have happeti'd when the Conjuring- 
Man was here with his Devil's Tricks. 
I'm ſure, juſt in the Middle of all the 
Show, there came ſuch a Guſt of Wind; 
J thought it would have blown the Barn 
down. Mercy on me, I expected Old 
Nick was come to fetch us all away in 
a Whirl-wind. I ſhall never forget the 
Time; you was gone into Semer/etfhire 
then, and I was ſo frigliten'd, I was 
fored to get John the Oſtler to ſit by 
my Bed-fide all the Night.“ 


22 Aye, the Devil take the Conjuret 
and John the Oftler tod,“ cried. the 
* Landlord, 
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Landlord. 1 believe they conjuted a 
Fair of Horns on my. Head betwixt 
them.“ „What does the Fellow mean, 
replied the Wife in a Paſſion, what, 
your meaſure my Corn by your, Buchel 
do you! ? Jobn has not lain with me half 
ſo often as you have. with Betty in the 
Hay: loft, you Villian, he bas not. 80 
pray hold your. Tongue, or I'II. blow 
you, I will ſo; you had better be quiet 
Jerry, for you know I always give you 
as good as you bring; and ſince. you 
provoke me, take this with you, if you 
won't let the Maids alone, I'll be a 
Match for you by Hook or by Crook.” 
_ I don't doubt it,” ſaid the. Land- 
lord, I know you well enough. — 
2 Why what do you know,” cried ſhe, 
ſtill more enraged, ** you know no more 
than you ſhould know, nor ſo much 


neither, for the matter of that.“ „Hold 
your 


w - 
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your Tongue you Fool, do,” cry'd he, 
when once you begin, you never know 
when to leave off; I'm ſure, tis cafier 
to lay a Ghoſt, than to duell your 
en * 


The Company * were no wi able to 
keep from laughing, having enjoyed, 
with no ſmall Degree of Pleaſure, the 
Diſpute between the Landlord and his 
Wife. This increaſed her Rage to its 
utmoſt Pitch, and finding herſe#f likely 
to be worſted by the Altercation, ſhe 
fell on the -poor Man without Mercy, 
and determined to conquer by Blows. 
Some of the Company however, inter- 
poſed, and ſoon yur; an End to the 
Fray. 


peace being reſtored, Calel ſettled all 
Things with the Company, reſpecting 
Vol. II. "a the 
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tlie Buſineſs'of the next Day, and fixed 
Hamlet for the firſt Performance. This 
was but juſt finiſhed, when a young 
Woman tolerably well dreſſed,” came 
into the Kitchen, and inquired: of the 


Landlord, if the Players were there? 


Being anſwered in the Affirmative,” ſhe 
beggtd to Tpeak with the Maſter of the 
Company. Caleb went from the Fire, 
and deſired to know her Buſineſs? The 
Stranger told him, „ She was a Perform- 
er, and it the Company was not ſull, ſhe 
mould be glad to be engaged.“ Caleb 
replied, Lou come very opportunely, 
Madam, for we have lately loſt an Ac- 
treſs, and therefore ſhall be glad of your 
Aſliſtanee.“ The Perſon returned him 
Thanks, and ſaid, ſhe would endea- 
vour to make herſelf as uſeful as poſ- 
ſible.“' She was aſked to walk in and 
| join 
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join e ed the F ire ſide. which 
he did. N | 


, ___ the wh Compliments were 
aver, ſhe. fat down, and being now in 
the Light, Caleb looked at her with ſome 
Attention for à few Moments, and then 
ſaid, I think Madam, I ſhould, know 
that Face, pray is not your Name Cham- 
bers?” It is Sir,“ replied Ihe, and 
1 think: your Name is Caleb? <« Good 
”, cried-Caleb, what could poſſibly 
— you to this Part of the World, 
and how long have yon been in this Way 
of Life? I am glad to ſee you, yet ſorry 
to find ſuch a diſagreeable Change of 
Circumſtance.” A diſagreeable Change 
indeed replied ſhe, © yet better far, 
tkan I have expertenced ſince 1 ſaw you 
at. Briſtol.” | 


H 2 4 Good 
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| Good Heaven! p faid Caleb, „ how 

2 alarm me ! It is ſcarcely four Tears 

ſince I ſaw you with your Family at the 
Het-wells ; and I was then told, that your 
Father was a very conſiderable Merchant 

in London, who had acquired an imimerife 
Fortune. What Diſaſter has' been the 
Cauſe of this unhappy Change? | Is/it | 
an improper Queſtion ? 1 ne is, 1 hope 
you will pardon me.“ Not at all f' 
replied ſhe, . I am unfortunate, but not a- 
ſhamed of being ſo : becauſe I hops, Yam 
rather an Object of Pity than Contempt. 
My Story i is a little ſingular; and it mw 
be thought of ſuch a Nature, as to be 1 
improper for me to relate; but, as vou | 
4 knew me in my Prof, erity, and 28 1 
think an Account of my Sufferings may 
teach others to be wiſe by the Exampie, 

and ſhun my Fate; I will, if you pleaſe, 


acquaint you and the Company with the 
Particulars, 


— —————— EI 


r 
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Particulars, —— The Woild has ſeverely 
cenfured.. my. Conduct; and even you 


good Folks, may think me imprudent to 


relate my Fliſtory to Strangers, and there- 
by pubiiſn my own Shame; but 1 do not 


think, that my endeavouring to conceal 


my Folly from the World, will make 
the leaſt Atonement for it; or, that my 
publiſhing of it, will add to my Guile. 


My Story in brief is as follows.“ 


My Father, as Mr. Caleb juſt now men- 
tioned, was an eminent Merchant ; but by 
a Train of unfortunate Events, reduced in 
a ſhort Time, from Proſperity and Afflu- 
ence, to Beggary and Want. The grand 
Cauſe of this, was the loſs of a Fleet of 
Shipsz the News of which was ſoon prope- 
gated among my Father's Creditors, who 
immediately made ſuch Demands as he 
was unable to anſwer for a Time; how- 

11 3 ever, 
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ever, they preſſed on without Mercy, ſas 
tisfying themſelves by one Method or o- 


ther, juſt or unjuſt, *cill at laſt, on an 


Examination of the remains of the Spoils, 
inſtead of being Maſter of "thouſands, 
my Father had the Misfortune to find 
himſelf not worth one Groat ; fo that he 
was ſtripped of his all by mercileſs Plun- 
derers: Whereas had he been indulged 
till he could have fettled his Affairs te- 
gularly, they might have been ſatisfied, 

without his being ruined, er ae di 


grefſed. 235 


TFhis ſudden Trinfition, from A Alu- 
ence to Beggary, foon put an End to 
the Lives of my Parents, whoſe Minds 
were unable to ſupport them under the 
afflicting Trial; fo that I was left behind 
a poor helpleſs Orphan, to be the Sport 
of F ortune; for though J was at this 

| 3 Time 
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Time eighteen-Years of Age, I was un-. 
"acquainted with the World, and indeed 
with any one Method by which I could 
hope to get a Livelihood. The Arts of 
Amuſement had made up the whole of 
my Education, and I now. too late la- 
mented my total Neglect of domeſti: 
Accompliſhments; the Knowledge, of 
which, would hve been of the utmoſt 
Importance to me.” 


1 40 Before my F ather's Misfortunes bap- 
pened, I was courted by a young Gen: 
tleman, whom I received with my Friends 
Conſent; and as 1 believed him to be 
at that Time, ſincere and honourable, in 
his Intentions, I naturally flew to him io 
my Diſtreſs; but ſuppoſing I could no 
longer be an Object worthy his Attention 
on Account of my Bankrupt Fortune, 1 
os not for his Love, but his Charity, 

H 4 When 
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When I implored his Pratection and Af. 
ſſtance, he ſtarted and pauſed for a few 
Moments, apparently confuſed: And 
then, aſſuming an Air of Joy and Plæa- 
lantry, told me not to mention my Mis- 
ſortunes ; and aſſured me, that he till 
loved me as affectionately as ever, and 
would lay down his Life to ſave and pro- 
tect me. Oh! how I rejoiced and was 
relieved by this Aſſurance of his Friend- 
ſhip; and fa much did it affect my grate- 
fu] Heart, that what before was only 
Efteem, was now fanned into Love.” 
His firſt Step was to provide me a 
convenient Lodging; which he imme- 
diately did, at the Houſe of a Lady of 
his Acquaintance. Here he ſaid, I 
ſhould only remain *till he could ſettle 
the Preparations for our Marriage. He 
viſited me every Day, nay, ſometimes, 
almoſt 


ARTHUR ©' BRADLEY. 133 


almoſt every Hour; and ſupplied me 
with Money and every other Conveni- 
ence; ſo that T had every Thing 1 
wiſhed for, with the Proſpect of being 
ſettled in Life, fortunately and happily, 
after all my Diſtreſs—This Generoſity 
gained upon me greatly; eſpecially, as 
he profeſſed a diſintereſted Paſſion, and | 
a ſincere Determination to make me his 
Wife. "Believing him to be in earneſt, 
it inereaſed my Affection for him; which 
he obſerved, and embraced the firſt Op- 

portunity, when Prudence was off its 
Guard, and Importunity prevailing, to 

ruin me. Thus, being under the Frowns | 
of Fortune, he who ought from Hö- 
nour and Humanity, to Suva protected 
me, joined with the World: to diſtreis 
me, and that in the moſt render 
Point.“ * | ; . , 521 TY A 
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e need not be very particular in re- 
lating the Conſequence of this Affair; 
it is ſufficient. to acquaint you, that he 
ſoon grew cool; talked no more of Mar- 
riage ; ſmiled when I expreſſed my Fears 
at our Imprudence ; and at laſt, when I 
begged him to fulfil thoſe Engagements 
he had ſo often ſworn to do, he told me 
J was: a Fool, and pretending Buſineſs, 
Jeſt me. ——1 began now to be alarmed, 
eſpecially as he came not near. me for 
ſeveral Days. But what was my Aſto- 
niſhment, when on hinting my Fears to 
the Miſtreſs of the Houſe where I lodg- 
ed, ſhe ſaid, © Ah! poor Thing I am 
ſorry for you, but you are ruined, the 
Gentleman will never come here any 
more; fo ſet your Heart at reſt, Child, 
what's done, can't be undone,” | 
Theſe Words were Daggers to my 
Heart! I raved, I grew wild; and 
US was 
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was not to be perſuaded: he was falſe, till 
I was informed by this-\Perfon, that he 
had diſcharged the Lodging, telling her, 
| ke would no longer be anſwerable for the 
Payment of-any Debts I might contract. 
| I now found my Fate was ſealed, and 
the, Mealure of my Woes compleated.“ 


The Diſorder of my Spirits, ſoon. 
pverpowered . me, and for more than a 
Month, I remained almoſt infenfible; 
Soon after my Recovery, the Miſtreſs 
ol the Houſe told me one Morning, ſhe 
could not let me remain there apy longer 
unleſs 1 paid what I owed, for. my Lodge. 
ing and Support; and produced a moſt 
enormous Bill. I found what little Mo- 

ney l had, was hot ſuſſicient to diſcharge 
her Demand ; and therefore deſired her 
0 {end to the Author of my Diſtreſs, 
and requeſt the Payment of him. Sbe 
| told 
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told me with a Smile, that did ſhe know 
where to find him, ſhe was ſenfible he 
would not pay it; and added, that he 
was an entire Stranger to her, and there» 
fore ſne expected the Money from me; 
which if I refuſed to pay, ſhe ſhould 
take the neceſſary Step to make me pay 
=. N15 vy ; 177 88 
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by 


Judge my Diſtraction of Mind; 
when I found paſt all Doubt, that I was 
betrayed, deſerted, and ruined, with no 
other Proſpect before my Eyes but a 
Priſon; for this wicked Woman, who 
Itad been privy to my Undoing, now 
ſhewed herſelf in her true Character. — 


AS her Threats were every Day repeated 


with more Violence, and the Horrors of 
a Goal ſeemed to make their Approach 
with haſty Strides; I had no Way left 
to extricate myſelf from the Dilemma, 
wor bat 


——_— 
* 
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but by diſpoſing: of a Diamond Ring. 
given me by the Author of my Ruin. 
E withed to avoid this, but Neceſſity 
prevailed. I gave the Ring to the 
Woman, and begged her to diſpoſe of 
it, and pay herſelf with Part of the Mo- 

ney. She carried it to a Jeweller; but 
how will you be ſurprized, when L 
tell you, that he was the Perſon who 
made it, and knowing it again,  ſtopt 
her, ſuppoſing it to be ſtole. ; He ſent 
for my treacherous Friend, who doſt to 
Honour and Humanity, claimed it as 
his own, and was fo baſe, as to take 
the Ring again. She returned to me, 
highly provoked and enraged by the 
Diſappointment, and threatened inſtant 
FERN unleſs ſhe was ye N 
a had now no e left, — 


— myſelf to her Will and Diſpoſal; 
and 
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and therefore was obliged. to enter in- 
to her Service, and proſtitute myſelf for 
a bare Maintenance; ſhe being one of 
thoſe abandoned Women, whoſe Sup- 
port depends on the Ruin of the Inno- 
cent,—Here my common Companions, 
were the dirty Drunkard, the young 
Rake, and the old Debauchee.: A Lite 
the moſt horrid and ſhocking to Na- 
ture! — I need not, I am perſuaded, 
expreſs to you, who have I am ſenſible, 
Hearts : ſuſceptible of Compaſſion and 
Tenderneſs for the Diſtreſſed, what An- 
guiſn of Soul I felt at Intervals 4 10 this 
I Situation.“ — 

We cannot avoid interrupting the 
Story in this Place, to inform the 
Reader, that the Landlady, who paid 
ꝑreat Attention to it; hete whifpered 
her Huſpand, and ſaid, Let me die 
a! Jerry, 
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Jerry, if J did not think when: the firſt 
came in, ſhe was ſome ſuch Trollop.“ ; 

After a virtuous Education,” con- 
tinued Mrs. Chambers, in Precept and 
Example, an uninterrupted Courſe of 
chaſte and innocent Conduct, and a Life 
of Affluence and Eaſe, it was with the 
greateſt Difficulty ] brought myſelf to 
enjoy any toletable Degree of Content in 
my miſerable Situation. But it is a com-. 
mon Obſervation, that Cuſtom and Exc 
ample, are capable of performing very 
extraordinary Things, either in the Prac- 
tice of Virtue or Vice. A more deplo- 
rable Situation cannot be imagined, than 
the Life of a common Proſtitute; ſub- 
jected to be abuſed and inſulted by every 
one; and deptived of all Aſſociation 
with the Virtuous ; though probably 


for no other Reaſon, but becauſe they 
have 


1 ˙ ö — 


« i 


have had the good Fortune not to fall in 
the Way of Temptation. For, alats f 
the Companions theſe unhappy Women 
are connected with, have a natural Ten- 
dency to taint the Mind and debauch the 
Manners; which in Time, renders them a 
as deſtitute of Shame, as of Virtue. Be- ö 
lie ve me, I had once as true Notions 'of 
Virtue and Chaſtity, as the moſt refined k 
arid exalted of my Sex could have; and 
ſhuddered at the Thought of Vice and 
Profticution. I imagined Death would 
have been eaſier to me, than ſuch a dif- 
honoutable Life ; but the Notion of 
Death, like other Sciences, differs much 
in Theory and Practice. So dreadful i is 
this Situation, that chere are very. few, 
but would gladly renounce it; for is it 
N poſſible in the Nature of Things, not 
| to embrace Happineſs rather than Mi-* i- 


ſery £ But few have it in their Power to 
| return 
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return to virtue; their” Credit with che. 
World is paſt, retrieving; no one. will. 
employ them as Servants, or take them 
for Wives. But to return to my 
Story. Lt 


After having lived in this deplor- 
able Manner, more than a Year, an 
Opportunity offered, which enabled me . 
to change my Situation. — A young. 
Woman, who quitted this Way of Life 
ſoon after I entered into it; and who, ; 
from a Senſe of her former Sufferings, 
pitied mine; came to me one Day, and 
offered to give me every Aſſiſtance in 
her Power, if I choſe to renounce my . 
abandoned Way of Life. My Heart 
felt unuſual Tranſport at the Thought, 
and I was loſt in an Extaſy of Joy.” _ 


66 My 
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My Friend acquainted - me, that 
fince ſhe had parted from me, ſhe had 
followed the Proſeſſion of an Actreſs, 
and belonged to a ſtrolling Company 
of Players; which, laid ſhe, ** though 
no very exalted Situation, is far more 
reputable than that I was lately obliged 
to follow. I have ſucceeded pretty well, 
and make a tolerable Livelihood, with 
ſome Degree of Credit; and though it 
will not beſtow Affluence, it will pro- 
quce Content, which is more than a 
Life of Proſtitution can do.— I have 
a little Money to ſpare, which I will 
moſt. cheerfully advance, provided it, 
will ſet you at Liberty from the De- 
mands af that wicked Woman on whom 
you. now depend; and who lives by prey- 
ing on the Miſeries of the Unfortunate, 
Take it, and if poſſible quit this Place 
immediately. The Company to which 
be- 
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I belong, is going into the Country for 
the Summer; 1 ſhall be able, not only 
to eſtabliſh. you in it, but to inſtsuct 
you, ſo as ſoon to make you uſeful.“ 


I éaccepted of her friendly Offer, 
with the higheſt Satisfaction of Mind, 
(@hough 1 feared whether I ſhould ever 
be capable of ſucceeding in this Way of 
Life) and quitted that Place, which had 
been the Seat of my eternal Shame and 
Ruin. In a ſhort Time however, 
by Diligence, and an Attention to the 
Inſtructions of my Friend, I efta- 
bliſhed myſelf on a reſpectable  Faot- 
ing with the Company. She, poor 
Woman, died about ſix Months after 
doing me this. friendly Office; but 1 
have followed this Way of Life ever 
ſinee 3 and though T have never had it 
in * Power to better my Condition, 
* yet 
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yet it is ſo preferable” to my former 
wretched Way of Life, that 1 endet- 
vour to make myſelf happy i in it; and 
conſtantly return the moſt grateful 
Thanks to Heaven, that has enabled 
me to renounce a Life of Sin and 
Wickedneſs, and live, though late, in 
Honeſty and Virtue. 


„The compecy to which f belongs 
ed, being greatly reduced in Number, 
and having met with bad Succeſs, was 
lately broke up in Cormoall. - I heard, 
by Accident, that there was a Company 
performing at Honiton, and immediately 
made for that Place; but when I arriv- 
ed there, it was removed to Tiverton. 
Being greatly fatigued with travelling 
from Truro to Honiton, I was obliged” to 
make ſome Stay there; and did not 
reach Tiverton till this Morning, where 

# 1 found 
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1 found, you was ſet out for this Place, 
But how happy am I, to meet ſo unex- 
yy with one who from the Know- 
5 Aae of my. — 
ſince; 1 have all the Reaſon in the 
World to imagine, will do me N 
Service in his Power.“ 


ws 


The Company returned the Lady 
Abele for the Trouble ſhe had. given 
herſelf i in relating her Story; and Caleb 
aſſured her, that ſhe might depend on 
bis Friendſhip; adding, * that after 
what ſhe had ſuffered, from the Chance 
of Fortune, and the Perfidy of her Se- 
ducer ; ſhe claim'd a Kind of Right to 
the Benevolence and Humanity. of every 
one z. eſpecially as ſhe had given an un- 
deniable Proof, that where ſhe had de- 
parted OM Virtue, it was the. Effect 

917 of 
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of Neceſſity, and not the cui In- ; 
clination. * a 


Arthur took leave of Caleb, and re- 
turn'd to Louiſa, as ſoon as Mrs. Cham- 
vors had finiſhed her Story. The Com- 
pany at the Inn retired to Reſt; and, 
it is more than probable, that the Read- 
er, after the Peruſal of this very long 
Chapter, is himſelf inclined to take a 
Nap ; therefore, as we are willing to 
give him every Indulgenee in our Power, 
we err here make a Pauſe. | 
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CHAP. X. 


c. an unaccountable Story Saks 
Mr. Chambers, . not much to the Credit 
f the Author, or, — tbe 
1 —— BY 


HE next Evening, the Players 
performed the Tragedy of Ham- 
let (as had been ſettled) to à full Houſe, 
and with very great Applauſe. To fay 
the Truth, moſt of the Characters were 


well played. The Part of Ophelia was 


performed by Mrs. Chambers with Grace 
and Propriety, to which her delicate and 
lovely Form, contributed not a little; 


for ſhe was really a fine Woman. —Ca- 
leb rr the Part of Hamlet with great 


Correctneſs 
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Sorrectneſs and Judgment; and gave e- 
vident Proofs, that, he had carefully 
ſtudied the Intention of the Poet, re- 
ſpecting the Connection and Depend- 
ance of Hemle!'s Character, with the 
general Deſign of the Piece. This 
Kind of Attention, is too often neglected 
by many of our Actors, though eſſenti- 
ally neceſſary for the Support of that 
Propriety in theatrical Repreſentations, 
on which alone true Excellence depends. 
He who plays a principal Character in 
any dramatic Performance, ought to 
make himſelf acquainted not only with 
the reſt of the Characters, but the ge- 
neral Plan and Buſineſs of the whole 
Piece; for by this Knowledge, his Ideas 
will be enlarged and perfected; which 
will undoubtedly give Eaſe and Freedom 
to the Powers of Speech and Adtion.— 
"Ta inmitable Shakeſpeare, in Hamlets 

22110 Remarks 
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Remarks to the Players, has given e- 
very young Actor an admirable Leſſon; 
which if properly attended to, is alone 
ſufficient to inform the Underftanding, 
and correct thoſe Incongruities, com- 
mitted. by young Performers in their 
Attempts to pleaſe and excel ; who. for 
Want of real Excellencies, vainly fly to 
imaginary ones, and as Hamlet fays, 
Lear a Paſſion to Tatters, 10 very Rags, 
to ſplit the Ears an the Groundlings, &c. = 
But to return. 


During the Performance of that fine 
Scene in the third Act, between Hamlet 
and Ophelia, a Gentleman who was one 

of the Auditors, fainted away; which 
for ſome Time, ſtopped the Players, till 
at laſt, he was carried out, and com- 
mitted to the Care of the Landlady, — 


V * II. I As 
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As * as the Play was over, tltc 
"Afiors returned to the Houſe, and took 
their Sears At the Kitchen Fire. The 
"Landlady who had minded the Buſineſs 
while her Huſband went to the Play; 
began to inquire if he had ſeen the Ghoſt? 
Not I,“ replied he, © 1 looked with 
all the Eyes 1 had, but the Devil a 

Ghoſt could I ſee.” ——» © Not ſee the 

" Ghoſt ?” ſaid one of the Players, then 
you was blind; don't you remember the 
Man in Armour that appeared to Hamlet 
and the Queen? That a Ghoſt ?”? 
cried the Landlord. I would not give 
Six-pence to ſee ſuch a Fool-of a Ghoft; 
if you can't make a better Ghoſt than 
that, never try any more. Odds- Life, 
it was not half diſmal enough; I expected 
to have ſeen ſomething as I . as the 
Hern himſelf.” 


This 
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This Coiiverſation was interrupted by 
125 Gentleman, who had fainted away at 
the Play. He was now recovered, and 
came out of his Room to inquire for the 
Maſter of the Players. —Caleh roſe up, 
and paying his Reſpects, told him he was 
the Maſter at preſent. ** I ſhall be glad 
of your Company, Sir, for a ſhort Time,” 
aid the Gentleman. Caleb bowed and 
followed him.,——As ſoon as they went 
into the Room and were ſeated, the Gen- 
tleman addreſſed himſelf to Caleb, as fol- 
lows. 5 


| + 

© I make no Doubt, Sir, but it will 
ſurprize you very much, that a Stranger 
ſhould take the Liberty to trouble you 
on ſo extraordinary an Occaſion, There 
is in your Company an Actreſs, whoſe 
beautiful Perſon, has not only attracted 

my Notice, but engaged my Love. She 

— I 2 lately 


— ooo — — we 
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lately 1 to a Set of Players, who ; 
were performing at a Town in Cornwall, 


near to which I have a Country Seat, — 
J have endeavoured to reaſan myſelf out 


of the Folly, of being in Love with a 


Woman at the firſt Sight; and eſpecially 
one, whoſe Situation and perhaps Cha- 


racter, is ſo incompatible with f my Station 


in Life and Family Connections; but all 
this, has not been able to remove from 
my Soul, thoſe pleaſing Impreſſions her 


Heavenly Image has imprinted there.“ 


« After I found the irreſiſtible Influ- 


wy ence of her Charms, -and-that the Force 
of Love baffled Reaſon and Philoſophy, 


I gave myſelf up a Victim; and as I had 


an independent Fortune, determined to 


follow the Bent of my Inclinations. 1 
had no Thought but what was ho- 


nourable; the "Oey of my Love ex- 


tinguiſhed 
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tinguiſhed Defire and every ungenerous 

Attempt, to ſeduce a Perſon probably 
in my Power, from the Difference of Cir- 
cumſtance and Situation.. I knew my- 
felf unaccountable to any one for my 
Conduct, and therefore reſ6lved to marry 
her. But, how will you be aſtoniſhed, 
when I tell you, that after this Reſolu- 
tion, though I made many Atteropts, I 
found myſelf incapable of declaring my 
Intentions to the Object of my Wiſhes. 
Lhave reſolved to viſit her ten thouſand 
Times, but have failed in the Attempt; 
for when the critical Moment came, I 
found myſelf n of making the 


Appwach. 


"However | ſtrange this may appear, -I 
aſſure you it is true. Thus, have I for 
many Months, been in Love, even to 
Diſtraction, with a Woman I have never 

7 1% converſed 
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con verſed with; who knows not of my 
Love, or kind Intentions towards her, 
and yet I have not the Power to declare 
my Paſſion to her. I am as it were, be- 
wildered in a Labyrinth of Pleaſure and 
Pain, Hope and Fear, Doubt and De- 
ipair; and though I reſolve every. Hour 
to try my Fate and Fortune, yet I ſtill 
find, there is a ſomething about me, 
which I am at a Lofs to account for, or 
even to give a Name to, that breaks 
every Reſolution, and robs me of my 


Courage. I have the greateſt Solicitude 
.in myſelf, to make myſelf known and 
agreeable to her, and yet, ſuch a Variety - 


of Paſſions are continually hovering in my 


Imagination, as fink me in my own E- 
ſteem, and give me a Poorneſs of Spi- 
rit, which ſeems to tell me, I ſhall fail 
of Succeſs. How  unaccountable are 
-theſe Notions, how inconſiſtent this Con- 


duct! 
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duct! But however this may be laughed 
at, it is evident, that there are a certain 
Series of concurring Cauſes, operating 
on the human Frame at ſome particular 
Seaſons, that render us unable to act 
conformable to our Wiſhes, Intentions, 


or even the general Tenor of our Con- 
duct and Behaviour. 


I have followed this lovely, bewitch- 
ing Creature from Cornwall, yet have not 
been able to make her acquainted with 
the Situation of my Mind; and though 
1 have conſtantly gone to every Play in 
which ſhe performed, ſtill I have never 
ſpoke to her; and I find every Hour De- 
lay, add to my Anxiety and Diſtreſs. The 
various Paſſions that impreſſed thern- 
ſelves on my Mind this Evening; when 
1 beheld her on the Stage, overpower'd 


my Senſes, and you may rememiber'1 
14 was 
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was obliged to retire before the Play was 
finiſhed. This determined me to bring 
the Matter to a Concluſion, and for this 
Purpoſe have I croubled you. Tell her 
my Story, and let me know whether her 
Heart is free; if it is, I may hope; if 
not, I am miſerable, If Sir, you have 
ever felt the Force of Love, you will 
feel for me and pity me, nor need 1 
me ke any Apology * the Liberty I 
have taken with ran. 


Caleb ſaid, he would acquaint her with 
the Particulars of what he had related, 
and if poſſible perſuade her to liſten to 
the Propoſal. You are kind indeed 
Sir,” ſaid the Gentleman. Tell her 1 
am bleſs'd with a plentiful Fortune, 
_ which ſhall be her's; that my Intentions 

are honourable ; and that I will make 
| 9 ” her 
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her my Wife; tell her alſo, that I will 


rr 


endeavour to make her happy.” 


Caleò went immediately to Mrs. Cham- 
bers, to whom he related what the Gen- 
tleman had ſaid; at the Concluſion of 
which ſhe wept bitterly. O Mr. Ca- 
leb,“ ſaid ſhe, it is now too late for me 
to attend to the Smiles of Fortune; ſhe 
has already too fatally deceived me;, 
Miſery is the Portion of my future Life; 
J. have deſerved it, I expect it, and am 
reſigned to it, Tempt me not my Friend, 
to my ſecond Undoing. I have finned, 
and it is right I ſhould be puniſhed. No 
deluſive Temptation ſhall again lead me 
aſtray ; Penitence and Tears do beſt be- 
come me now.“ = 


« 1 think,” ſaid Caleb, < you, carry. 
your Senſe of Guilt too far; you was 
1 5 deceiv'd 


e , Oe no —— 
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deceiv'd and betray'd, I may ſay almoſt 
in your Infancy yet you. was not ſo loſt 
to Virtue, but you fled from, Vice as 
ſoon as ĩt was in your Power. vou was 
not vicious upon Principle, but from 


FYeceffiry, therefore it was not voluntary ; z 


Jou have repented of your Errors ; . and 
by, your Perſeverance in Virtue, even in 
a State of Poverty, you have as it were, 
atoned for your former Conduct and re- 
aoyered your original Integrity. | there- 
fore think that you are again intitled to 
the! Eſteem of the World and to Hop: 


pinels.” 


_ « Happineſs,” ſaid Mrs. Chambers, 
« | may perhaps obtain, but the Eſteem 


of the World J never can; for ſuch 18 


the Depravity of human Nature and our 
Propenſity to cenſure the Conduct of 
others; that we ſeldom have the Huma- 

nity 
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nity to forget their Failings ; and thus 
by a perpetual Reproach "for one bad 
Action, how often do we prevent a Re- 
formation; *till at laſt the Idea of Guilt 
and the Senſe of Shame become familiar 
to us, and we perſevere in Vice becaul 
we are en of the Opportunity of 
being virtuous.” —ͤ— 


% What you ſay is very true,” ſaid 
Caleb, but in RefpeR to the preſent Af. 
fair, let me beg of you to fee the Gen- 
tleman and liſten to his Propoſals. 'Yout 
preſent Situation is but a Degree above 
Want; the Delicacy of your Conftitution 
will not ſupport it long, and you deſerve 
a better Fate; therefore let me adviſe 
you to e of Happinefs ne now it is 
offered vou.“ ” 


» a1 


« You 
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-146 You are very good,“ replied Mrs. 
Chambers, and you may be aſſured, I 
ſhould be glad to be relieved from this 
Situation; but what Man do you think, 
will marry. me, when he knows my Sto- 
ry, and how long can I expect to be 
happy if I take the Advantage of his Ig- 
ndrance of what has happened to me? 
The Offer of a Throne ſhall not tempt 
me to deceive any Man in ſo delicate, ſo 


tender a Point; I am not yet ſo loſt ta 


Honour and to Virtue. ! could love 
any Man who would uſe me kindly, but 
that I ſhould have no Title to, if I de- 
ceived him. . Tell the Gentleman my 
Story, and I dare ſay he will be ſatisfied, 
nor give either himſelf, or us, any fur- 
ther Trouble.” 


Caleb returned to the Gentleman and 


told him what had paſſed; at the ſame 
Time 


ARTHUR O' BRADLEY. 181 


Time acquainting him of the Slip Mrs. 
Chambers had made heretofore; the Par- 
ticulars of which, the Reader muſt re- 
member to have ſeen in the laſt Chapter. 


„Well,“ ſaid the Gentleman, „her 
Generoſity of Mind, in reſolving not to 
deceive me, is noble; and a convin- 
cing Proof of the Goodneſs of her 
Heart. Yet how different from the ge- 
neral Conduct of Women, who ſtrive 
by every Art, to-conceal Erroxs of. this 
Sort, *till they ſecure their Point; not 
conſidering, that a Diſcovery after Mar- 
riage, will always be attended with worſe 
Conſequences, than an honeſt Confeſſion 
before it. The Frailty of human Na- 
ture may ſometimes be pardoned ; and 
an Integrity like this; may meet with a 
Reward ;. but who will ever eſteem or 


love the Perſon, that deceived them in 
| ſo 
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fo delicate a Point? —= None. ——<Con-' 
tempt and Hatred muſt ſudceed; and 
hence a Life of Difcord; Jealoufies, and 
the whole Train of Evils, that propa- 
gate Strife and Contention, and deſtroy 
the Pleaſures of domeſtic and connubial 
Happineſs.— This delicate Creature it is 
true, is a ſtrolling Player; ſhe has been 
debauched, and fhe has ſince been a com- 
mon Proſtitute. All this added together 


ſeems to make a dreadful Account. 


But ſhe has abandoned her Errors, and 
returned to Virtue, and by her Conduct, 
has given a Proof of an Integrity of 
Heart and Greatneſs of Mind not to 


be equalled.— To be afraid of marrying 


ſuch a Woman becauſe it is contrary to 
the general Practice of the World, is 


mewing a Want of Senfe and Pufillani- 


mity of Piſpoſition, beneath the Notice 


of great Souls. I therefore beg Sir,” 


ſaid 
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ſaid the Gentleman to Caleb, you will 
introduce me to this exalted Creature; 
and if the Objections you have mention- 
ed, are the only ones ſhe has to offer, I 
will make her mine to morrow, with - 
out one ſingle Thought about future 
Conſequences. A Diſpoſition of Mind 
like hers, can never be * to Grati- 
tude. EL , 


When Caleb found the Gentleman ſtill 
perſiſted in his Reſolution, after what he 
had told him concerning Mrs. Chambers; 
he went immediately to her, and related 
what had pafſed. * Now,“ faid he, 
« Fortune is your Friend; you may 
again be happy. How rejoiced am I, 
at the Thought, that after thoſe afflict- 
ing and diftreſsful Trials you have ſuf. 
fered, Heaven has taken Pity on your 
Misfortunes, and will at laſt reward 


your 
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your Virtue. . Do not heſitate one Mo- . 
ment, but embrace this favourable Op- 
portunity while it is in your Power.” 


| * Good God!” replied Mrs. Chambers, 
«© How can you urge me to ſuch a 
Thing! 2” «© Why not,” ſaid Caleb, © the 
Gentleman is made acquainted with your 
Hiſtory; he till admires and loves; and 
wiſhes to make you his, notwithſtanding 
what is paſt, | A_ Refuſal, is to trifle 
with the Favour of Heaven, and to 
ſpurn at the proff:red Bleffing : In ſhort, 
it is the higheſt Ingratitude. Therefore 
make no inconiiderate Reſolution. _ G0 
with me; ſee and converſe with, him, 
and after that, let Reaſon, and delibe- 
rate; Reflection direct your Conduct. I 
have promiſed to introduce you to him; 
and in this one Point, not all the Argu- 
ments which you may urge to the con- 
| trary, 
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trary, ſhall prevent your going with me.” 
So ſaying, he almoſt dragged her into 
the Room by Force, in Oppoſition to 
all her Efforts to prevent him. 


As they entered the Room, Caleb 
ſaid to the Gentleman laughing, I 
have brought her Sir, but if ſhe is 
as unwilling to ſtay as ſhe was to come, 
I ſhall leave her to your Management, 
for I aſſure you, I will have nothing 
more to do with her.“ The Gentleman 
roſe up and bowed in a very reſpectful 
Manner. At that Inſtant, Mrs. Cham- 
bers fixed her Eyes upon him, and ſaid 
with great Emotion, Have Mercy 
on me Heaven! What do I fee? I 
have not deſerved this!” Here her Spi- 
rits failed her, and ſhe would have fallen. 
to the Ground had not Caleb catched 
her in his Arms and ſaved her.—While 

ſhe 


—— 
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ſhe was in this Situation, the Gentleman 
ſurveyed her with great Attention and 
Surprize, *till at laſt, his Senſes forſook 
him, and dropping into his Chair, be 
tainted away. 


Caleb ſtared with Amazement, and 
looked like the Statue of Surprize ; 
being incapable of conceiving the Cauſe 
of what he ſaw.— They both recovered, 
and the Gentleman ran. to Mrs. Cham- 
bers, and was going to embrace her in 
the- higheſt Tranſport of Joy, faying, 
O, my deareſt Polly! my long-loſt 
Love! Is it you? Do I once more be- 
hold you, are you thus unexpectedly 


reſtored to me, whom I thought no 
more?” Mrs. Chambers ſtept back, 
and with a Loek of Indignation, faid, 
” ' Monſter of Ingratitude, ſtand off. — 
Approach 
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Approach me not. The Sight of you 
offends my Senſes. The Vengeance of 
Heaven, never * my Crimes * 
now.“ | 


* Good Heaven!“ ſaid the Gentle- 
man, my Senſes ſurely deceive me 
1 chought it was my Love; it is all a 
Dream ; it is not ſhe ; for Words like 
theſe the never would pronounce.” Tor- 
ture me not ye Gods, for I deſerve not 
Cruelty like this!“ —— Mrs. Chambers 
now burft into a Flood of Tears, and 
was going to leave the Room, which 
Caleb prevented; ſaying, ** No, Madam, 
you ſhall not go; I vill be fatisfied; 
this Myſtery ſhall be revealed; abate 
your Paſſion, and explain the Cauſe of 
what I have not Foreſight to diſcover”? 


« If 
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*© If your Curioſity muſt be ſatisfied,” 
aid ſhe, © Behold the Author of all my 
Guilt and Ruin! that is he! the baſe 
Seducer of my Innocence and Virtue.” — 
« Good God !” ſaid the Gentleman“ I 
have not deſerved this Cruelty from you. 
Heaven knows, I thought you long ſince 
dead; and from what I now ſee and hear, 
I hardly believe my own. Exiſtence. We 
both have been deceived by Treachery, 
therefore, hear my. Story, for by your 
Severity of Behaviour, you ſeem to be 
a Stranger: to the Cauſe of our uafor- 
tunate Separation,” 


' « « Come,” ſaid Caleb. Linſiſt on it, 
that vou both endeavcur to compoſe your 
Minds, : and without Paſſion, unravel the 
Myſtery that thus unhappily perplexes 
you. 1 am ſure ſome Miſtake has been 
the Cauſe of this Miſunderſtanding and 


you 
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you do not at with Reaſon, unleſs you 
examine into it.“ 


Tour Advice is friendly,” ſaid the 
Gentleman, and as I am reproached 
unjuſtly by this dear Woman, I hope 
ſhe will have the Humanity to let me 
exculpate myfelf from the heavy Charge 
againſt me.“ * Goon,” ſaid Mrs. 
Chambers, J will hear you, though that 
Voice, which once gave Tranſport to 
*my Soul, now wounds my Heart with 
2 Pangs of de iwrath 0 


e. Well then,” ſaid the n 6 1 
need 1 not repeat the Folly and Imprudence 
of our firſt Step in which I cannot at- 

tempt to vindicatemyſelf, it was the high- 
- eſt Imprudence in me, and ] take the Guilt 
upon myſelf; ſtill I will venture to ſay, 
it was the Effect of a violent Love, not 
N | | - © 
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to be reſtrained by Reaſon. The Mo- 

ment this happened, I ſaw it in its true 
Light, ſurrounded with Difficulties and 
Dangers of every dreadful Nature; and 
hence I ſaw the Neceſſity of making you 
my Wife as ſoon as poſſible; and I 
thought it my Duty to do ſo from a 
Principle of Honour, totally diveſted of 
Love, which I can truly ſay, was not in 
the leaſt abated by the Gratification of 
Deſire. Lou perpetually repreſented. 
your Fears to me, and at Times, ſeemed 
to doubt the Sincerity of my Intentions'; 
this led me to make light of them, in 
order to give Eaſe to your Mind; and 
| hence you ſuſpected my Honour.“ 


4 Juſtatthis critical Juncture, my Fa- 
ther died at his Seat in the County of 
Cornwall, and I was ſent for from Town, 
at a Moment's Warning, without being 
| able 
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able to acquaint you with the Acci- 
dent. When J arrived at my Father's, 
the Diſtreſs of this unfortunate Event, 
prevented my writing ſo ſoon as I in- 
tended. When I did write, I waited 
many Days and Weeks, but never re- 
ceived any Anſwer to my Letters. A Diſ- 
appointment like this, gave me the great - 
eſt Uneaſineſs. — I haſtened to Town as 
oon as the Situation and Circumſtances 
of my Affairs would permit, but what was 
my Surprize and Aſtoniſnment, when I 
came to the Houſe where I had lodged 
the Object of all my Wiſhes, on be- 
ing told, you had eloped with another 
Perſon in my Abſence. I grew wild 
with Diſtraction and Deſpair, and not 
*till after many fruitleſs 3 did 1 
. 2 


Here 
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Here Mrs. Chambers burſt into Tears, 
and was near fainting away a ſecond 
Time. TY 9 


<« ſtill retained the pleaſing Remem- 


brance of our former Happineſs,” con- 


tinued the Gentleman, ** notwithſtand- 


ing you had abandoned me; and I wiſh- 


ed: to recall you back again, —— This 
unexpected Diſappointment in my Love, 
gave me the moſt heart-racking Tor- 
ture; and I determined to forſake the 


gay World and retire to my Eſtate in 
Cornwall, which J accordingly did, — 


About a Year ago, Buſineſs called me 


to London, which brought the Remem- 


brance of you, freſh to my Mind, and 


1 again made Inquiry after you. I now 


found that the Miſtreſs of the Houſe 


where I had lodged you, was dead ; but 
her 
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her Succeſſor told me, that I had been 
deceived reſpecting you; and that, that 
wicked woman had been the Cauſe of 
all our Misfortunes. For after ſhe knew 
what had paſſed between us, ſhe took 
the advantage of my Abſence, and de- 
termined to ſecure ſo valuable a Prize, 
as you was, for her own baſe Purpoſes. 
With this View, ſhe prevented my Let- 
ters from coming to your Hands ; and 
after leading you to think me falſe, and 
that I had deſerted you, ſhe took care 
to keep you from my Sight. So that 
when I returned, and came with longing 
ExpeCtation to renew my Love and 
fulfil my Promiſes, ſhe was prepar- 
ed to prevent my further Inquiry, by 
giving me an Account of your Elope- 
went.“ | 


Yer; .. DB «1 
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*> „ now heard with Horror, of yout 


Diſtreſs, Proſtitution, and in ſhort, ſuch 


a Train of dreadful Circumſtances, as 


I ſuppoſed you incapable of, however 
ſeduced and betrayed. This Perfon, 


did not know what Step you had taken, 


after you left that wicked Woman, but 


ſuppoſed, that, if alive, you could not 
be in a better Situation. Judge there- 


fore, whether 1 have been to blame: 
And, alſo judge, what I have ſuffered 
on your Account! Little did I ever 


think of ſeeing you again! This led 


me to ſeck for one, who might make 
me happy, and baniſh from my Mind 
every Thought concerning you; for at 
Times, I have been miſerable by Reflec- 


tion. What moſt ſurprizes me, is my 
not knowing you again, after having 
ſeen you play ſo often. Your Beauty 
engaged my Attention the firſt Time I 
| ſaw 


—— 
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ſaw you, which was in the Character of 
Juliet. 1 gaz d; admirid and lov'd; 
and from the frequent Contemplation of 
your Charms, it is wonderful I ſhould 
not recolle&t you. You are, it is true, 
not only grown taller, but altered in 
Features ; not but I think, the Perfec- 
tions of your Perſon are greatly im- 
proved.” 3] 


&« do not wonder,” ſaid Caleb, * that 
you did not remember her; becauſe, in 
the firſt Place, you thought her dead; 
'—again, you could have no Idea of her 
being in this Way of Life, if living; 
and, laſtly, the Effects of Dreſs, Paint 
and the Stage, make a very conſiderable 
Alteration : to which, I may add, that 
Mrs. Chambers does not appear to be the 
ſame Perſon the was when I firſt knew 
her, which was but a ſhort Time before 

K 2 her 
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her Misfortunes. When ſhe came to 
offer herſelf to me laſt Night, I did not 
know her at firſt, and I know not whe- 


ther her Voice, more than her Features, 


did not aſſiſt my Recollection.“ 


Pray Sir,” | faid Mrs. Chambers, 


« after you was given to underſtand by 


that wicked Woman, that I had eloped, 
did you never inquire whether ſhe knew 
any Thing of the Diamond Ring you 
gave me.” © I did,” ſaid the Gentle 
man, and was told you had diſpoſed 
of it, in order to ſupport yourſelf in the 
Indulgence of lawleſs. Pleaſures with my 


Rival.” 


J am ſatisfied,” ſaid Mrs. Cham- 
bers, I feel for you to my Soul.; you 
muſt have ſuffered greatly. I too have 
Tuffered beyond the Power of Words to 
| deſcribe. 
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deſcribe; But alas! my Miſery was not 
compleated till now. To know you in- 
nocent, after what is paſt, fixes my eter- 
nal Doom.” | 


No my deareſt Creature,” ſaid the 
Gentleman, « jt will, I flatter myſelf, 
ſettle our everlaſting Felicity. I am ſuf- 
ficiently. rewarded for all my Anxiety, 
to find you thus, virtuous and good; 
for you have not broke your Faith 
to me intentionally. We are now be- 
yond the Reach of Fortune; we'll bid 
Defiance to every anxious Thought, 
and paſs the Remainder of our Days in 
unremitting Happineſs. „Taru, 
makes you mine for ever.“ 


« That muſt not be,” ſaid Mrs. Cham- 
bers, 4 my Nature ſickens at the thought, 
Fate has denied me ſuch ſupernal Bliſs. 

K 3 Lou 
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You 'muſt not take Pollution to your 
Arms!“ 


% know not,” ſaid he, * what you 
may call Pollution; but I entertain no 
unfavourable Opinion of you, on Ac- 
count of any Part of your Conduct. 
What has happened, became an Act 


of. Neceſſity, therefore I do not think 


you the leſs virtuous. | I was the Cauſe 
of all, 'tis I atone have been to blame. 
Do not therefore prevent my making that 
Atonement which is now in my Power; 
as for the reſt, I can only hope for the 
Mercy of a gracious Providence —Name 
not our former 'Miferies again; we may 


be happy yet, and we will be ſo. If 


you deny me this, you are cruel in- 
deed,' beyond Expreſſion, and I ſhall 


think you glory in making me your 
Slave.” 


66 Q 
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„O name it not,” ſaid Mrs. Chambers, 
„jf you can love me after what is paſt, 
grant me one Favour, 'tis the laſt I 
crave, - place me retired from the buſy 
World, and allow me to ſpend the Re- 
mainder of my Days as beſt becomes 
me now. A ſmall Support is all I aſk ; 
for my preſent Way of Life is fraught 
with Difficulties, am not able to en- 
counter.“ 


« Perſiſt no longer to refuſe. my 
Love.” ſaid he, Since 1 have found you; 
Life is not worth preſerving without: 
you. Baniſh each gloomy® Thought; 
the Miſeries we have ſuffered in the 
Time paſt, intitle us to Happineſs for 
the Time to come. Regard not the 
Opinion of the World in a Point like 
this; you have been virtuous in Mind 
N not in Action. Let not falſe 

K 4 Delicacy, 
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Delicacy, inſtead of true, miſlead you, 
Say you will grant my Wiſh and make 


me © Happy - 


Here Mrs. Chambers burſt into Tears, 
and faid, © it muſt not be; the Thought 
diſtract me; Oh what a Struggle is 
this to bear! Direct me Heaven, for 
I am loſt in Doubt. 1 know not what 
to do, yet wiſh to do what Wiſdom 
would dire&.” „ Well,” ſaid Caleb, 
« if you don't know what to do, I 
will dire& you ; you know I am your 
Manager at preſent, and therefore, if 
the Gentleman is in the ſame Mind to- 
morrow, you ſhall be married; ſo a 
Truce with Reflection and Philoſophy.” 


| The Gentleman returned Caleb Thanks 
1 for his Kindneſs, and ſaid all the 
| | * Things to Mrs. Chambers, 
1 | that 


Rog — 
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that Friendſhip and Love could dictate. 
She at laſt conſented, but wept bitterly ; 
which greatly diſtreſſed the Gentleman 
and Caleb; ſo that a more melancholy. 
Scene cannot well be imagined. Mat- 
ters being thus ſettled, they went to 
Supper, after which they fat a little 
while, and enjoyed ſome happier Mo- 
ments, 


We ſhall not tire the Patience of the 
Reader with any more Particulars, rela- 
tive to Mrs. Chambers, at preſent, ex- 
cept, that the next Morning, the Gen- 
tleman compleated his Wiſhes by marry- 
ing her; declaring he would not delay 
his promiſed Happineſs a Moment long- 
er. She begged the Indulgence of a 
few Days only, but he refuſed her, 
and ſhe was obliged to yield, though 
not without ſome Reluctance. abi 
K 5 As 
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As ſoon as the Ceremony of the Wed 
ding was over, they returned to the Inn, 
where an elegant Dinner was provided: 


Caleb begged Leave of Mr. Pemberton, 
(for that was the Gentleman's Name) 


to invite Arthur and Louiſa, which was 


readily granted. They came, and when 
Arthur was made acquainted with what 
had happened, he enjoyed the higheſt 
Satisfaction of Mind; for he was great- 
1 diſtreſſed the Night before, when he 
heard the Hiſtory of the Lady's Mis- 


fortunes. They ſpent the Remainder 


of the Day very happily, but Mrs. Pem- 
berton, (for ſo we muſt call her now) 
wept very much at Times, and could 
not be prevailed on to raiſe her Spirits 
and be chearful. The Delicacy of her 
Turn of Mind, was not eaſily to be re- 


coneiled to this unexpected Change of 


Fortune; ; her Heart overflowed with 
Love 


ARTHUR O' BRADLEY. 203: 


Love and Gratitude for Mr. Pemberton's: 
Generoſity, yet ſhe ſtill thought herſelf. 
unworthy of him. Arthur admired the 
Beauty, of her Perſon. very much, but 
exulted not a little, to find on.the Com- 
pariſon, that Louiſa, was the moſt beau 
tiful of the two. 


Mr. Pemberten Ntay'd at abia Place a 
few Days, till Mrs. Pemberton was able 


to equip herſelf in a proper Manner to 
go home to his Seat in Cornwall; during 
which. Time, Caleb, Arthur and Louiſa 
were their conſtant Companions; and 
when they went away, they parted with 
great Reluctance. Mr. Pemberton gave 
them all, the moſt preſſing Invitation to 
take a Tour to Cornwall, which Aribun 
promiſed he would do when Buſineſs 
would permit. As to Caleb, he could 
make 
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make no Engagements of this Sort, 
2 a his unſettled — 


ge * * — 


We ſhall put an End to 40 tedious 
and unintereſting Chapter, by acquaint- 
ing the Reader, that Caleb and his Com- 
pany performed at this Place about two 
Months, and met vith great Succeſs; 


5 principally owing to his good Manage- 


ment: ſo that he won the Hearts of the 
People under him, who were ſo ſenſible 
of the happy Change in their Manager, 
from a haughty, cruel and oppreſſive 
Tyrant, to a friendly, generous and hu- 
mane Maſter, that they were unanimous 
in exerting themſelves to the utmoſt of 


their Abilities, and ſtrove with great 
Gratitude to do him all the Service in 
their Power. 


They 


2444 
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They now: moved to Barnſtaple, after 
which Caleb propoſed trying the Counties 
of Somerſet and Dorſet, When Caleb 
took Leave of Arthur and Lowiſa, they 
were greatly affected: For Aribur had 
the higheſt Eſteem for him, and Louiſa 
entertained a grateful Senſe of his Kind- 
to her, in her Diſtreſs. 201 


SA 
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CHAS x. 


Þ which. the Hiſtory advances; as it 
ought to have done long ago. 


RTHUR ard Louiſa lived very 

happily together; and though 
they wiſhed for the Approach of that 
Time, when they hoped to compleat 
their Happineſs, by fulfilling their kind 
Promiſes to each other, in a cloſer 
Connection under the Bonds of Matri- 
mony z they reſolved to wait patiently 
till that happy Tume arrived. 


Soon after Cale left them, Mr. Good- 
all received a ter from his Baother 
in Lendon, thai Loui/e's Father had got 

3 Intelli- 


ARTHUR O BRADLEY. 20% 


Intelligence of where ſhe was, and was 
coming down to take her away. This 
News alarmed our Lovers very much, 
and it became neceſſary for Aribur to 
remove her to fome ſecret Retreat im- 
mediately, left. ſhe ſhould be torn from 
him by ſurpriſe. 1% 


The firſt Thought that ſtruck him, 
was to convey her to a Gentleman's 
Houſe about thirty Miles from where 
he lived, in whoſe Family he taught 
the Harpſicord. He put this Scheme 
in Execution, and having made the 
Gentleman acquainted with the Affair, 
begg*d his Protection for Loniſa, which 
was readily granted. This Gentleman's 
Houſe was in a ſmall and lonely Village, 
diſtant from any public Place; and as 
he conveyed her there privately, he was 
in no fear of a Diſcovery.” 

| In 
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In two Days after he had removed 
her, he found Mr. Goodall's Intelligence 
true, by the Arrival of Lowe's Father; 
who tax'd Artbur very cloſely reſpecting 
his Daughter, and charged him with 
having enveigled her away from him. 
However, after having ſtay'd ſeveral 
Days without being able to get any In- 
telligence of her, he returned without 
his Errand. — During this Time, Ar- 
thur was very unhappy, and ſomewhat 
alarmed by his Threats. He found it 
neceſſary to make ſome evaſive Anſwers 
to Interrogatories, and this hurt his 
Mind, for his Soul abhorred Hypocri- 
ſy and Falſehood, He would not ſay, 
he knew nothing of her, but he de- 
clared he had not enveigled her away, 
which was true; for the Reader may 
remember, he knew not of her Elope- 
ment till the Diſcovery in the Priſon. 

es | As 
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As ſoon as Mr. Villars (for that was 
the Name of Louiſa's Father) quitted 
this Place, and Abur was aſſured, paſt 
a Doubt, that he was returned to Lon- 
don, he went to Louiſa, and gave her an 
Account of what had happened. She 
wept very much, and was greatly diſ- 
treſſed when ſhe reflected on the Step 
ſhe had taken, and the Anxiety of her 
Parents in Conſequence of it. For, 
though ſhe thought the critical Situation 
ſhe was in, might in ſome Meaſure au- 
thoriſe her Elopement z yet, her tender 
Feelings for her Parents, and the Senſe 
of her Obligations and Duty to them, 
gave her at Times, the moſt heart-felt 
Sorrow. At this Place, however, it 
was agreed ſhe ſhould remain, till they 
could be certain Mr. Villars had given 
over the Hope of getting her, back a- 
gain; eſpecially as Sir Martin Combs (for 

that 


1 
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that was the Name of the Gentleman at 
whoſe Houſe ſhe was) promiſed his Pro» 
tection to Louiſa, ſhould her Father re- 
turn again in ſearch of her. Arthur 
made the moſt grateful Acknowledg- 
ments for this Friendſhip, and viſited 
her as often as his Buſineſs would per- 

mit. | | 


In this Situation their Affairs remain- 
ed ſome Time, and every Thing wore: 
the Face of tranquil Happineſs. But 
how will the Reader be ſurprized on be- 
ing acquainted, that on Arthur's going, 
one Day to ſee his beloved and adore- 
able Louiſa, he. was met at the Gate by 
Sir Martin, who with the utmoſt Con- 
cern informed him, that ſhe had eloped 
the Night before; and as he imagined,. 
was gone off with one of his Footmen, 
who was miſling. Pe 
| T his. 
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This was a terrible Blow to poor Ar- 
thur, who was ſo {urprized and affected 
at the terrible News, as to be depriv- 
ed of his rational Faculties for a Time; 
and when he came a little to his Reaſon, 
Grief and Deſpair racked his Soul with 
excrutiating Torture. Reaſon again, ſoon 
forſook her Seat, and he became wild 
with Diſtraction. In this State of Mind 
he was, by Order of Sir Martin, conveyed 
to his own home, where he remained in 
a State of inſenſibility for ſeveral Days, 
before the Violence of his Diſorder a- 
bated; and the Return of Reaſon an- 
ſwered no Wen bur to 2 vis 
Des | 


About a Week after this Affair hap- 
pened, he received a Letter by the Poſt, 
from Louiſa, which was as follows. 


DEAREST 


212 Tux ApvznTuazs on 


- DBantsT ArTRUR,. 


7 your Profeſſions of Friendfvip. were. 

Ancere; if you ever. regarded me; or. 
would have the leaſt Concern for: Innocence. 
in Diftreſs, fly inftantly io my Aſſtance,. 
and reſcue me from the Power of a trea- 
cberous Friend and. baſe. Raviſber. That. 
Villain, Sir Martin, has offered- me the 
groſſeſt Inſult ; and finding me deaf to, his 
inſinualing Artifice, be has. attempted Vio- 
lence. The Struggles I have made ta avoid 
Violation have alarm'd bim; and fearful 
of the Conſequences of a Diſcovery, he bas 
coufined me in a Room on the Top of his 
Houſe, where I am a cloſe Priſoner, . under 
the conſtant Guard of one of bis Footmen, 
wha is as great a Villain as bimſelf.. Ian 
centinually threatened, and expect every Hour 
to fall @ Prey to the Violence of bis brutal 


Defgn. 


I betber 
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ip berber this may ever come to your 
Hands, I know not; tbe only Method 1 
could -contrive, was o throw it into the 
Garden, under a Cover to one of the female 
Servants, requeſting her to forward it to 
you by the Poſt. But as this muſt be done 
at the Hazard of ber Maſter”s Diſpleaſure, 
if known, it is doubtful whether her Senſe 
of my Wrongs, will have ſufficient Influence 
to induce ber to comply with my Requeſt. 
If ſhe dees, Virtue bas not yet left the 
World. Sbould you receive this, delay 
not a Moment, but keep the Means by which 
ou receive it a Secret. 


Lovisa. 


Arthur read the Letter with the ut- 
moſt Aſtoniſhment and Diſtreſs, fearing 
that her Ruin would be compleated be- 

fore 
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fore he could give her any Aſliſtance 


but he felt a ſecret Satisfaction, on 


knowing that ſhe was not falſe to him, 
as had been repreſented. . With - 
out deliberating a Moment, or conſult- 
ing his Friend Mr. Goodall, he took 
his Horſe, and went to Sir Martin's. 
When he arrived, the Baronet received 


him with great Kindneſs, and aſked if he 
had heard of Luiſa ?*?—At this Queſtion, 
Arthur quitted the Forms of Civility 


and Reſpect, and without mentioning 


Particulars, told him, his Artifice and 


Baſeneſs was diſcovered ; that he. beſt 
knew where Louiſa was, and he expected 
to receive her from his Hands, as ſpot- 


leſs as he gave her to him. 


| Sir Martin at firſt, laughed at Arthur, 
and told him he was joking, but when 
Arthur became more poſitive and reſo- 
5 ; lute, 


11 
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late, he found his Guilt was diſcovered, 
and that he had no Refourſe to fly to, 
but Inſolence and Threats; the uſual 
Refuge of the Daring and Impious: 
He denied the Charge, and threatened 
inſtant Vengeance to poor Arthur for 
the Accuſation. Arthur, however, till 
continued to charge him with having 
ſccreted Louiſa in order to exerciſe the 
baſe Purpoſe of Violation; and at laſt 
told him, if he did not inſtantly deliver 
her up, and that uninjured, he would 


ſeek for Redreſs from the Power of the 
Law. * 


- The Baronet ſaw Arthur was reſolute; 
and began to be apprehenſive of the 
Conſequences ; he therefore endeavour- 
ed to ſooth him, by declaring his Inno- 
cence, and Surpriſe, that Arthar ſhould 
ſuſpect him capable of- ſuch a. Proceeds 

8 . ing. 


216 Tus AnvENTURES Of 


ing. This would neither ſatisfy nor ap- 
peaſe Arthur, who perliſted in his Reſo- 
lution. The other wiſhed to have been 
able to ſettle a treaty of Peace, but, 
that he feared, would not take place, 
had he confeſſed the whole, and given 
her up. Guilt and Shame would not 
let him do that, and therefore, like a 
deſperate Man, he determined to run all 
Lengths to ſcreen himſelf; not doubt- 
ing, but either by Artifice or Power, he 
ſhould be able to get the better of Ar- 
thur, and at laſt ſecure the Prize to him- 
ſelf; which he was ſtill willing to keep 
in his Poſſeſſion, not doubting but Time 
would ſoften the Rigour and Severity of 
ber Virtue. 


Arthur told him, it was in vain to 
equivocate, or deny the Charge, becauſe 
he could prove the Fact, paſt all Diſpute. 


«6 
0, 
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„O, can you fo,” ſaid the other, 
« do it then; I bid you Defiance, 
therefore quit my Houſe immediate- 
1 


Arthur did fo, and determined to 
return home, and conſult with Mr. 
Goodall, what Step was moſt adviſca- 
ble to take in this cri.ical Affair; yet 
it pierced his Soul, to think that hz 
was obliged to leave Leuiſa in the Hands 
of ſuch a Wretch; and he was almeſt 
diſtracted when he conſidered what the 
mvuſt ſuff_r, even in Thought, from her 
Situation. | 


As ſoon as A thur departed, Sir Mar- 
tin began to refit on tae Imp: udence 
of the Step he had taken; and, con- 
ſcious of his Guilt, he dreaded the 
Conſequences of Artbur's Vengeance 

Vol. II. L who, 


218 Tux ApvenTures or 


who, he imagined, would not ' eaſy 
give Louiſa up. He had no Doubt, 
from Arthur's poſitive Aſſertion, but, 


by ſome Means or other, he had re- 


ceived the Intelligence, ahd that it was 


not the Effect of Suſpicion only. Guilt 


created Fear; Dangers multiplied in his 
View, and his coward Heart trembled. 
This verifies the Truth of a ſenſible 


Obſervation, „ That there is a ſecret 


Curſe attends doing that which is wrong.” 


Dreading the Return of Aribur, or 
the Steps he might take to reſcue Louiſa; 
he removed her in the Night, aſſiſted 
by the Footman before mentioned, to 
another Seat which he had, about five 


Miles diſtance from this Place; where, 


he not only imagined ſhe would be more 


ſecure, but, by this Step he had it in his 
Power to invalidate Arthur's Charge 


againſt 
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againſt him, by propoſing that a Search 
ſhould be made for her at the other 
Houſe, which, as it would be without 
Succeſs, he concluded he ſhould ſtand 
acquitted, and be able to revenge him - 
ſelf on Aribur, by proſecuting him for 
Scandal ; yet he wiſhed for an Oppor- 
tunity to cruſh him at once, that he 


might the more immediately execute 
his Deſign on Louiſa. . 


Not knowing how to accompliſh this 
fo ſpeedily as he wiſhed, he conſulted 
_ His Minion; who perſuaded him to ap- 
prehend Arthur on a Charge of Robbery, 
which he would atteſt, This was con- 
fidered as a lucky Thought, and the 
helliſh Scheme was put in Execution the 
next Morning. The Maſter took him 
up, on a Suſpicion of having broke o- 
pen his Bureau, and ſtole ſome Money 

L 2 trom 
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from thence the Day before, when at 
his Houſe ; and the Servant ſwore, he 
was not only in the Room Where the 
Bureau ſtood, but that he ſaw him take 
ſomething out of it. In Conſequence 
of this, Arthur was committed to the 
Caſtle of Exeter, to take his Trial the 


next Aſlize. 


The Reader may probably ſuſpect the 
Truth of this Circumſtance, though an 
undoubted Fact. But this was not the 
firſt Thing of the kind Sir Martin had 
becn guilty of; for ſome few Years be- 
fore, he laid a Scheme of this Sort, to 
evade paying Arthur's Predeceſſor for 
teaching his Children the Harpicord. 
This Perſon could never get his Money, 
and therefore, at laſt determined to ſue 
him for it; but was obliged to drop the 


Action, on Account of a Charge of - 
Robbe- 
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Robbery brought againſt him, by Sir 
Martin. Thus the poor Gentle man was 

not only obliged to loſe his juſt Demand, 
but ſuffered in his Character, not being 
able to redreſs the Injury by a Courſe of 
Law. The Authenticity of this Inci- 
dent, is well known in that Part of the 
County, where this Scene is laid : And 
though true, yet it was ſuffered to paſs 
almoſt unnoticed, with Impunity. 


222 Tux ApvenTturts oer 


CHAP. III. 


The offiited ſhould never deſpair ; for the 
Mortifications and Diſtreſſes of Life, are 
frequently diſcovered to be the Origin of 
future Happineſs, 


HAT was now the Situation 
of Arthur and Louiſa ?*!— He, 
confined in the County Priſon on a 
Charge of Robbery, for which, his 
Life was in Danger; and ſhe, detained 
by Force and Violence, *till Time and 
Opportunity offered, for a lawleſs Ra- 
viſher to execute the horrid Act of Vio- 
lation, — As it was not abſolutely 
known where Louiſa was, no Step could 
be taken to releaſe her from Confine- 
| | ment; 


: — 
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ment; nor could Mr. Goodall render An- 
thur any Aſſiſtance in his unhappy Situ- 
ation, more than viſiting him and taking 
care he wanted not the neceſſaries of Lite, 


Aribur had not been in Confinement 
many Days, before he received a ſecond 


Letter from Lauiſa; the Contents of 
which were as follow, 


My DARE sT ARTHUR. 


1 PA not ſurprized, that you have not 
been able to reſcue me from my cruel 


and unjuſt Confinement ; becauſe I was re- 
moved to Sir Martin's other Houſe on the 
Heath, the Night after you came there the 
| ſecond Time. I now find, that he is executing 
lis Vengeance on you, fer attempting to re- 
leaſe me. from. his inſolent Power, This I 
0.6 fir 
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fuſs heard through the Friendſhip of that 
worthy Creature, who, at the Hazard N of 
ber Maſter's Diſpleaſure, conveyed the firſt 
Leiter to cu; and who has promiſed to ſend 
you this by the ſame Method. Put I have 
fince been informed of the Particulars of the 
Praceeding againſt yu, by the Baronet kim: 
ell, wvbo threatens your Life, to alarm my 
IJears; and offers to ſet you at Likerty, 
provided I will conſent voluntarily to yield 
Jo his Purpoſe. What a M reich! I have 
wearied him out by a Refuſal, and his 
cowardly Scul is afraid to atiempt Violence; 
be therefore thinks my Attachment to yeu 
deal lead me to ſuffer any Thing for your 
Safety. ——— Think on my Situation! O, 
my deareſt Arthur, this has been an offit7- 
ing Trial io me; but what I feel for your 
Diftreſs and ignominicus Confinement, is he- 
yend the Power of Deſcription. Yet, thou 
dcar Man, do nt deſpair of better Fortune, 


for 
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for it is my Hope, that the all-wiſe and bene- 
ficent * Diſpeſer of all Things, who knows 
our Innocence, vill; by ſome gracious Aft of 
his Providence, deliver us from the Injuries 
we now ſuffer. If you ſend an Anſwer 
to this, under Cover, directed to that ami- 
able Woman I mentioned before, ſbe will, if 
poſſible, convey it to me, un i it ſhould be in- 
lercepted. To hear from you, and that you 
ſupport yourſelf with Fortitude, twill be great 
Comfort and Satisfaction of Mind, to, 


Tur afficted and diſtreſſed, 


Lours aA. 


Arthur felt the moſt agonizing Tor- 
ture when he read this Letter; and was 
more alarmed with the Danger of Loui/a's- 
Situation than his own. IIe doubted not 

| 5 hes 
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her Virtue, yet he knew. not to what 
Lengths her Deſire of preſerving his Life 
might carry her. Struck with this 
Thought, he wrote the following An- 
ſwer to her Letter. 


Mosr Aok ABLE Lovisa. 


T O be thus cruelly torn from you, is 
- *- worſe than Death; nor did I imagine 
I could long ſurvive the fatal Period. As 
to what becomes of me, is of no great Im- 
portance, for if Life is ſurrounded with 
ach Difficulties and Dangers, Exiſtence is 
not very defirable. But, my deareſt Louiſa, 
let no Conſideration tempt you to give up 
your Virtue. Endeavour to preſerve that 
ineſtimable Jewel, if you can. Should you 
be compelled by Force, to yield. to the Deſires 
of a brutal * the Ai will not be 


your*s ; 
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your s; but. if. you are influenced by any 
other Motive io relinquiſh. Virtue,. you will 
not fland excuſed. Do not let your generous 
Friendſhip for me, lead you to capitulate for 
my Sate; rather ſee me ſuffer ten thouſand 
Deaths. In a Point ſo delicate as. this, - 
conſider yaurſelf alone. Let this be your 
Reſolution; af with perſevering Hortitude, 
aud you probably may be able to withſtand 
. the Power of Guilt, who generally makes 
Cowards of her Vataries.. But at all E- 
wents, ſuffer not your Integrity to be ſhaken ; 
rather ſubmit to Death; the moſt defirable 
Evil of the two. Let the Conſideration 
of this important Malter make a deep Im- 
| Preſſion in your Mind, and attend to my 
| Counſel, as you would to the. * Words 0 | 
4 dying Friend. 


Your ever ail, 


Annu. 
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le had but juſt finiſhed this Letter, 
and diſpatched it to the Poſt, acco ding 
to Louiſa's Directions, when to his great 
Surprize, Sir Martin entered the Priſon. 
He aſſumed an Air of Cheerfulneſs and 
Pleaſantry, and told Arthur, he was 
ſorry for his Situation, — Whether 
you are guilty of the Fact,“ ſaid he; 
„ \worn to by my Footman, I muſt 
leave to yourſelf, or Time to determine 
certain I am, that I have been robbed; 
and thus much 1 ſhall declare at your 
Trial. —— You charge me with hav.ng 
taken Louiſa from you; true it is I have 
her in my Poſſeſſion, and ſince I know 
not by what Right you claim her, not 
being your Wife, I have at leaſt, an 
equal Pretenſion to her, and I will main- 
tain it. If you will got diſpute the Point, 
the doing of which is the higheſt Pre- 
ſumption and Inſolence, but conſent to 

| give 


ARTHUR O' BRADLEY. 229 


give her up without further Moleſtation; 
] here promiſe-to withdraw the Proſecu- 
tion againſt you, or, however, take Care 
you ſhall not be injured by it. Con- 
ſider well, before you determine, ſince 
Life or Death muſt be the Reſult ;. for, 
on no other Conditions will I relinquiſh 
the Proſecution. You know not my 
Power. If you refuſe, expect my Ven- 
geance. I will purſue you even ill 
Death.” 


Do ſo, thou execrable Villain!“ re- 
plied Artbur, with great Intrepidity. 
„ Think'ſt thou I will capitulate? Let 
daſtard Souls like thine, loaded with 
Guilt, capitulate; by Virtue I am va- 
liaht !! Can you ſuppoſe, I will renounce 
my Honour, by giving up that lovely 
Woman, to whom J have pledged my 
Faith and Truth? Shall I offer her a. 

, Sacriſice 
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Sacrifice to Violation, merely to ſave 
my Life? A Life that muſt be wretch- 
ed without her ? No,: Monſter, 
No! I fear not Death! It ſhocks 
not me! Conſcious Virtue knows no 
Fear. I will renounce ten thouſand 
Lives, ten thouſand Worlds to ſave 
her Innocence, to ſave her Virtue!” 


&© Do fo,” anſwered the Baronet, 
“ and let your Life pay the Forfeit. 


But remember, ſhe is in my Power, 


and at my Diſpoſal, net your's.” So 
ſaying, he withdrew, | 


Arthur was now bereft. of Hope, 
not doubting but a few Hours would. 
ſeal the Fate of Louiſa. For it was 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the Baro- 
net, (after the various Methods he 


had tried to carry his Point with- 


out 
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out Succeſs) would now proceed to 
Violence. What Arthur felt on 


this Occaſion, is better imagined than 
related. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


The Arrival of an unexpected Friend, gives 
a fortunate Turn to the afrreſed Si- 
tuation of Arthur's Affairs. 


AR LI the next Morning, Mr, 

Goodall came to Arthur, as indeed 
he had done every Day. But how was 
our diſconſolate Hero ſurprized, to ſe 
him followed by Mr. Willorby, the hoſ- 
pitable Owner of Liitle Eden, where 
the Reader muſt remember, Arthur was 
ſo kindly entertained in his Way to De- 


wvorſhire. 


That the Reader may not be ſurprized - 
at this Circumſtance, as well as Arthur, 
| it 
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it is neceſſary to acquaint him, that the 
| worthy Mr. Goodall, who, dreaded the 
| Conſequences of Arthur's diſtreſſed Si- 
tuation, from the Knowledge he had of 
the Baronet's infamous Character and 
Power, found this innocent Couple 
would be ruined by this Affair, with- 
out the friendly Interpoſition of ſome 
more powerful Advocate than himſelf. 
The only Expedient he could think of, 
was to write to Mr. W/il/ewby ; who, from 
Arthur's Account of that Gentleman's ex- 
alted Character, he imagined would inte- 
reſt himſelf in redreſſing their Injuries, 
Therefore, without making his Inten- 
tion known to Aribur, he informed 
him of what had happened, and im- 
plored his Aſſiſtance in Behalf of per- 
ſecuted Virtue, On the Receipt of the 
Letter, Mr. Wiilowby went inſtantly to 

Mr. 
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Mr. Goedall's, and from thence to the 
Priſon, as has been related. 


Mr. Willowby's firſt Step, was to of- 
fer a very conſiderable Bail for Arthur 3 
Appearance at the approaching Aſſize. 
This was accepted, and Mr. Gocdall 
join'd Mr. Willouby in the Recogni- 
fance, Before this could be ſettled, 
ſo as to procure Arthur's Liberty, an- 


other Circumſtance happened, which 
contributed, in no ſmall Degree, to add 
to the favourable Aſpect of Things. 
This was the unexpected Appearance of 


Louiſa; who, on her entering che Pri- 


ſon, flew to Aribur, and embraced him 


with ſuch heart - felt Rapture, as Words 
have not the Power to deſcribe, and 
therefore we ſhall not attempt it. 


This 
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This happy Event, was accompliſhed 
in the following Manner, — When the 
Baronet made the Viſit to Arzbur,. as 
was related in the laſt Chapter; the 
Diſtance of his Houſe from Exeter being 
near fifty Miles, it was impoſſible for 
him to go there and return the ſame 
Day. His Abſence was a favourable 
Circumſtance to Louiſa; who, when ſhe 
found he did not return that Night, 
meditated an Eſcape, which ſhe effect- 
ed through the friendly Aſſiſtance of the 
Maid-Servant, whom we have mention- 
ed before; and who came away with 
Louſa, not thinking it adviſeable to 
riſque the Reſentment of her Maſter on 
this Occaſion, 


Mr. 1/ilowby was now made acquaint- 
ed with the Particulars of Lowiſa's Suf- 
ferings, which Mr, Goodall had not Time 

to 
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to inform him of, when he wrote to 
him about Artbur. This worthy Gen- 
tleman ſeemed greatly affected with her 
Story, and in the politeſt Manner con- 
gratulated her on her ſate Deliverance; 
eſpecially, as Fortune had prevented her 
from falling a Prey to the brutal Attempts 

of the perfidious Baronet. The more he 
converſed with her, the more he admired 
her refined and exalted Sentiments, and he 
determined'in kis own Mind, to make her 
and Arthur happy in each other, as foon 
as the Circumſtances of their Affairs 
would permit. How eagerly do great 


and good Minds, embrace every Op- 


portunity of contributing to the Welfare 
and Happineſs of others. 


Arthur was' now fet at Liberty, and 
they all returned very joyfully to Mr. 
Gooaa?l's; where Mr. Willowby, at Mr. 

: | GoodalPs 
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Cocdall's Solicitation, agreed to ftay 
and ſpend a few Days. + Aribur and 
Lauiſa went to their own Lodgings, 
which they reviewed again with ſecret 
Satisfaction; but the Maid-Servant re- 
mained privately at Mr. Goodall's, agree- 
able to the Advice of Mr. Willoroly, for 
fear her Maſter ſhould take any Step to 
puniſh her for the generous Aſſiſtance 
ſhe had given Louiſa; for which Mr. 
JVillewwby ſaid, he would amply reward 
her,—This worthy. Gentlemen ſent to 
the Baronet the next Day, acquainting 
him, that he ſhould eſpouſe the Cauſe 
of Arthur and Louiſa, and would pur- 
ſue him with the utmoſt Severity of the 
Lawn. 


When the Baronet ſound: by Inquiry, 
who Mr. Jillowby was, he was greatly 
alarmed at the Conſequences of a Pro- 
ſecution; 


233 Pur ApvenTures'or © 


ſecution; and as he knew it was not in 
his Power to make any Defence, he 
thought fit to retire to France, with the 
Footman who had been his Accomplice; 
in order to eſcape that Puniſnment, he 
ſo juſtly deſerved, and which he found 
it would be impoſſible to avoid by any 
other Means. 


The Aſſize now came on, and Ar- 
thur was delivered up in Form; but no 
Proſecutor appearing againſt him, he 
was acquitted by Proclamation.— As 
ſoon as this was over, Mr. Willowby 
inſiſted, that Artbur ſhould ſettle his 
Affairs in Devonſhire, and return with 
him to Littie Eden; where he ſhould be 
provided for, and made happy with his 
_ Louiſa , without ever thinking of Buſi- 
neſs any more, as in that Part of. the 
| World, it was impoſſible his Genius and 
oy Abilities 
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warded. 


Arthur made the moſt grateful Ac- 
knowledgements to Mr. Willowby'for his 
Generoſity and Friendſhip, but told 
him he could not think of accepting 
the Offer. However, this worthy Gen- 
tleman would not hear Arthur's Objec- 
tions to the contrary; ſaying to him, 
„ Your good Senſe, and virtuous Diſ- 
-poſition, intereſted me greatly in your 
[Favour when I firſt ſaw you; and you 
may remember, I would then have had 
'you ſtay with me. You have now 
tried your Fortune, and you ſee, that 
by your Profeſſion, you will never be 
able to procure more than a bare 
Maintenance in this Place, ſo diſtant 
from the Capital. Your Connection 
and Attachment to Loni/a has already 
e been 
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been attended with Difficulties, and 1 


plainly foreſee, worſe Conſequences will 
follow from your Circumſtances and 
Situation. I admire your Virtue, and 
will not ſuffer you, from your Good- 
neſs of Heart, and Want of Knowledge 
of the World, to fall a Prey to the 
Treachery of the deſigning Part of it. 

l have a plentiful Fortune, and I con- 
ſider it only as a Bleſſing, where it ena- 
bles me to relie ve and aſſiſt the Unfor- 
tunate, and beſtow Happineſs to ſuch 
as are worthy of it.— All you can ſay 
to the contrary, ſhall not divert me from 
my Purpoſe ; by contributing to your 
Happineſs, I ſhall improve my own. 
You can have but very few Affairs to 
ſettle, therefore let it be dene inſtantly. 
I will, take Louiſe with me, not being 


willing to ſtoy till that is accompliſhed, 
becaule 
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becauſe you know the Happineſs of my 
Family depends on *. . 


1 


Arthur wept very much when Mr. 
Millotoly left off ſpeaking, and ſaid, 


he would do as he deſired ; declaring, 


that after what Mr. Willowby had offered, 
it would be the higheſt Ingratitude to 
refuſe. , And he gave. Thanks to Hea- 


ven, that there Was: ”" ſo much Good- 
| neſs in the . orld. 


The next e Mr. Willowby fer 


out for Little Eden, and took Loniſa and 


the Maid. -ſervant with, him in his Poſt- 
chaiſe z deſiring. Arthar to ſettle his*Af- 
fairs as ſoon as poſſible, and follow them 
without Delay; which he. promiſed to 


— — — — 
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CHAP, XIV. 


1 which, 1bis « Fiery is nach 10-8 
(hy ee ST 
"A \ Soon as Mr. Willowby and Loutſa 
1 left Arthur, he began to ſettle 
£ his Affairs; conſidering himſelf under 
an indiſpenſable Obligation to follow the 
Directions of ſo good a Friend as Mr. 
Willowby : Yet, he had ſome Concern 
of Mind about the Event of this Change 
of Fortune; for his great Soul abhorred 
the Thought of being dependant on the 
Favours of another. He finiſhed his 
Buſineſs in a few Days, and -diſcharged 
his Obligations with the higheſt Gene- 
* —_ and Honour; after which, he took 


Leave 
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Leave of ſome few of his Acquaintance, 
who having treated him with Civility 
while he lived amongſt them, were in- 
titled to this Reſpect; and laftly, parted 
. with Mr. Goodall with no ſmall Concern, 
having received many ſingular Proofs of 
his Friendſhip. — The ſecond Day after 
he left this Place, he arrived ſafe at Litilę 
Eden, to the no-ſmall Joy of Louiſa, and 
indeed, the whole Family there. When 
he entered the Houſe, he wept very 
much, as he alſo did when he took a 


laſt Farewell of Ms. Goodall. 


Mr. why cds him whe he 
entered, with manifeſt Signs of the 
warmeſt Friendſhip; and ſo did the 
Hermit, who was there; and had attend- 
ed every Day after Mr. Willowby's Re- 
turn, to ſalute him on his Arrival.— 
Louiſa” s Joy was reſtrained in Silence 
M 2 _ through 
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through the Delicacy of her Diſpoſition, 
and though his Preſence gave her the 
higheſt Satisfaction of Mind, ſhe was 
obſerved to ſhed Tears. | 


1212 


t 


During the Time Mr. Wi lreby v was 
in in Devonſbire, the Old Butler, mentioned 
in the firſt Volume of this Hiſtory, came 
to Little Eden; having quitted his Place 
on the! Death of the Loyd his Maſter. 
By thirty, Y ears Servitude in the F ainily, 
he had ſaved enough to live on, the Re- 
mainder of his Life, without entering 
into any Employment again, This was 
A; Circumſtance which gave Mr. Wil- 
Jawoy great Pleaſure, as he loved this 
Peripn, very much, for his Fidelity and 
lzigadly Services to him in his Troubles 
and Advetſie pr 


39999 
p . 
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Mr. Valter why how acquainted Arthur, 


that having inquired of Louiſa, how to 
direct to Mr. 2 and his Father; he 
had wfitten to both of them, acquaint- 
ing the former, where he might find 


his Daughter, and the latter his Son; 


at the ſame Time deſiring their imme- 


diate Attendance at Litule Eden, having 


ſomething of Importance to propoſe to 
them. You ſee Sir,” ſaid Mr. il. 
loely, * am determined to ſettle every 
Point, relative to your Happineſs with- 
out Delay: And I doubt not but my En- 
deavours will be crowned wich Succeſs.” 
Arthur bowed, and returned him the 
moſt reſpectful Thanks for his Kindnels, 
ſaying, ** 1 have reſolved Sir, to act in 
pet: Thing, agreeable to your gene- 
ous and friendly Advice, and ſhall now 
chink it my Duty to reſign myfelf up to 
your Will: diſpoſe of me as you pleafe.” 


M 3 The 
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Fhe fourth Day after Artbur came to 
Little Eden, Mr. Villars and Mr. Bradley 
arrived together, and were received by 
Mr. Willowky with great Reſpect. After 
they had refreſhed themſelves, he intro- 
duced Arthur and Lowiſa to them, ſay- 
ing, © Behold Gentlemen, this lovely 
and moſt amiable Couple, in whoſe 
Happinefs, you can hardly be more in- 
tereſted than I am. » This Meeting was 
truly affecting, and drew Tears from the 
Hermit, and Mr. Willowby's Family, who 
were Spectators. ' | 


Mr. Willewly next proceeded to tell 
them, by what Accident he knew the 
Lovers; giving them a particular Ac- 
count of their whole Proceedings, and 
of what had happened to them; con- 
cluding all by ſaying, Gentlemen, I 
here deliver them to you, as virtuous as 

| they 


* 
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they were when they left you. I have 
now one Requeſt to make. You have 
had ſufficient Proof of their ſincere and 


diſintereſted Love for each other; and 
gs. their Happineſs depends intirely on 
a eloſer Union, it is my Hope, that 


you will not any longer with-hold that 


Conſent, which I am truly ſenſible will, 


render them bleſt in the higheſt De-: 
gree.” LR 


Juſt at this Inſtant, the O!d Buller 
came in, having been out a ſhooting. 
On ſeeing Mr. Bradley, he ran to him, 
and told him, he was welcome to L:t- 
tle Eden; ſaying, © I am ſure the worthy 
Owner of this Place, will excuſe. the 
Liberty I take in ſaluting you thus.” 
Then turning ro Mr. allow, he ſaid, 


„ this Gentleman, Sir, is an old Ac- . 


quaintance and Friend of mine, whom 
= 4 * I am 


—— 
= — 
— — —— I Ip" Ry ———y——_————— 


- 
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1 am ſure you would efteem + as 
much as I do, if you knew his Cha- 


rafter as well. I know not, whether 
you ever ſaw him at our Houſe while 
you lived there, but he has been Steward 
to my late Lord more than thirty Years.” 


After the Butler had done ſpeaking, 


Mr. W/illowty addreſſed himſelf to Mr. 


Fillars, and ſaid, „ Well, Sir, 1 hope 


you will not think of parting the young 


Folks, by refuſing to give your Con- 
ſent to your Daughter's marrying my 
Friend Arthur. He is an amiable Youth, 


worthy the Daughter of a King. I aſk 


but for your Conſent as to a Fortune, 
you ſhall be left to act juſt as you think 


proper. I will give them every Thing 
in that Reſpect, that you can wiſh or 
deſire. Conſider, Sir, the Time draws 


near, when they have a Right to diſpoſe 
. of 
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of themſelves; yet, was it now arrived, 
it ſhould be my Advice, that they take 
not a Step of this Sort without your 
Concurrence.” | 


am now convinced, Sir,” ſaid My. 
Villars, that to part them would be an 
Act of Cruelty; and from what you 
have ſaid of Mr. Arthur, I am COnVinc- 
ed he is worthy of my Daughter. [ 
now -fee the Affair in a very different 
Light from what I have formerly done , 
and did I not, your Benevolence and 
Generofity to them, is ſo fingular 
and extraordinary, that I ſhould be loſt 
to Humanity, not to follow ſo noble an 
Example. I thereſore give my Conſent 
with the higheſt Pleaſure and Satisfac- 
tion; nor fall your Bounty to them, 
I-ad me to with-hold that Fortune I al- 
ways intended for my Daughter“ | 


M 5 Tcuija 
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. Lowiſa burſt into Tears at the Con- 
cluſion of this Speech, and running to 
her F ather, fell on her Knees j wy in 
the moſt dutiful Manner, aſked For- 
giveneſs for the imprudent Step ſhe had 
—— by her Elopement. He raiſed 
her up, and embracing her with great 
Tenderneſs and Affection, told her, he 
forgave it; and after wiſhing her happy, 
gave her his Bleſſing. 


: This Point being ſettled, Mr. Wit. 
lowby told Arthur s Father, he hoped he 
would have no Objection to follow the 
generous Example of Mr. Villars, but 
freely give Conſent to his Son's marry- 
ing Louiſa.” If he does not, ſaid 
the Hermit, he is not the Man I take 
bim to be,” | 
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Mr. Bradley bowed very, reſpectfully. 
and ſaid, © You may be aſſured, Sir, I 
ſhould moſt willingly comply with your 
Requeſt, becauſe you deſire it; not 
but I wiſh Aribur as happy as you do; 
but it is not in my Power to grant what 
you aſk. I have no Right to do it, and 
am therefore under the Neceſſity of de- 
claring, that Lam not his Father: nor r do 
know who is. 


89 1 
0 ” 
. 
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Ar this Declaration, Arthur burſt into | 
Tears, and was very near fainting away; 
and indeed, the whole Company were 
greatly furprized, 

+ What!” ſaid the Ol Buller, “ is | 
not he your Son? Why I remembet 
him an Infant when I uſed to come to 
your Houſe,” * So you might,” re- 
plied Mr. Bradley, e {or he was brought 

there 
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there before he was a Week old; but it 
does not follow from thence that he is 
my Son.“ And, is it poſſible you ne- 
ver knew who his Father was?” faid the 
other. It is poſſible.” anſwered 
Mr. Bradley, «© He was brought to my 
Houle, and committed to the Care of 
my Wife; I was deſired to bring him 
up as my own Child, and forbid to 
make any Inquiry about-his Father. . I 
never knew to this Day, whether you 
was intruſted with the Secret; or elle I 
ſhould ſuppoſe you moſt likely to know 
who his Father was. However, though 
I knew not his Father, I knew his Mo- 
ther. He is the unfortunate Off-ſpring 


of Lady Iſabella !” 


0 gracious Heaven !” ſaid Mr. 
Willewly, running and embracing Ar- 
thur, » it is my Son! it is my Son!“ 

| At 
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At this Diſcovery, the Amazenitht 
of the whole Company could be equal ed 
by nothing but the general Joy. ——Mr. 
IWVillewby revel Arthur with the Tranſ. 


ports of a Father, which appeared in the 
Silence of his cloſe and eager Embraces. 
As for the Hermit and the O Buller, 
they ran about the Room in the higheſt 
Tranſports of Joy; but in ſhort, it 
would be doing great Injuſtice to this 
n Scene, to ge a Deſcription, 


* 0, Laid the good Old Butler, © 1 
little thought I ſhould ever ſes this hap- 
py Day; for I have often heard my 
Lord ſay, the Child was dead. And as 

my young Lady was conveyed away ſome 
Months before the Time of her Delivery, 
in order to lie in privately; I never 
could learn what became of the Child 
after its Birth: and indeed, it was a 
latter 
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Matter we were not only forbid to inquire 
into, but even to talk of; ſuch was my 
poor Lord's Abharrence of his » amiable 
Father. 5d 25 


oy : Pray Sir,” ſaid Mr. HYillowby, to 
Mr. Bradley, having by this Time ſome- 
what recovered his Surprize, what 
was the Reaſon, that no Proviſion was 
made for the Child? What were your 
Orders ? And what was the Occaſion of 
your turning him into the World in the 
Manner you did, without even acquaint- 

ing him, who he was? | 
I need not acquaint you Sir,” re- 
plied Mr. Bradley, how much my 
Lord deteſted your Marriage with Lady 
Jabella z (not that I ever heard ſo much 
as your Name.) For this Reaſon, it was 
endeavoured to be kept a Secret froin 
the 
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the World. Before her Pregnancy was 
viſible, TI" was ordered to provide a pro- 
per Place in the Country for her to lie 
in at; and when the Child was born, it 
was brought to my Houſe; but I was 
forbid to mention it to the F, or 
innen, to any one.“ 


4 received Orders to have him educat- 
ed as he grew up, which I accordingly did. 
Some Time before my Lord's Death, he 
told me, I muſt leave the young Gentle- 
man to ſhift for himſelf, for he would 
ſupport him no longer; but I then, as 
far as I durſt, perſuaded him againſt it. 
Immediately after his Death, this Order 
was repeated by my Lady, and in ſuch 
poſitive Terms, as I found it would be 
imprudent in me not to comply with. I 
was therefore, obliged to obey this Com- 
mand; but, when I parted with him, I 
thought 
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thought it would be better for him, not 
to know the Particulars of his Birth; 
left it might diſtreſs his Mind, and 
lead him to expect, what I greatly fear'd, 
he would never enjoy. I made myſelf 
very eaſy about him, becauſe 1 knew 
his Mind was both innocent and vir- 
tuous; not but I ſhould have given 
myſelf more Concern about him, than 
I have done; had I not known that he 
fell into the Hands of a worthy Man. 
As to what has happened ſince he leſt 
me, 1 find _ all know better than 1 


do. 92 


„Well!“ faid Mr. Will &by, * Hea- 
ven has been bountful of its Bleſſings 
to me; but this laſt Inſtance, of its 
Goodneſs, 18 beyond what J could e- 
ver expect. I can only endeavour to 


deſerve ſuch Bleſſings, by ſtudying to 
diſtri- 
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diſtribute to thoſe arcund me, that 
Happineſs which is thus plentifully be- 
ſtow'd on me. O Gracious God ! how 
ſhall J ſufficiently acknowledge this laſt 
Act of thy Benevolence, in thus happi- 
| ly reſtoring to my unexpecting Arms, 
this Child, this Son, I never knew till 
r 


Nothing now remained to compleat 
the general Happineſs, but the Cele: \ 
bration of the Nuptials of Arthur and 
Louiſa. Mr. Willowby thought it beſt 
to poſtpone it for a Week, in order to 
make. Preparations for a ſplendid Enter- 
tainment on the. Occaſion, 


Whatever might be the Feelings of 
Arthur's Heart on this important Dis. 
covery, his Joy was ſilent. He received 
the —yB— of his Friends in a 
Manner 
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Manner that did Honour to the Dignity 
of Human Nature; and with a becom 
ing Humility, that ſhew'd the Goodneſs 
of his Heart, and the Greatneſs of his 
Underſtanding : So, that, in every View, 
he appeared worthy of the Bleſſings he 
now enjoyed. His Father deſired he 
would invite his Friends to be preſent 
at his Wedding; in purſuance of which 
Requeſt, he ſent Invitations to Louiſa 3 
Mother, Mr. and Mrs. Pemberion, both 
the Mr. Goodel/'s, Mr. and Mrs. Bewley, 
and faithful Caleb; acquainting them of 
what had happened. They all came at 
the appointed Time, and joined in the 
general Joy; ſo chat it is ſcarce poſſible 
to: deſcribe a Scene, where ſo much in- 


nocent Mirth and Feſtivity abounded. 


The Morning after the Arrival of 


Artbur's F tiends, was the Time fixed 
for 


0: E. 
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for his Marriage. The joyful Time ar- 
rived To Church the lovely Couple 
went; preceded by the venerable Her- 
mit, and followed by their numerous 
Train of gladſome, happy Friends. So 
ſweet a Pair, Hymen confeſſed he ne'er: 
beheld before. All Nature ſeem'd to 
fmile on their Nuptials with auſpicious 
Omens. The Stillneſs of che Air, be- 
ſpoke their future Happineſs and Peace: 
while tuneful Birds that fat on Tops of 
Trees, ſtrove which ſhould maſt excel, 
in warbling forth the jocund Song af 
Joy. | 1280 A 24001 


After many Days, ſpent in the maſt 
rational and heart - felt Happineſs, Ar- 
thur's Friends -retired to their reſpective 
Homes; not without firſt promiſing to 
return each circling Year, to celebrate 
their Wedding- Day. 5 

| Befare 
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Before we conclude this Hiſtory, we 
moſt not omit acquainting the Reader, 


that Mr. Pemberton expreſſed to' Arthur, 
the higheſt Satisfaction at his Wife's 
good Conduct; and declared; chat ſhe 
ſtrove to make him- completely happy; 
giving him daily Inſtances of the Good - 
neſs of her Heart, and Greatneſs of her 


Mind. 


1 


As to the amiable Caleb, he being the 
only Perſon, among Arthur's Friends, 
not happily provided for, Mr. Willowty 
made him the Offer of five hundred 
Pounds, and a ſmall Farm in the 
Neighbourhood of Little Eden; © which 
that worthy Man thought would be 
much better than following the Pro- 
feſſion of a ſtrolling-Player. Caleb ac- 
cepted of the Offer with the higheſt 
Gratitude 3 and after going back to the 
Jp Company, 
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Company, and ſettling his Aﬀaigs. in a 
generous and friendly Manner, returned 
in about a Month to Lille Eden, where, 
after a ſhort Time, he married that 
worthy Woman who had been of fach 
ſingular Service to Loviſa at- the Dammes; $ 
in Devoufire 
The Hermit git continues at his old 
Habitation, where he hopes to ſpend 
the Remainder of his Days in Innocence 
and. peace. Mr. Willowly and his 
Siſter are made. ſuperlatively 1appy by 
the Addition of Arthur and Lauiſa to 
their Family: But they Rill empl Dy 2 
great Part of their Time in the Educa 
tion of the two young Ladies mention'd 
heretofore, 


by 


Arthur and Levin, bleſs each other 
with their Love, and reap the ſweet 


Reward 
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Reward of their Virtue, Conftancy and 
Truth, after the diſtreſsful Difficulties 
they encountered. Love inclined them 
firſt to this bleſſed union ; and their Lives 
glide on in a reciprocal willingneſs to 
beſtow Pleaſure and be pleaſed. They 


. diffuſe that Happineſs they find in each 


other, to thoſe around them ; and their 
Friends and Dependants experience the 
happy Effects of ſo much Goodnefs, 
Tenderneſs and Eſteem, as is conſpi- 
cuous in the Conduct of this fond, vir- 
tuous Couple. They have the Art of 
commanding Happinefs, by purſuing 
| in it. 
e 8 111 EW 


